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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 

 



Intent: 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim to provide a stimulating and enriching Geography curriculum which inspires 
children’s interest and understanding as a Geographer, developing key skills including research, investigation and 
problem solving. Teaching is stimulating and exciting and provides them with a greater understanding of current 
events in the wider world. The Geography curriculum also provides the children with key life skills such as teamwork, 
empathy, communication, language, thinking and independence skills that will develop them both academically and 
socially. 
 
Children will be required to retrieve previous learning in their Geography lessons to support in their new learning. 
They will remember and apply key facts and then apply them in a variety of contexts, supporting them in transferring 
learning from their short term to their long-term memory. As geographers, children will investigate and compare a 
variety of places, both local and distant, through a variety of map work, questioning and different sources of 
information. They will investigate geographical patterns, understanding the difference between physical and human 
features, identify seasonal and daily weather patterns and identify land use around school. Children will communicate 
geographically, identifying compass directions, describing physical and human features and devising and interpreting 
maps and suitable symbols for these. Through their growing knowledge and understanding, children will gain an 
appreciation of life in other cultures, motivating them to find out about the physical world and recognise the 
importance of sustainability.  
 
The development of pupil language is at the forefront of our curriculum and we encourage children to ‘speak like an 

expert’ in their subject field, using a range of Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and terminology to communicate their learning. 

We understand how vital it is for our learners to build confidence in communication skills not only for their time in 

school but also to prepare them for working life. As well as communicating verbally, we also give children the 

opportunity to communicate their learning in a written form and through the use of technology, using and applying 

different skills across the curriculum.  

The developmental progressive curriculum is designed in such a way that individual needs, strengths and next 
steps are built upon to ensure no child, including those who are pupil premium or disadvantaged, fall behind.  
Glasshoughton Infant Academy’s ‘12 Steps to Outstanding’ teaching and learning philosophy promotes a Geography 
curriculum where lessons are engaging and suitably differentiated so that pupils spend the large majority of time in 
lesson working independently at their level of ability.  

EYFS Statutory Framework: 

In Understanding the World; The Natural world, children at the expected level of development will be able to: 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.  

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 
and changing states of matter. 

People, Culture and Communities, children at the expected level of development will be able to: 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction 
texts and maps. 

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

 

KS1 National Curriculum for Geography: 

By the end of KS1, children will be able to: 

Locational knowledge  

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  



• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas  
 

Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of 
a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country  

 
Human and physical geography  

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map Geography – 
key stages 1 and 2 3  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the 
key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

 
Implementation: 

Teaching Geography in School  
There is a coherent planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to end of Key Stage 1 and 
beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

▪ Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 
▪ Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention. 
▪ Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
 
Children in the EYFS focus on geographical skills mainly within ‘Understanding the World; The Natural World’ and 
‘Understanding the World; People, Culture and Communities’. In Key Stage 1, The National Curriculum for disciplinary 
knowledge and Glasshoughton Infant Academy’s procedural knowledge as a Geographer are the basis for sequences 
of learning, where children develop the disciplinary knowledge as a geographer alongside the procedural knowledge. 
Sequences of learning are planned so that progression is ensured as they build upon prior knowledge and children are 
expected to retrieve the knowledge to support learning moving from the short-term memory to the long-term 
memory. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and through 
planned progression built into the sequences of learning. 
 
Pupils have many opportunities to communicate their Geography procedural and disciplinary knowledge across the 
curriculum verbally, through different written forms and through a variety of technology. They are taught to ‘speak 
like an expert’ and use their knowledge of the correct vocabulary and terminology when speaking about their 
geography learning. Children will recall and learn disciplinary and procedural knowledge that is carefully planned to 
meet clear learning objectives taught in school. Children are given opportunities to retrieve their learning through 
planned sticky knowledge in every lesson. It is linked to the clear learning objective given, and is progressive across 
a sequence of learning, ensuring children develop their Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary and terminology. This ensures 
that children are explicitly clear about what they are learning during each session and how previous learning 
will help them to develop new disciplinary and procedural knowledge. Children’s learning is communicated to 
them clearly to allow them to develop an understanding of why they are being taught what they are being taught 
at that particular time; how previous learning will help them and what the learning intentions are at the end of 
the sequence. ‘Sticky knowledge’ also provides children with the correct vocabulary and terminology needed in 



order to effectively communicate their learning. Children are encouraged to ask as well as answer geographical 
questions and they are offered the opportunity to use a variety of data, including ICT where this serves to enhance 
their learning. Children take part in role play and discussions where they can engage in a wide variety of real-life 
situations, e.g. new houses being built in the local area. 
 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy children experience Geography at a level appropriate to their development. We 
believe that wherever possible learning should be through first-hand experience, but other media such as displays, 
ICT, books, photographs, maps etc. are used to aid the enquiry process. Wherever possible, geographical study 
involves practical use of the school buildings, grounds and the local area. Fieldwork and map work take place at various 
times throughout the year when appropriate to fit in with topics. A variety of visits within the local area and beyond 
are planned as part of the curriculum. While studying Geography, the children will undertake a number of walks and 
visits, especially in the local area.  
 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we plan to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND and 
disadvantaged pupils by offering a personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports and challenges 
all. Resilience and a growth mind set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. We are inspired 
for all learners to exceed their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their families, in their 
communities as well as in the wider world ensuring that they become ambitious lifelong learners. 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we strive to enhance children’s cultural capital by providing them with as many 
memorable learning experiences as possible to equip them with the experiences, disciplinary and procedural 
knowledge to succeed in later life. We provide extra-curricular clubs for all of our pupils to engage with real life 
learning experiences that a Geographer would use. For example, making and tasting foods from other countries and 
cultures. Children’s learning experiences are enhanced through outdoor learning, where children are ‘being’ a 
Geographer not ‘doing’ Geography. For example, they use maps for a real purpose in the outdoor area and see what 
this is like first hand. As a school, we plan trips in our local community and outside this, to enrich learning and give 
their learning a real purpose. We broaden children’s horizons by providing them with experiences that they may not 
otherwise encounter. We are passionate about developing independent learners who develop disciplinary and 
procedural knowledge which will not only create excellent life opportunities but will also prepare them exceptionally 
well for life beyond school. 

Pupils also have the opportunity to apply to become an Eco Warrior. Through a democratic vote within classes, 
children will vote for one child in their class to become their representative. This child, along with the other children 
chosen, will then focus on six key campaigns throughout the year that will have an ecological impact on our school 
and local environment.  They will share campaigns with their classmates and encourage others to become more 
environmentally friendly, whether this be by raising awareness of water usage or encouraging others to reduce litter. 
They will share successes through a class award system. 

Oracy  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy our aim is for all pupils to be informed, articulate and empowered. We are a ‘talk 
rich’ school: talk is central to our curriculum and to the way our pupils learn. Children learn through talk. We believe 
oracy (the ability to communicate effectively) is a central means of extending pupils’ linguistic, social, emotional and 
cognitive development; it is key to the progress and attainment of all pupils.  

Children in our school are taught to talk and are taught to learn through talk. Children are taught the skills needed in 
order to effectively communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings orally. They are taught to talk through the 
teaching of physical aspects when using their voice, such as fluency, tone and projection, alongside effective body 
language; posture, eye contact, gestures and posture.  

Our curriculum design in Geography intends for children to be able to confidently articulate their knowledge and 
understanding through purposeful interaction with their peers. Talk is at the forefront of children’s learning and is 
something which children are immersed in daily. 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we recognise that children speaking using correct standard English is vital to 
ensure the effective communication of their learning, both in school and beyond. All staff use the ‘Standard English 
at GIA’ document to familiarise themselves with misconceptions within their year group and plan carefully to 
address these.  



Collaborative learning structures are taught progressively from nursery to year 2. These structures encourage and 
support effective oracy skills between peers and allow teachers to teach specific speaking and listening skills.  

Vocabulary dictionaries developed for each subject area are progressive from nursery to year 2 and provide teachers 
with a clear structure of what vocabulary children need to know, understand and be using to communicate their 
learning. They also provide teachers with the knowledge of the vocabulary that children have already been taught 
and are confident to use. This vocabulary is included within learning sequences; speak like an expert and sticky 
knowledge, and is used consistently by all adults across school. The Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary that is planned for in 
Geography, ensures children can communicate their learning effectively as a geographer.  

Both Voice 21 and Launchpad for Literacy are used to support the planning and teaching of oracy, including specific 
speaking and listening skills, across all subject areas.  

Impact: 
We carefully track progress to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum through 
skills, knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of the year,  the vast 
majority of children will have sustained mastery of the content, disciplinary and procedural knowledge, they 
remember it all and are fluent in it. Some children will have reached a greater depth of understanding . 
 
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

• ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression.  

• enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

• meet the needs of pupils of all abilities at the academy.  

• allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

• prepare pupils to make informed choices  

• help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

The contribution of Geography to teaching in other curriculum areas 
Children will be able to use and apply their learning across the curriculum, utilising skills in a variety of contexts. They 
will be able to communicate appropriately using the correct vocabulary, clearly articulating their learning verbally, in 
a written form and through the use of technology. 

 
Literacy 

• Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of Literacy because it actively promotes the skills 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that are used are geographical in nature.  

 
Mathematics 

• Geography contributes to the teaching of Mathematics in a variety of ways. The children are taught how to 
represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four and 
six figure grid references. They also use graphs and diagrams (e.g. Venn diagrams) to explore, analyse and 
illustrate a variety of data.  

 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

• Provision is made for the children to use the iPads, Chromebooks, roamers and Beebots in Geography lessons 
where appropriate. They research information through the internet and other computer programs, including 
Google Earth. Beebots and roamers are used to stimulate and enhance learning of direction and routes.  
 

Personal, Social, Health, and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) 

• Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education. 
Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social welfare. For example, children 
study the way people recycle material and how environments are changed for better or for worse. Secondly, 
the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in discussions. Therefore, 
Geography in our Academy promotes the concept of positive citizenship.  
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC) 



• There are many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life through the medium of 
Geography. For example, their work on the changing landscape and environmental issues leads children to ask 
questions. The children reflect on the impact of mankind on our world and are introduced to the concept of 
‘stewardship’ in relation to sustainable development. Through teaching about contrasting localities, the 
children develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures.  

 

Assessment: 
On entry to Nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Development Matters. Children new to 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy in Reception are baselined when they join us. This information supports in setting 
aspirational targets for all children at the end of Nursery and Reception. In Year 1 and Year 2, the attainment at the 
end of Reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children to strive to achieve. Planned 
sticky knowledge ensures that children are moving knowledge from the short-term memory to the long-term 
memory. 
Assessment for learning is part of the daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely and appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress.  

Children in Foundation Stage are summatively assessed at each data drop against the development matters ages and 
stages that informs future planning and provision area learning opportunities. In Key Stage 1, children are assessed as 
working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. As we 
recognise that effective communication, including speaking and listening, reading and writing, create the fundamental 
learning blocks needed for children to develop their disciplinary and procedural knowledge across all subject areas, 
teachers are expected to assess these skills alongside Geographical knowledge and skills at each assessment point. 
Consequently, barriers to learning are quickly identified and next steps are put in place to address these for individual 
pupils.  
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