
Music at Glasshoughton Infant 
Academy

Daily Diet 
Learn routine songs –

tidy up song, 
weather song, Happy 

Birthday, classical 
and pop music

Nursery

Daily Diet – tricky word 
song, Jolly phonics 
songs, counting songs, 
number bonds song, 
classical, jazz, rock, pop 
and country music. 

Reception

Year 1

Daily Diet 
I can ask questions about a 
piece of music 
I can describe what I can hear 
and give an opinion about the 
work of a Musician.
I can listen to various musical 
styles and identify the inter-
related dimensions of music 
(pitch, duration and tempo). 
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• I play an instrument by shaking it 
• I play an instrument by tapping it. 
I identify and name a drum, bell, tambourine and 
maraca. 

Nursery Dictionary

Sound Something you can hear.

Sing We use our voices to make sounds to sing songs.

Instrument Something which makes a sound. 

I listen to music. 
I move to music. 
I sing nursery rhymes I know well. 

I sing a song in a high and low voice. 
I sing in a high or low voice to copy another singer. 
I make up my own song. 
I sing a song for other people. 

Reception Dictionary

Pulse
A steady beat like a ticking clock or 
your heartbeat.

Pitch How high or low a sound is. 

Lyrics The words of a song. 

I sing a song in a high or low pitch. 
I match the pitch of another singer. 
I identify the pitch in a piece of music, 
I watch and listen to others as an audience. 
I sing a for an audience. 

I perform for different sized audiences (class, group, one 
person).
I compose my own song and perform. 
I compose my own song about a main theme. 

I sing a solo.
I hear and identify the pulse in 
music. 
Lyrics are the words in a song.
I match the pulse by clapping or 
stamping feet. 
I match the pulse using a drum, 
bell, tambourine or maraca. 
I create the pulse in a piece of 
music using an instrument.  

I sing songs from memory with pitch. 
I identify the pitch within a musical pattern. 
I make different sounds with my voice. 
I describe what I hear and give an opinion on the work of a 
Musician. 
I identify the pulse/beat in a piece of music. 
I discuss the tempo of a piece of music. 

I can perform a simple part rhythmically using untuned 
instruments. 
I can perform a simple repeated pattern using untuned 
instruments. 
I can identify the character in a piece of music. 
I can identify the dynamics in a piece of music. 

I can begin to identify the style of work of Elgar and compare to Beethoven and 
Mozart. 
I can identify the structure of a piece of music. 
I compare the music of three classical composers. 
I use visual notation to record compositions in a small group. 

Year 1 Dictionary

Tempo How fast or slow a piece of music is. 

Character If the piece is happy or sad.

Dynamics How loud or quiet the music is. 

Composer Someone who writes music. 

Structure 
The order that different parts of the song are played 
in.

Composition A created song or piece of music. 

Notes Visual representations of music. 

Daily Diet 
I can ask questions about a piece of 
music 
I can describe what I can hear and 
give an opinion about the work of a 
musician.
I can identify the style of work of 
Beethoven, Mozart and Elgar. 

I identify the melody within a song. 
I hum and follow the melody within a song. 
I discuss the negative or positive intent of the 
melody within a song. 
I describe the duration of a musical note 
within a range of genres. 
I sing a musical note of different durations. 
I compose a simple sing with a clear structure 
to the melody. 
I compose a simple song using notes of 
different durations. 

I recognise that glocks and boom whackers are tuned instruments. 
I know that some instruments are tuned and some are untuned. 
I play a tuned instrument to the melody of a well-known song or 
rhyme. 
I compose a simple song using tuned instruments. 
I talk about the structure, dynamics and melody of my 
compositions. 
I record my performance and offer ways I could improve my work. 
I improvise my composition from feedback given. 

I identify that a crotchet and quaver are musical notes of different 
durations. 
I play a crotchet on a tuned instrument. 
I play a quaver on a tuned instrument. 
I compose a song using crotchets and quavers.
I record my compositions using simple notation to represent a quaver 
and a crotchet.

Year 2 Dictionary

Melody Main tune of a song.

Genre A type of music. 

Duration How long or short a note is. 

Crotchet = 1 beat

Quaver =1/2 a beat 

Improvise Create music on the spot. 

Composers

Beethoven 
Mozart
Elgar

Composers / Genres
African music
Sea Shanties 


