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Introduction 

Glasshoughton Infant Academy is an enthusiastic, forward thinking and safe learning environment in 

which children are given every opportunity to complete a fulfilling infant school education. 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we believe that homework plays an important part in a child’s 

education. The benefit of doing homework must be instilled at an early age so that independent and 

self-initiated learning can be achieved. 

However, we are aware that children have opportunities and experiences outside of school that are 
equally important in developing and enriching their lives, giving children the opportunity to develop 
socially, emotionally, physically, morally and spiritually as well as academically. We give careful 
consideration to making homework well-balanced across the school. 
 
This Homework Policy was developed in consultation with staff members, parents, pupils and with 

the full agreement of the Governing Body. 

Aims 

Our Homework Policy aims to: 

• Develop a consistent approach to homework throughout the school. 

• Make sure that teaching staff, parents and pupils are aware of their responsibilities with 

regard to homework. 

• Ensure that parents have clarity on what their child is expected to do. 

• Encourage pupils to develop the responsibility and self-discipline required for independent 

study. 

• Maintain strong links between home and school whereby parents are fully informed of what 

their children are learning in school.  

• Work with parents and involve them in their child’s learning and to keep them informed 

about the work their child is covering. 

• Use homework as a tool to support raising standards of attainment. 

• Improve the quality of the learning experiences by extending it beyond the classroom. 

• Give pupils further practice and deeper understanding of skills, knowledge and concepts 

learned during the school day. 

• Consolidate children’s learning through activities that can be completed at home. 

• Develop home school links so that children are supported in their learning by grown-ups in 

the home as well as at school. 

• Support parents in helping their children achieve their full potential. 
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Responsibilities 

Role of the Senior Leadership Team and Governing Body 

• Frequently check compliance of the policy. 

• Monitor the effectiveness of the policy every year. 

• Review the policy every year and make appropriate updates as required. 

• Discuss with staff how far the Policy is being implemented. 

• Meet with parents as appropriate. 

• Support parents with information about homework. 

• Inform new parents about the Homework Policy. 

• Support teachers in setting appropriate homework to support, extend and challenge learning. 

• Speak with pupils around their opinions on homework at Glasshoughton Infant Academy.  

Role of the Teacher 

• Comply with the homework policy.  

• Provide an explanation of homework tasks and ensure all pupils understand what they have 

to do. 

• Ensure all homework given is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum. 

• Set homework that is appropriate to the child’s ability. 

• Monitor homework regularly and make sure pupils are completing it. 

• Mark homework and give feedback to pupils. 

• Communicate with parents if there is a problem regarding homework. 

• Be available for discussion if necessary to parents and pupils about homework. 

• Set homework that is consistent across classes. Ensure consistency across classes with the 

quantity and frequency of homework.  

• Ensure homework takes equal opportunities into account and that the needs of pupils with 

disabilities are considered. 

• Reward quality work and praise children who regularly complete homework. 

 

Role of Parents/Carers 

• Support their child in completing homework through encouragement and praise. 

• Become involved in their child’s homework and encourage their child to have a positive 

attitude towards it. 

• Make sure that their child completes homework to a high standard and on time. 

• Provide suitable conditions and resources for their child to complete homework. 

• Praise their child and celebrate achievements with regard to their homework. 

• Inform teachers of any issues that may arise and co-operate with the school to find a solution. 

• Keep the school informed of any change in circumstances which may affect their child’s 

learning and homework. 

• Encourage their child to discuss homework with them, including feedback from teachers. 

• Develop their child’s independence, supporting where necessary but developing their 

resilience to learning. 
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Role of Pupils 

• Take responsibility for their own learning. 

• Have a positive approach towards homework. 

• Put the same effort into homework as would be expected of class work.  

• Make sure they understand the tasks that have been set and seek clarification if required. 

• Ensure that they have everything they need to complete homework and return to school any 

equipment needed to complete their homework. 

• Take pride in the presentation and content of their homework and perform to a high personal 

standard.  

Homework Tasks – Current practice 

• Each year group will be informed of what is expected of them with regard to homework at the 

new to year group meeting in the Summer term. At this meeting parents are told what 

homework children will receive and why. This is also communicated to parents termly on the 

parent information leaflet. Parents are informed of ways they can help their child. Twitter, 

ClassDojo and Tapestry may also be used by teachers to aid parents when supporting their 

child to complete their homework.  

 

EYFS 

• Phonics: Children in Reception who are working within Phase 2 and 3 of the Letters and Sound 

phases have a phonics booklet which contains sounds or words the children need to work on 

next. These are updated weekly. They are checked by school staff and ticked when children 

correctly say the sound or word. Once the child has said it correctly three times it will be 

highlighted in pink.  

Key Stage 1 

• All children in Key Stage 1 have homework that supports their phonics, spelling, reading skills, 

comprehension and maths. Tasks will also support children’s learning within the wider 

curriculum, including encouraging children to be Scientists, Artists or Historians.  

• Phonics: Children who are working within Phase 2, 3 and 4 of the Letters and Sounds phases 

all have a phonics book which contains sounds the children need to work on next. These are 

updated weekly. They are checked by school staff and ticked and dated if they know the 

sound. If children are not secure the book is marked with a date and a dot put next to the 

phonemes they still need to work on. 

• Maths: All children have a fluency card which outlines facts that they ‘just need to know’ for 

their year group such as number bonds and times tables facts. They are checked by school 

staff and ticked and dated if they know the fact. If children are not secure the book is marked 

with a date and a dot put next to the fact they still need to work on. 

• High Frequency words: All children have a High Frequency word card which outlines tricky 

words that they need to recall by sight. They are checked by school staff and ticked and dated 

if they know the word. If children are not secure the book is marked with a date and a dot put 

next to the word they still need to work on. 
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• Spellings: Spellings are shared on ClassDojo every Friday and are tested the following Friday. 

Spellings are linked to the phonemes, spelling patterns and tricky words they have been 

learning that week. Children are encouraged to revisit past spellings to aid in the retention of 

spelling patterns, tricky words and known graphemes.  

 

Whole School 

• All children, from Nursery to Year 2, will receive a homework challenge card at the start of the 

topic. It is expected that children complete one task from each row and then one other each 

term (4 per term). They can be completed at the child’s discretion and brought in to 

school/shared on ClassDojo/shared on Tapestry for the teacher to see and give feedback on. 

 

Reading: 

All children in full time education receive a reading book each week. At Glasshoughton Infant 

Academy our reading books are banded by Phonics Phase. When the children become 

confident in reading Phase 5 sounds they will then move onto colour banded books. Children 

read the same book band at home and on Bug Club as they do at school. Parents are 

encouraged to write in the reading record as we feel it is important that parents feel their 

views are taken in to account and acted upon and this will be uploaded to Class Dojo for school 

staff to see.  

 

Library books: we also offer a school lending library that parents and children agree to joining. 

The books from here are pitched at varying levels of ability, however comprehension of the 

book can always be completed even if the children are not able to read the books themselves. 

In Nursery, parents can change their child’s library book with them at the beginning of a 

session by selecting from the shelves provided and recording in the library lending books. 

 

Online learning (Additional homework): 

 

Bug Club: Children have access to Bug Club and are provided with a username and password 

to login to the Active Learn site. The books on Bug Club match their reading level in school. 

Children are expected to read the books and answers the ‘Bugs’ which are comprehension 

questions based on what they have just read. Teachers check Bug Club weekly to see how 

many books children have read and to also check their comprehension. Teachers set books 

weekly on Bug Club for children to read. 

 

Doodle: Children have access to Doodle Maths, English, Spell and Tables. They are provided 

with a username and password. Doodle assesses children’s ability and sets work accordingly 

therefore it is important that children complete work independently. Teachers have the ability 

to reset Doodle so that a child can be reassessed if work is too hard. Teachers set weekly 

challenges on Doodle for children to complete.  

 

Numbots: Children have access to Numbots and are provided with a username and password. 

Numbots assesses children’s ability, speed and accuracy and allows children to move through 

the levels accordingly therefore it is important that children complete work independently.  
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TT Rockstars: Year 2 children have access to TT Rockstars and are provided with a username 

and password. TT Rockstars assesses children’s ability, speed and accuracy; therefore, it is 

important that children complete work independently. Challenges are set by teachers for 

children to compete in. 

 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we believe that learning is a holistic approach where all 

stakeholders – children, school and parents – are responsible for children making progress and 

achieving their full potential. 

 
The table below shows homework sent or accessed at home weekly for each year group: 
 

Year 
Group 

Homework 

Nursery • Homework challenge card  

• Library book changed at parents and child’s leisure 

Reception • Reading book chosen by teacher linked to phonic phase 

• Phonics book 

• Library book  

• High Frequency words 

• Fluency card 

• Homework challenge card 

Year 1 • Reading book chosen by teacher, linked to ability 

• Library book 

• Phonics book  

• Weekly spelling test 

• High frequency words  

• Fluency card 

• Homework challenge card  

Year 2 • Reading book chosen by teacher, linked to ability 

• Library book  

• Phonics book  

• Weekly spelling test 

• High frequency words 

• Fluency card 

• Homework challenge card 

 
Absences 

• If the child is absent from school, the school will supply them with a remote learning timetable 
that mirrors that of the work that is being completed at school so that no child is left behind. They 
will also have access to all online learning sites, such as Bug Club and Doodle and will be set extra 
activities for them to access. 

• If the child is absent from school due to illness or medical reasons, the school will not supply work 
for these periods as pupils should not be well enough to undertake work.  
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Pupils who fail to complete homework 

All pupils are expected to complete homework. Teachers will keep records of pupils completing 

homework which will be regularly checked. If pupils fail to complete homework, teachers will contact 

parents to find out why and discuss the support that school can offer.  

 

Marking homework 

Homework is marked according to the school’s marking policy. Feedback and comments will also be 

given to any online learning completed. 

 

Pupils with SEND 

• The school recognises that pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) may 

require specific tasks inline with their This is me targets, My Support Plans and EHCP.  

• While pupils with SEND may benefit from special tasks separate from the homework received 

from other pupils, it is important that they also do as much in common with other pupils. 

• A balanced amount of the right type of homework will be set for pupils with SEND, in consultation 

with the parents, SENCo and class teacher. 

 

Inclusion   

• The policy will be applied to all pupils. We welcome our general responsibilities under the 
Disability Equality Duty by promoting equal opportunities, eliminating discrimination and 
improving access to learning for disabled people. In order to comply with the requirements of the 
DDA 2006 we will make reasonable adjustments to ensure all stakeholders understand and can 
follow this policy. We will actively seek to remove any barriers to learning and participation that 
may hinder or exclude individuals or groups of pupils.  
 
Safeguarding statement 

• Child Protection Through their day-to-day contact with pupils and direct work with families, 
education staff have a crucial role to play in noticing indicators of possible abuse or neglect. Where 
it appears to a member of staff that a child may have been abused, the school is required, as part 
of local child protection procedures, to report their concerns to social services immediately. The 
Headteacher (and the Deputy Headteacher in her absence) is the designated teacher responsible 
for child protection. The School Admin Officer is the designated governor responsible for child 
protection.   

• Data Protection Act 1998   School collects data in order to meet its statutory responsibilities for 
the provision of education to children in accordance with the requirements of the Education Act 
1996 and The School Standards and Framework Act 1998. Some of this data will be shared with 
Wakefield Metropolitan District Council and may be shared with other agencies that are involved 
in the health and welfare of school children. Please be aware that personal data is also covered 
by the Data Protection Act 1998 whereby you as an individual may be liable if you disclose personal 
data inappropriately. Please see the school’s Data Protection policy. 
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• Safe recruitment and selection of staff. This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. All posts 
are exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act, therefore all convictions must be declared. 
Providing false information is an offence. Appointed staff, governors, regular volunteers and 
trainees have identity, qualification and criminal records bureau checks and have been 
successfully cleared to work with children.  

 

Monitoring and review 

 

This policy will be reviewed appropriate to new legislation or to the needs of the school. 

 

 

Signed: C.Ellis 

Mrs C Ellis Assistant Headteacher Date: Sept 2022 

Signed  

Mrs A Walker Headteacher     Date: Sept 2022 

  

Signed    

Mrs. B. Hughes Chair of Governors Date: Sept 2022 

 

 
 


