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Curriculum Intent 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide a curriculum that enables children to be creative, inclusive, 
challenging and linked to the real-world curriculum that inspires future thinkers, innovators and problem solvers in 
an immersive environment that stimulates and supports high quality learning. We are inspired for all learners to 
exceed their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their families, in their communities as a 
well as in the wider world ensuring that they become ambitious life long learners. We are passionate about 
developing independent learners who develop procedural and disciplinary knowledge which will not only create 
excellent life opportunities but will also prepare them exceptionally well for life beyond the academy.  

The curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy is built around 2 curriculum drivers: 

Aspirations - which help pupils to know their future possibilities and build aspirations for their lives. 

 

Experiences - The school provides memorable experiences which help children to engage actively in their 

learning by providing real ‘hands on’ experiences, supported by exploration and investigation to make links 

and sense of their learning, supplemented by shared experiences provided by visitors and visits to the 

wider community, to link to the wider world. 

 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy our curriculum has been planned coherently to ensure coverage of procedural 
and disciplinary knowledge required for all subjects, with the substantive ‘sticky knowledge’ highlighted to all 
stakeholders.  Planned retrieval, through ‘speak like an expert’ in every lesson ensures that children are retrieving 
knowledge from the previous year, term and lesson to deepen through application in their new learning, transferring 
from children’s short term memory to their long term memory.  The curriculum is planned using a spacing and 
interleaving methodology to support disciplinary and procedural knowledge development, retrieval and application. 
This is used to ensure that planning meets the needs and statutory requirements for all year groups. The curriculum 
is designed to be immersive and creative where the pedagogy is hugely engaging and ensures that all of our children 
succeed and love to learn. The developmental progressive curriculum ensures no children fall behind in their 
learning, including pupil premium and disadvantaged.  

The curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy emphasises the importance of developing the depth of children’s 
learning. In essence, this means providing children with increased cognitive challenge, allowing them to apply the 
skills which they have learnt independently in a range of contexts rather than moving them onto the next skill 
needlessly when they have not truly mastered it. Such thinking is encapsulated in the scenario below 

 

 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we want to challenge our children to become independent, well-round 
individuals who take ownership of their learning and become deep thinkers. Moreover, we want our children to be 
able to apply their knowledge and skill set in a range of contexts within school and real life. 



 

Learners will be literate and numerate: 

The development of pupil language and oracy is at the forefront of our curriculum as we understand how vital it is 

for our learners to build confidence in communication skills, not only for their time in school, but also to prepare 

them for working life. We ensure learners have opportunities in all subjects to discuss, challenge and build on other 

points of view and to develop language and vocabulary to ensure they can have the confidence to speak to different 

audiences. We recognise that effective communication, both verbal and through the written form, is vital in allowing 

children to demonstrate and explain their learning across the curriculum. Accurate use of a range of higher tier 

vocabulary and subject and topic specific terminology allows all pupils to effectively communicate their learning.  

Numeracy skills are embedded across the curriculum.  Expert teaching, pre teaching and precisely planned 

intervention are used for children who need further support to access the curriculum. The academy ensures that 

pupils are literate and numerate enabling them to flourish, thrive and access the next stage of their education, 

employment or training.   

Pupils will build their character  

At the Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we are totally committed to improving the life chances and aspirations of 

pupils. We focus on building character and resilience ensuring children have access to a wider curriculum which 

provides opportunities in sport, creativity, performing, world of work, volunteering and membership.  An extensive 

enrichment programme supports the development of pupils into well rounded citizens. Clubs and the GIA pledge 

offered to all pupils promote a range of learning experiences which may be outside of their norm.  

Pupils will develop their cultural, moral, social, mental and physical development  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we pride ourselves on delivering a curriculum which is immersed in SMSC 

(Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural). SMSC embedded throughout our everyday practices in order to develop pupils 

as a whole, not just academically, to ensure that they are fully prepared for life in modern Britain, where learning is 

linked to the real world and experiences. Children are encouraged to take part in a range of sporting, cultural and 

charitable activities. Experiences are carefully planned for in order to broaden children’s experiences beyond their 

everyday opportunities developing their Cultural Capital to infer meaning of future and previous learning.  

The sequentially planned coherent curriculum, is planned around the procedural and disciplinary knowledge, where 

the learning opportunities that are mapped to ensuring the SMSC, British Values and the nine Protected 

Characteristics are threaded through all learning opportunities in all curriculum areas.  

Home Learning 

Carefully planned and resourced home learning will ensure that children who are not ab le to attend school do 
not fall behind in their learning and receive the same high-quality learning opportunities which children in 
school are accessing. This continues to be updated weekly on our school website and can also be sent to 
parents via Parentmail. Learning at home can be sent to class teachers via Class Dojo for individual feedback to 
ensure no learning time is lost and the quality of the GIA curriculum remains consistent.  
 
Curriculum Implementation: 

A carefully planned and structured curriculum is the foundation upon which excellent learning and development is 

built.  The curriculum is designed and implemented in such a way that it builds on prior knowledge and prepares 

pupils for the next stage in their education. This is complimented by the academy’s ’12 steps to outstanding’ 

teaching and learning philosophy.  This ensures that lessons are engaging and suitably differentiated so that pupil 

spend the large majority of time in lesson working independently at their level of ability.   

The ability to communicate is key to ensuring children learn effectively across the curriculum. Children are taught to 

use accurate terminology and vocabulary to communicate their learning to a variety of audiences, both verbally and 

through written means. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, children learn to talk and learn through talk through the 

implementation and planning of oracy across all curriculum areas.  



Children are taught to ‘speak like an expert’ within each lesson, prompting the accurate use of tier 2 and tier 3 

vocabulary and terminology when communicating their learning. Children use this to retrieve procedural and 

disciplinary knowledge previously taught in order to access new learning.  

Sticky knowledge is introduced to children within every lesson. This ensures children are explicitly clear about the 

procedural and disciplinary knowledge that they are acquiring within that lesson. This sticky knowledge is then 

retrieved and built upon daily and weekly through planned sequences of learning. Subject specific terminology and 

definitions are introduced to children effectively through sticky knowledge.  

Development of language and building knowledge are integral to curriculum planning.  Subject Leaders, who are 

experts in their subjects, carefully construct a curriculum that promotes a deep understanding of a wide range of 

topics.  Teachers plan learning that allows pupils to embed and recall knowledge through techniques such as 

interleaving of topics spaced and retrieval practice.   

Children are provided with many opportunities to practice new procedural and disciplinary knowledge until they 

become experts. Opportunities to apply their procedural and disciplinary knowledge in a variety of contexts is then 

provided to ensure this learning becomes embedded into their long term memory.  

There is a coherent sequentially planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to nursery to 
the end of key stage 1 and beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

▪ Learning is most effective with spaced repetition 
▪ Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention.  
▪ Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
There should be depth before breadth.  Maximise learning time in all subjects and consider the subject specific 
procedural and disciplinary knowledge and vocabulary required. Additional time is given to English and 
Mathematics to ensure that students have the essential skills needed for life and to access the full curriculum, 
especially harnessing Reading as a tool for independent learning across the curriculum. Phonics is taught within 
a specific programme to create effective readers and writers in all curriculum areas.  
 
Targeted support and additional challenge to ensure all learners make at least national rates of progress from 
their starting points and over time. Additional support is provided for children who are not meeting their 
targets through bespoke small group intervention led by highly skilled professionals. This is monitored through 
pupil progress meetings and SMART targets to ensure the impact of the interventio n is as anticipated in a 
timely manner.  Ensure all students’ progress is in line with national expectations and learners and their 
teachers are ambitious to achieve more through deeper learning opportunities.  
 
Daily Diet  
Some of our content is subject specific, whilst other content is combined in a cross -curricular approach.  
Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, replaces the teaching of some aspects of the curriculum and, 
in other cases, provides retrieval practise for previously learned content. For example, seasonal change in 
science is taught as a daily routine with comparisons to other parts of the world.  

 
Suspended learning in blocks of time where core principles in a range of curriculum areas includin g, health, RE, 
SMSC & PSHE, Heritage weeks, Creative week and Science week allow children to spend a focussed block of time 
immersed in a depth of knowledge linked to all subject areas.  
 
The curriculum is further enriched and boosted through the wide variety of extra curricular activities that are 
available for the infant children including music classes where they learn to play an instrument, sports coaching, 
MFL, craft and creative clubs, computing and coding club. All children are invited to attend the clubs through an 
open invitation and specific children, including our most identified vulnerable children are contacted individually 
to ensure they are involved in our clubs.    
 
 
We have a very broad Primary Curriculum covering 12 subjects meeting all the  national curriculum 
requirements. 
 



The curriculum includes: 
➢ English  
➢ Mathematics  
➢ Science 
➢ History  
➢ Geography  
➢ Religious Education 
➢ Music 
➢ Art  
➢ Design Technology 
➢ Computing 
➢ Physical Education  
➢ RSHE 

 
 

 

Environmental Stimulus 

This is a key teaching approach that promotes engagement for all learners. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we use 
environmental stimuli to enrich a child’s experience by promoting the stimulation of senses: touch, sight, smell and 
hearing. The classrooms have flexible learning spaces, which allow children to feel empowered to make daily 
decisions about how they would like to learn, therefore engaging them further. For example, some children may 
decide to lay on their stomach with a clipboard to complete their work because that feels more comfortable for 
them. Engaging outdoor learning opportunities are planned weekly to promote all areas of the curriculum across 
EYFS and KS1.  

 

Curriculum Impact 

We carefully track to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, 
knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of the year, the vast majority 
of children have sustained mastery of the content, knowledge and skills, they remember it all and are fluent in 
it. Some children will have reached a greater depth of understanding where they can apply their learning. 
Children will be able to confidently utilise taught skills across the curriculum in a variety of contexts as the 
learning will have become embedded into their long-term memory as a result of frequent retrieval.  
 
Weekly home learning lessons for those who are unable to attend school ensure that no children are left 
behind in their learning and are provided with the same high-quality opportunities and feedback that children 
receive in school. When children return to school, gaps in learning are minimised as much as possible as a 
result. 
 
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

• ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression.  

• enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

• meet the needs of pupils of all abilities at the academy.  

• allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

• prepare pupils to make informed choices  

• help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

 
 



Assessment: 
On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Curriculum. This information supports school 
in setting aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery. 
 
All children in reception complete the NFER Statutory baseline. Children who are also new to Glasshoughton Infant 
Academy in reception are baselined when they join us. Children who have attended Glasshoughton Infant Academy 
nursery have their end of nursery assessment as their starting point for reception. This information supports school 
in setting aspirational targets for all children at the end of reception.  
 
In Year 1 and year 2, the attainment at the end of reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets 
for children to strive to achieve. Regular opportunities to retrieve and apply learning ensure that children embed 
knowledge into their long term memory. 
 
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconception are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress. Daily 
feedback is recorded for all lessons (see appendix C), with feedback for disadvantaged children highlighted every 
lesson. 

The impact of the curriculum is assessed at 3 assessment points: 

o Assessment point 1 – 28th November 2022 

o Assessment point 2 – 13th March 2023 

o Assessment point 3 – 10th July 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject areas: 

English 

English is core subject and underpins a lot of the learning at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. Not only are basic skills 
taught but English is also embedded into project based learning and peer and self assessment. Across the school we 
focus on developing the child’s speaking and listening, reading writing and handwriting skills which support lifelong 
learning. The English leader works alongside all staff at Glasshoughton Infant Academy to ensure that children 
receive the best learning experiences possible. Reading is a very important element of English and this is encouraged 
to be practiced at both school and at home across the curriculum. Children are provided with many opportunities to 
read a variety of texts as a Historian, Scientist and Geographer, etc. Children develop the knowledge that reading is 



an essential skill needed to ensure their success in all subject areas. Children are able to communicate their learning 
effectively across the curriculum to different audiences through orally presenting and through different genres of 
writing. Children are confident to articulate their learning using accurate terminology and vocabulary.  

Mathematics 

Mathematics is a core subject and is taught daily at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. We believe that children should 
be taught the basic mathematical skills that will enable them to become confident using mathematics in further 
education and in everyday life. Children learn basic skills in maths and apply them in their learning to differing 
situations. Manipulatives are used to promote children’s understanding of mathematical concepts through the CPA 
method. We firmly believe we give the children the time and support to apply skills and make mistakes in a safe 
environment by supporting each individual as they learn, grow and succeed.  

Science 

Science is a core subject at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. As a school the staff work hard to provide the children 
with a variety of activities that involve lots of scientific hands on experiences. The children are encouraged to think 
and investigate in a number of ways both with the support of the adults and independently to develop their 
knowledge. Science is delivered with a very ‘hands on’ approach and is very practical allowing the children to think 
scientifically, broaden their own thinking skills and at the same time develop their understanding of the different 
scientific concepts. 

History and Geography 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we aim to provide a stimulating and enriching humanities curriculum. The 
humanities curriculum consists of Geography and History.  We aim to provide a curriculum which informs the 
children of previous historical events and ensures geographical and environmental understanding. Teaching is 
stimulating, exciting and provides them with a greater understanding of current events in the wider world. The 
humanities curriculum also provides the children with key life skills such as teamwork, empathy, communication, 
language, thinking and independence skills that will develop your child both academically and socially. 

Religious Education 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide Children with a rich cultural, moral and spiritual understanding of the 
world through the teaching of Religious Education. Children have a weekly RE lesson alongside whole school and 
class assemblies where they develop a greater understanding of themselves and their local, national and 
international community and the role that they play within that. Teaching is stimulating, exciting and provides them 
with a greater understanding of current events in the wider world. The curriculum provides the children with key life 
skills such as teamwork, empathy, communication, language, thinking and independence skills that will develop 
children both academically and socially. 

 

Creative Arts 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, children explore a wide range of skills and media through a range of pedagogical 
approaches to the creative arts, focusing on real life Artists, Musicians and Designers. The arts are a form of 
celebration, communication and expression. Drama, music, dance and art help children to develop self-awareness 
and confidence and to acquire empathy, teamwork and listening skills. Participation in the arts develops gross and 
fine motor skills and can be used to support all other areas of the curriculum. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we 
offer a curriculum rich in the arts, inspiring and nurturing each individual, raising self-esteem and confidence.  

Technologies 



At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we believe in preparing our children for a technological future. We believe that 
mobile technology already merged with our ethos, pedagogy, vision and immersive environments will give our 
children a relevant and successful education which will enhance their learning opportunities. This will develop 
individuals and prepare them for the technological future in their everyday and working lives. We also aim to provide 
children with Design and technology skills that will ready them for future jobs and provide life skills.  

Wellbeing 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we endeavor to promote the importance of physical and mental wellbeing to all 
children across the school. Daily the children take part in wellbeing activities linked to their physical wellbeing (daily 
mile) and the mental wellbeing (daily wellbeing activities) 

We encourage participation in a wide range of our extra-curricular activities. We offer a range of engaging, creative 
and exciting PE lessons giving the children opportunity to learn and try new things, gain physical skills but also 
develop their skills of sportsmanship for future life. Children are taught gymnastics, apparatus, dance, outdoor 
games, athletics and team games. Wellbeing is promoted through daily exercise including the daily mile and Joe 
Wicks sessions.  

Relationships, Sex and Health education is a crucial aspect of our curriculum. We aim to ensure each child develops a 
deep understanding of not only themselves, but their peers and other members of our society. We strive to prepare 
them to become positive citizens of our community and try to ensure they understand the importance of a healthy 
and active lifestyle. Many different important concepts are taught during RSHE, which not only prepare children for 
the future, but also ensure at present they are healthy, positive and confident individuals. This is planned 
progressively for every year group for every year group. 
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