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Glasshoughton Infant Academy 

Music Policy 

Intent 
Music is a subject that is essential to the development of children’s expression and communication skills. Music is a 
universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Music can be the cohesive link between many 
other subjects in the curriculum, where children can further explore what they have learned in a more physical 
capacity. Music is essentially a practical subject which can be enjoyed by all. This knowledge and experience will 
cultivate a cultural capital and prepare children for the next step in their education. 
 
Home learning opportunities have been carefully planned and resourced to ensure that remote learning reflects the 

quality of education that is offered at school. This is to ensure that all children make excellent progress and no child 

is left behind.  

 
Aims: 

• To perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres and styles and 
traditions. 

• To sing and use their voices to create and compose music independently and with others. 

• To have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. 

• To understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated. 

• To understand key musical terminology and recognise musical notation. 

National curriculum 2014 
 
To perform: 
Children enjoy singing a variety of songs across topics of the curriculum, using their voices expressively, and have the 
opportunity to play a variety of tuned and percussive instruments. 

They will gain an understanding of what is required when performing to an audience, and develop performance skills 
in group activities. 

All children perform to an audience on a number of occasions throughout the year – for example, class assemblies, 
Nativity performances, Harvest festival, Mother’s Day assembly, Leaver’s Assembly and exhibitions. This ensures 
children are learning skills for a real purpose. 

To Compose: 

Children will create sequences of music with reference to key elements, making different sounds with the use of pulse, 
pitch and rhythm. 

To transcribe music: 

Compositions will be recorded in a variety of ways including pictorial scores, simple notation and digital recordings. 

To describe music: 

Through exploring and grasping the key elements of music, children will recognise changes in tempo, pitch, rhythm, 
texture, dynamics and timbre within a piece of music. Children should be able to listen with concentration to 
internalise and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Children will be given the opportunity to explore and explain their own ideas and feelings about music, using dance, 
expressive language and musical vocabulary. They will analyse and compare sounds and become confident at 
suggesting improvements for their own work and that of others. 

The new EYFS curriculum 2021 states that children from ages three to four should;  
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• Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
• Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 
• Remember and sing entire songs. 
• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 
• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 
• Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 
• Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

 

The new EYFS curriculum 2021 states that children in reception are expected to;  

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 
 

Implementation. 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we plan to ensure all strands of music set out in the National Curriculum 2014 are 
covered within our topics, throughout the year, where they are interleaved in to all areas of the curriculum and key 
concepts planned through spacing during each term. For example, as part of a history unit of work the children could 
be exposed to the music and instrumentation that is typical of that period. Retrieval opportunities are carefully 
planned at the start of every lesson whereby, children will be expected to talk like an expert and recall their previous 
learning. By doing this daily the children will become confident and well versed when discussing their learning with 
others. Retrieval opportunities are planned between the curriculum spaces to ensure that children’s experiences, 
skills and concepts are constantly revisited and embedded in their long-term memory. The speak like an expert 
aspect of every lesson is also echoed in our learning objectives. The language used is to encourage children to 
understand explicitly the skill they are learning.  

At Glasshoughton infant academy, we understand that children learn and retain knowledge in their long-term 
memory through an interleaving and spaced curriculum. Therefore, all music lessons have been planned 
systematically within a sequence of learning to ensure the progression of skills, knowledge and language are 
covered in depth each half term. A progressive curriculum ensures that current learning opportunities are based 
upon children’s previous learning, knowledge they have retained previous lessons or the previous year group 
and links to year group expectations.  

 
 Every lesson will be progressive and build on skills developed by imitating, innovating and inventing a variety of 
work by artists. This draws upon the skills the children have mastered as part of the Talk for writing schema that 
they are familiar with. Another approach the children will be exposed to the CPA approach to learning whereby, 
children are given concrete learning opportunities, pictorial opportunities and finally an abstract representation to 
ensure they are secure with the skills and knowledge we are teaching them.   

Sticky knowledge’ is carefully planned for each lesson across the curriculum, linked to the learning objective, 
and is progressive across a sequence of learning. This ensures that children are explicitly clear about what they 
are learning during each session and how previous learning will help them to develop new knowledge and skills. 
Children’s learning is communicated to them clearly, at the start of every lesson, to allow them to develop an 
understanding of why they are being taught what they are being taught at that particular time; how previous 
learning will help them and what the outcome will be at the end of the sequence. ‘Sticky knowledge’ also 
provides children with the correct vocabulary and terminology needed in order to effectively communicate their 
learning as a musician.  
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At Glasshoughton Infant Academy teachers are expected to expose children to famous composers and musicians to 
ensure they are exposed to wide range of musical genres, styles and techniques. These musical experiences will 
enable children to understand and acknowledge a wide range of emotions and feelings.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we believe that music massively impacts on emotions and can help children to 
feel safe and secure. Consequently, children experience music as they walk into school and they associate this with a 
warm and safe environment. Therefore, music is used daily both in school and as a part of home learning to help 
children settle into school and direct their attention and focus towards learning. As a core expectation, the daily 
music set by teachers, is carefully planned to stimulate musical discussions and further develop children’s 
understanding of the inter related dimensions of music. Differentiated questions enable this across the curriculum 
and provide children with the daily diet of musical appreciation.  

We fully understand that music is subjective and our children will be exposed to a wide range of musical genres and 
composers in to enable them to develop their musical likes and dislikes. These musical experiences and discussions 
will provide children with the language and vocabulary they require to communicate their thoughts and feelings.  

Children are provided with as many opportunities as possible to write for an audience and a purpose in a 
range of subject areas. Children are taught that verbal and written communication skil ls are imperative in 
order to access learning opportunities from across the curriculum.  

  

In Key Stage 1 all children have a 30-minute discrete music lesson that is highly planned for and differentiated to 
ensure it meets all children’s needs and extends their musical knowledge and ability. Music lessons are planned to 
be practical where children are physically involved in their learning through singing, playing instruments, making 
sounds with their bodies or responding to music through movement or Art. 

 
In Reception music is used to enhance all areas of the curriculum. When appropriate children will receive discreet 
music lessons to develop their understanding of pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, composition and performance.   
 
In Nursery music is used to enhance all areas of the curriculum although children do have discrete music lessons. 
They begin to learn about pitch, volume, pace and the different instruments which is continued through areas of 
provision. 
 
Alongside discrete music lessons where children develop their musical knowledge and skills, all children in full time 
education take part in whole school singing once a week. This is led by teachers and links to the season, festivals, 
SEALS themes, SMSC and PHSE.  

The music lead is responsible for the coordination of the teaching of music throughout school and ensuring that the 

12 steps to outstanding teaching is being implemented within the creative arts curriculum. This will be provided 

through support and advice for teachers and monitor the teaching and learning within music lessons. The creative 

arts leader will keep up to date with local and national initiatives and disseminate information.  

Oracy 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy our aim is for all pupils to be informed, articulate and empowered. We are a ‘talk 
rich’ school: talk is central to our curriculum and to the way our pupils learn. Children learn through talk. We believe 
oracy (the ability to communicate effectively) is a central means of extending pupils’ linguistic, social, emotional and 
cognitive development; it is key to the progress and attainment of all pupils. 

Children in our school are taught to talk and are taught to learn through talk. Children are taught the skills needed in 
order to effectively communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings orally. They are taught to talk through the 
teaching of physical aspects when using their voice, such as fluency, tone and projection, alongside effective body 
language; posture, eye contact, gestures and posture. 



5 
 

Our curriculum design in Music intends for children to be able to confidently articulate their knowledge and 
understanding through purposeful interaction with their peers. Talk is at the forefront of children’s learning and is 
something which children are immersed in daily. 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we recognise that children speaking using correct standard English is vital to 
ensure the effective communication of their learning, both in school and beyond. All staff use the ‘Standard English 
at GIA’ document to familiarise themselves with misconceptions within their year group and plan carefully to 
address these. 

Collaborative learning structures are taught progressively from nursery to year 2. These structures encourage and 
support effective oracy skills between peers and allow teachers to teach specific speaking and listening skills. 

 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we believe that vocabulary development is vital to support children to succeed and 
develop an understanding of being a musician and appreciating music. By providing children with the accurate 
vocabulary along with a clear understanding of the terminology they can use this appropriately, both verbally and 
written, within in their music lessons. Vocabulary dictionaries developed for each subject area are progressive from 
nursery to year 2 and provide teachers with a clear structure of what vocabulary children need to know, understand 
and be using to communicate their learning. They also provide teachers with the knowledge of the vocabulary that 
children have already been taught and are confident to use. This vocabulary is included within learning sequences; 
speak like an expert and sticky knowledge, and is used consistently by all adults across school. The Tier 2 and Tier 3 
vocabulary that is planned for in Music, ensures children can communicate their learning effectively as a musician. 

Both Voice 21 and Launchpad for Literacy are used to support the planning and teaching of oracy, including specific 
speaking and listening skills, across all subject areas. 

Impact  

Music has a massive impact on children’s cultural capital as they are immersed by sounds and music all the time. At 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we believe that a quality musical education will enable children to express their 
individuality and through cross curricular links come to terms with the world in which they live in.  

Music has the ability to inspire, motivate, challenge, calm and provide children opportunities to reflect. These are all 
key attributes of a cross curricular and engaging curriculum. It also enables children to create cross curricular links. 
For example, a piece of music could be played in an English lesson and the children have to respond by writing an 
opening to a story.  

Composition and performance are a great way for children to express their feelings and emotions and therefor 
adapting the imitate, innovate and inventing aspects of the T4W scheme is incredibly useful as a tool that the 
children are already familiar with. We want children to become confident composers and this approach allows 
children to the freedom to do so whilst having secure learning scaffolds in place to ensure success.  

Music is widely recognised for its ability to embed information into our long-term memory and therefore it is 
essential that music is used daily for example maths, where songs are sung to learn number patterns or concepts. 
Children respond well to these and use what they are singing to support their learning. The CPA approach to learning 
also has a massive impact on children’s long-term memory and the acquisition of knowledge skill as well providing 
children with the ability to retrieve said knowledge. For example, a child must be able to explore an instrument 
before being expected to compose and record their compositions using pictorial representation.  In addition, they 
need to explore composition through simple symbols before advancing to abstract notation.  

The music that is played as the children enter the classroom greatly impacts their social and emotional development 

and enables them to come to terms with the wide spectrum of emotions they are able to feel as a human being. 

When suitable children will be expected to work collaboratively to create and critique their own work and the work 

of others. This is to develop the ‘even better if’ culture we are nurturing at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. Through 
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collaborative work children are able to communicate confidently and develop aesthetic judgements applied to their 

own work, to the work of others and to the world around them.  

 

When a child is exposed to a wide range of genres and styles they acquire a wide repertoire of language.  Through 

careful spacing and retrieval opportunities and using a wide range of musical experiences children will be well versed 

and able to communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings in response to a piece of art and in turn ‘speak like an 

expert’.  

 

Displaying work is invaluable for children and we celebrate children’s successes by displaying work around shared 

areas and within classrooms. It also provides them with a starting point when discussing the work in which they have 

undertaken when taking part in pupil discussions.   

Each year group takes turns to display work in the hall, the entrance and the library for all to see. Work is double 

mounted and questions are posed around work for children to consider. Each year group has a Twitter page where 

work can be shared with parents, this is a fantastic tool for sharing work and should be a vehicle for celebrating the 

child’s work within this subject. Music work will be displayed within classrooms, in Expressive Art and design floor 

bokks and throughout the school.  Children’s work will also be evidence on the Seesaw in KS1 and Tapestry in the 

EYFS. 

The curriculum is designed for all children to maximise their potential. This is achieved through carefully considered 
developmental curriculum that progresses in such a way to ensure that individual needs, strengths and next steps 
are built upon to ensure no child, including those who are pupil premium, SEND or disadvantaged, fall behind. 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we understand that the assessment of learning provides vital intelligence in 
regards to target teaching and children’s next steps to ensure they succeed in their learning. Pre-teaching and Same 
Day Intervention are two strategies that are consistently applied across school to support children to experience 
success.   

Assessment: 

Nothing is learned unless it rests in pupils’ long-term memory. This does not happen, and cannot be assessed, in the 
short term. Assessment therefore answers two main questions: How well are pupils coping with the curriculum 
content? And how well are they retaining previously taught content?  Consequently, at Glasshoughton Infant 
academy we provide children with lots of opportunities to revisit and practise conceptual knowledge and 
understanding. This is assessed at the beginning of the lesson whereby the children are given the opportunity to 
‘speak like an expert’. Feedback is given in a timely manner and acted upon to ensure that children are addressing 
misconceptions and monitoring the children’s long-term memory capacity.   
The use of cold and hot assessment tasks support assessment of progression and further next step identification.   
 

Regular assessment drops will support teachers to highlight clear next steps for individuals and support leaders in 

school in their professional dialogue around progress, CPD, subject knowledge, outcomes and lines of enquiry to 

follow. Impact of the curriculum is triangulated through skills, knowledge and the ability to communicate the 

learning.  

 
In Key Stage 1 children are assessed using Assessment Ladders which assesses the children against the Age Related 
Expectations (ARE) for Year 1 and year 2. The children will only be age related if they can communicate in written 
form, retrieve and apply knowledge and skills that they have been taught throughout the term. If children are not at 
the ARE they are then assessed at being below the ARE and will be assessed using the criteria to highlight their 
achievements and their next steps. Children who are above the ARE are encouraged to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding and apply this to different areas of the curriculum and real life. They are expected to evaluate and 
comment critically on performances and to explain ideas using their own words to develop their understanding of 
music.  
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Children in Foundation Stage are assessed against Development Matters and then the ELG for Expressive Arts and 
Design.  

Target Tracker is used to monitor progress of all children in the EYFS, in all subjects against the ARE at the end of 
each year set out in Development Matters. 

Across school continued progress is also shared at Parent Consultation Evenings and drop ins and a final report is 

written on progress throughout at the end of the school year. The creative leader will be analysing the data to 

ensure sufficient progress is being made across the subject.  

 
Resources: 
 
There are a wide range of music resources for us to use, including software-based resources, portable audio devices 
and instruments, both tuned and un-tuned. See Appendix 1 for a full list of music resources available. 

Music Express and Music in Action can be used to support the teaching of music. 

CD and Music collections with cross curricular links are available on staff shared drive and CDs found in the HT’s office 

Instruments are stored in the school hall in boxes clearly labelled and sorted by the type of instrument. 

Out of the Ark plays and resources can be used in conjunction with performance opportunities, all are stored in the 
HT’s office with full performing licences. 

Inclusion   
The policy will be applied to all pupils. We welcome our general responsibilities under the Disability Equality Duty by 
promoting equal opportunities, eliminating discrimination and improving access to learning for disabled people. In 
order to comply with the requirements of the DDA 2006 we will make reasonable adjustments to ensure all 
stakeholders understand and can follow this policy. We will actively seek to remove any barriers to learning and 
participation that may hinder or exclude individuals or groups of pupils. Home learning has been carefully considered 
and planned for to ensure that children learning remotely from home still receive the same quality learning as those 
in school.  
 
Safeguarding statement 

Child Protection Through their day-to-day contact with pupils and direct work with families, education staff have a 
crucial role to play in noticing indicators of possible abuse or neglect. Where it appears to a member of staff that a 
child may have been abused, the school is required, as part of local child protection procedures, to report their 
concerns to social services immediately. The Headteacher (and the Deputy Headteacher in her absence) is the 
designated teacher responsible for child protection. The School Admin Officer is the designated governor responsible 
for child protection.   
Data Protection Act 1998   School collects data in order to meet its statutory responsibilities for the provision of 
education to children in accordance with the requirements of the Education Act 1996 and The School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998. Some of this data will be shared with Wakefield Metropolitan District Council and may be shared 
with other agencies that are involved in the health and welfare of school children. Please be aware that Castleford 
Academy Trust aims to ensure that all personal data collected about staff, pupils, parents, governors, visitors and other 
individuals is collected, stored and processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and 
the expected provisions of the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018) as set out in the Data Protection Bill.  Please see 
the Castleford Academy Trust Data Protection policy for more information. 

Safe recruitment and selection of staff. This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. All posts are exempt from the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act, therefore all convictions must be declared. Providing false information is an offence. Appointed staff, 
governors, regular volunteers and trainees have identity, qualification and criminal records bureau checks and have 
been successfully cleared to work with children.  
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Monitoring and review 

 

This policy will be reviewed appropriate to new legislation or to the needs of the school. 

 

Signed     Barbara Hughes           Chair of Governors    Date September 2022 

 

 Signed Anna Walker      Headteacher  Date September 2022 

 

 

Signed  L.Hepworth   Laura Hepworth        Music Lead Date September 2022  

 

  

 

 

Appendix 1 

Instrument Amount Location 

Triangles 14 Music drawers – own box. 

Triangle beaters 3 

Recorders 12 Music drawers – own box. 

‘Tunes for recorders’ book 1 

Claves 11 Music drawers – own box. 

Castanets 4 

Symbols - large 4 Music drawers – own box. 

Symbols - small 5 

Guiros 11 Music drawers – own box. 

Tambourines 13 Music drawers – own box. 

Tambourines with hand holds 5 

Maraca 13 Music drawers – own box. 

Maraca fish 1 

Cylinder maracas 10 

Cabasa 2 Music drawers – shared box. 

Rainmaker 1 

Drums 3 

Tulip blocks 6 Music drawers – own box. 

Bells 8 Music drawers – own box. 

Tuned bells 
 

Notes – High C, low C, 
B, G, F, E, D, A 

Music drawers – own box. 

Coconut halves 2 Music drawers – own box. 

Metal blocks 3 
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Wooden blocks 6 

Two-tone wood blocks 4 

Wooden instruments 7 Music drawers – own box. 
 Wooden shells 2 

Beaters with a plastic end 16 Music drawers – own box. 

Beaters with a square end 1 

Beaters - wooden 12 

Glock (metal) – all notes 1 Music drawers – own box. 

Glock (wooden) – all notes 2 

Glock (wooden – large) all notes 1 On top of music drawers. 

Glock with beaters (metal in briefcase) 
– all notes 

1 Next to music drawers. 

Glock notes:  Music drawers – own box 

B 6 

Bb 2 

E 5 

Low C 5 

High C 6 

G 5 

D 5 

A 5 

F 4 

Boom whacker notes: On top of music drawers. 

Pink C 5 

Orange D 5 

Yellow E 5 

Green F 5 

Dark green G 5 

Purple A 5 

Dark pink B 5 

Red high C 5 

Soprano Glockenspiels – all notes 10 Outside Maple class in secured cupboard. 

 

 


