
History Curriculum Content 2022/2023 

History Curriculum Content 
Nursery – Understanding the world – Past and Present 

Nursery - Autumn 2022 Nursery - Spring 2023 Nursery - Summer 2023 

Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

All About Me and My World 

All About Me and My World - My big book of Families, Colour 
Monster.   

Festivals and Celebrations – Mixed   
 

Growing and Changing 

Lifecycles - The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Growing Frogs   
Plants - Jasper’s Beanstalk, Titch- Human Lifecycle    

 

On the Farm 

Farm – Old Macdonald had a Farm, Non Fiction – weekly animal.   
The Three Little Pigs  

 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Myself, my family and my 
community 

Sticky Knowledge 
People, Culture and communities 

• I am part of a family. 

• Families can include parents, sisters, brothers, grandparents, 
aunties, uncles and cousins. 

• Families may be different. 

The Natural World 

• People start as a baby, then a child, an adult, and an old 
person. 

• Animals and plants grow and change over time. 
Past and Present 

• We order from first to last for it to make sense. 

Past and Present 

• The past is something that has already happened. 

Procedural Knowledge 
People, Culture and communities 

• I can talk about myself and my family. 

• I can name members of my own family  

• I can identify how my family is the same or different to others  
 

The Natural World 

• I can name some parts of the life cycle. 

• I can explain how I have changed over time. 
Past and Present 

• I can order events (first and last). 

Past and Present 

• I can explain what the past is. 

• I can communicate similarities and differences about something now 
and something from the past. 

• I can talk about something that has happened in the past. 
 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
People, Culture and communities 

• Family is a group of one or more parents and their children 
living together as a unit. 

• My family also includes my grandparents, aunties, uncles, 
cousins. 

• Families come in all different make ups and sizes. 

• The life cycle of a human is: baby, toddler, child, teenager, 
adult, elderly  

• When looking at history we have to put things in the order 
that they happened otherwise it won’t make sense  

• Animals and plants grow and change over time  
 
 
 
 
 

Past and Present 

• The past is something that has already happened. 

• Different things were invented in the past and help us now. 
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Reception – Understanding the world – Past and Present 

Reception - Autumn 2022 Reception - Spring 2023 Reception- Summer 2023 

Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

All About Me related books The Stickman  Owl Babies  The Little Red Hen Oliver’s Vegetables    Mad about Mini-Beasts/What 
the Ladybird Heard 

 

Myself, my family and my community My community  Life cycles 

Sticky Knowledge 
Past and Present 

• Remembrance Day is a day to remember soldiers who fought in 
the war. 

• On this day we wear poppies. 
 

Past and Present 

• In the past the mill in Castleford was used to grind flour. 

• Not all black and white photos are from the past. 

• In the past, there was no electricity. 
 

Past and Present 

• Arcimboldo is an Italian painter. 

• He painted fruits and vegetables to create his art. 

• He is from the past. 
 

Procedural Knowledge 
• I can name a significant historical event e.g. Remembrance Day. 

• I can recall some key facts about a significant historical event 
e.g. Remembrance Day. 

• I can explain why a historical event is significant e.g. 
Remembering soldiers.  

• I can discuss significant events within my own living memory 
that are in the past e.g. birthday, weekend, holiday. 

 

• I can make observations about images from the past (roles 
within society). 

• I can name some facts about a significant historical place. 

• I can explain why a historical place is still important to 
Castleford. 

 

• I can observe paintings from the past. 

• I can name a significant historical person. 

• I can name some facts about a significant historical person. 

• I can explain why a significant historical person is still important. 

• I can discuss people who are significant to me. 
 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Past and Present 

• A significant event is an event that is very important and 
should not be forgotten. 

• Remembrance Day is a day celebrated on 11th November 
every year – 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month. This 
day in 1918 was the day the 1st world war ended. 

• Remembrance Day is a day to remember all the soldiers 
who fought in any conflict and who still fight today for our 
country. On this day we wear poppies and hold a two 
minutes silence to remember them.  

Past and Present 

• In the past the mill in Castleford was used to grind flour. 

• Not all black and white photos are from the past. 

• There was no electricity at the mill. 

• The River Aire powered the wheel that was used to grind the 
mill. 

 

Past and Present 

• Arcimboldo is an Italian painter. 

• He painted fruits and vegetables to create his art. 

• He painted portraits. 

• He used fruit and vegetables to represent different parts of a face. 
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• We still celebrate Remembrance Day today because it is 
important to show respect for the people who fought for 
our country and allowed us to live the way we live our 
lives today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 – History 

Year 1 - Autumn 2022 Year 1 - Spring 2023 Year 1 - Summer 2023 

Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Traditional Tales  What is great about where we live? Oh I do like to be beside the seaside  

 Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella Beegu, The smartest giant in town Billy’s bucket, The Literacy Shed – Something fishy 

Person: Claude Monet 
Impact: Founder of impressionist 

painting 
Compared to: Arcimboldo 

Event: Closure of Castleford Mines 
Impact: Environmentally friendly systems in 

place/ being created 

Person: Queen Victoria 
Impact: Industrial expansion, educational 

advances, abolition of slavery. 
Compared to: Elizabeth 1 

Person: Alexander Graham Bell 
Impact: Creation of the telephone and the 

start of communication between two 
different places 

Compared to: Steve Jobs 

Person: William the Conqueror 
Event: Battle of Hastings 

Impact: Change of leadership. Creation of 
the English language. 

Person: LS Lowry 
Impact: Distinctive style of painting known as 

matchstick men.  
Compared to: Claude Monet  
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Sticky Knowledge 
Autumn 1: 
Significant Historical Individuals 
In 1872, there was a French 
painter called Claude Monet.  
 
He was an impressionist 
painter.  
 
A picture of waterlilies was 
Monet’s most famous painting.  

Autumn 2: 

Significant Historical Events 
Beyond Living  
People were coalminers in 
Castleford. 
 
Children as young as 5 worked in 
the mines. 
 
Mining is a major part of 
Castleford’s history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 1: 
Significant Historical Individuals 
Queen Victoria was a British 
Queen who became queen in 
1837.  
 
This was called the Victorian 
period. 
 
When Victoria became Queen -
Poor children often had to go to 
work to earn money for their 
family.  
Most rich children went to 
school or someone taught them 
at home. 
 
Children did not have as many 
toys and clothes as children 
today. 
 
 
 

Spring 1: 
Significant Historical Individuals 
Bell was the inventor of the 
telephone. 
 
 In 1876 he made his first phone 
call.  
 
It was the first time people could 
talk on a telephone.  
 
 

Summer 1: 
Significant Historical Events 
Beyond Living Memory 
When King Harold was defeated, 
William became the King of 
England.  
 
This was called the Battle of 
Hastings. 
 
Significant Historical Individuals 
In 1066, the King of England, died.  
 
William made an army to attack 
England. 
 
 
 

Summer 2: 
Significant Historical Individuals 
In 1909, LS Lowry began his love of 
painting.  
 
The figures he painted were called 
‘Matchstick men.’ 
 
Lowry had many famous paintings. 

Procedural Knowledge 
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• I can use historical words and phrases such as old and new. 

• I can recall a significant historical person who has lived in the 

past and what made them significant. 

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives today. 

• I can compare two artists who were significant to the past. 

• I can recount a significant event that happened in the past and 

what made it significant. 

• I can explain the impact that event had on our lives today. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by listening 

to stories, looking at pictures and using the internet. 

• I can investigate the life of a significant person or event from the 

past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between significant 

people that lived in different periods. 

• I can explain where significant people or events fit within a 

chronological framework using simple historical words. 

• I can recall a wide variety of historical vocabulary and terms 

linked to the significant person or event. 

 

• I can use historical words and phrases such as in the past, in the 
present and in the future. 

• I can recall a significant historical person who has lived in the 

past and what made them significant. 

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives today. 

• I can compare two monarchs who were significant to the past 

and to the present. 

• I can compare two inventors who were significant to the past 

and to the present. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by listening 

to stories, looking at pictures and using the internet. 

• I can investigate the life of a significant person or event from the 

past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between significant 

people that lived in different periods. 

• I can explain where significant people fit within a chronological 

framework using simple historical words such as a past, present 

and future. 

• I can recall a wide variety of historical vocabulary and terms 
linked to the significant person. 

• I can use historical words and phrases such as modern and dated. 

• I can recall a significant historical person who has lived in the past 

and what made them significant. 

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives today. 

• I can compare two artists who were significant to the past. 

• I can recount a significant event that happened in the past in my 

locality and what made it significant. 

• I can explain the impact that event had on our lives today. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by listening to 

stories, looking at pictures and using the internet. 

• I can investigate the life of a significant person or event from the 

past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between significant 

people that lived in different periods. 

• I can explain where significant people or events fit within a 

chronological framework using simple historical words such as 

modern and dated. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Autumn 1: 
Significant Historical Individuals 
In 1872, a French painter called Claude Monet painted a picture of a 
harbour using loose brushstrokes. He named the picture Impression, 
sunrise. His style of painting became known as impressionist. 
 
Impressionism is a style of painting that began in the 1860s when 
artists began to paint outside rather than in studios. The artists 
captured moments in time. 
 
A picture of waterlilies was Monet’s most celebrated painting of his 
career. 
 
Autumn 2: 

Significant Historical Events Beyond Living Memory 
Wheldale colliery was founded in 1868. There is now a wheel to 
show where the mine was.  

Significant Historical Individuals 
Spring 1: 
Queen Victoria was a British Queen who reigned between 1837 and 
1901, this was called the Victorian period. She was the longest 
reigning British Monarch. 
 
During her reign there were big changes for education: 
-Queen Victoria changed life for children. When she was a child, 
children had to work. When she died children went to school. 
 
Queen Elizabeth l was also a Queen like Victoria.  
Elizabeth’s reign is known as the ‘golden age’. 
She was known for her outfits, jewellery, appearance and 
magnificent portraits. 
She reigned for 45 years. 
Elizabeth never married. 
 

Summer 1: 

Significant Historical Events Beyond Living Memory 
Following the defeat of King Harold, William claimed his right to the 
throne and was crowned King of England on Christmas day. 
 
William was a Norman King and the country had been ruled by Anglo-
Saxons beforehand.  
There were big changes including: 
-new owners of land 
-William gave land to De’Lacy so that he could build a castle. 
-what we say now is because of William.  
 
In 1066, the King of England, King Edward, died. Three people believed 
they should take the throne; William, the Duke of Normandy, Harold 
Godwinson, Earl of Essex and King Harald of Norway. 
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Children were often employed underground in dangerous conditions. 
 
Wheldale colliery was closed in 1987. 
 
Coal mining still exists today but not like in the past. 
 
Mining is a major part of Castleford’s Heritage and many people from 
Castleford worked or knew someone who worked in the mines. It 
created many jobs for the people of Castleford. 
 
Chronological framework 

• Wheldale colliery closed down over 30 years ago. 

• Impressionism started around 150 years ago. 
 
Similarities and differences in different periods 

• There are less coal mines now than in the 20th century. 

• Mining is a major part of Castleford’s Heritage and many people 
from Castleford worked or knew someone who worked in the 
mines. It created many jobs for the people of Castleford. Now, 
there are no longer any collieries in Castleford and instead the 
people of Castleford have a range of different jobs. 

• In 1872, a French painter called Claude Monet painted a picture 
of a harbour using loose brushstrokes. He named the picture 
Impression, sunrise. His style of painting became known as 
impressionist. Monet’s work is still admired by many in art 
galleries around the world. People still take inspiration from 
Monet. 

 
Historical vocabulary 
Autumn 1: 

• Impressionist, legacy, artist, painter, art galleries, inspiration, 
style 

Autumn 2: 

• Heritage, generations, mining, coal, pit, colliery, trapper, 
extracting,  environmentally friendly 

 
How we find out about the past 
Autumn 1: 

• Paintings, stories, books 

Spring 2: 
Alexander Graham Bell was an inventor who experimented in the 
science of sound. This interested him as both his mother and wife 
were deaf. 
 
Bell was the inventor of the telephone and in 1876 he succeeded in 
getting his telephone to work and made his first telephone call.  
 
Bell’s invention was very important as it revolutionised 
communication. Before the telephone, the fastest form of 
communication was Morse code. 
 
Chronological framework 

• Queen Victoria became heir to the throne around 180 
years ago. 

• Alexander Graham Bell made his first telephone call around 
150 years ago. 

 
Similarities and differences in different periods 

• During Queen Victoria’s reign there were big changes for 
education: 

Queen Victoria changed life for children. When she was a child, 
children had to work. When she died children went to school. Now 
children are entitled to an education and school life starts at the age 
of 4 and ends at a compulsory age of 18. 

• Bell’s invention was very important as it revolutionised 
communication. Now we have a range of communication 
and communicate mostly using electronic devices and the 
internet. 

 
Historical vocabulary 
Spring 1: 

• Royal, heir, coronation, monarchy, reign, mourning, , 
education 

Spring 2: 

• Telephone, invention, communicate, sound technology, 
transmit, wire, receiver patent 

 
How we find out about the past 
Spring 1: 

King Edward made William his heir, however, Harold Godwinson was 
crowned King when he died. 
 
William created an army to invade England and take over the throne. At 
Senlac Hill north of Hastings, they started their battle and won. King 
Harold was killed. 
 
Summer 2: 

In 1909, LS Lowry moved to Pendlebury and began his love of painting.  
 
Lowry was different to other artists of the period as his paintings showed 
life in an industrial textile town and the figures he painted were named 
‘match stick men’ because of the way he painted them. 
 
During the second world war, Lowry was an official war artist and in 
1953, he was given the honour of being the Official Artist of the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth the 2nd. 
 

Lowry had many famous paintings including: Industrial landscape, Going 

to the match, Coming from the mill, The viaduct and The football match. 

People still take inspiration from his artwork now. 

 

Chronological framework 

• The Battle of Hastings happened nearly 1000 years ago. 

• LS Lowry began painting over 100 years ago. 

 

Similarities and differences in different periods 

• Following the defeat of King Harold, William claimed his right 
to the throne and was crowned King of England on Christmas 
day.  

• We have not had any battles or wars in this country for over 70 
years now. The Queen will be peacefully replaced as head of 
state when she abdicates.  

• Lowry had many famous paintings including: Industrial 

landscape, Going to the match, Coming from the mill, The 

viaduct and The football match. Lowry’s work is still admired by 

many in art galleries including The Lowry in Salford. People still 

take inspiration from Lowry. 
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Autumn 2: 

• Stories, pictures, artefacts, books 
 

• Paintings, stories, books 
Spring 2: 

• Transcript, photos, stories, books, patent 

Historical vocabulary 
Summer 1: 

• Invade, throne, battle, heir, crown, defeat, Norman, Anglo-Saxon 
 
Summer 2: 

• Industrial, landscape, matchstick, textile, second world war, 
official artist of the Coronation 

 
How we find out about the past 
Summer 1: 

• Paintings, Bayeux tapestry, stories, books 
Summer 2: 

• Paintings, stories, books 
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Year 2 – History 

Year 2 - Autumn 2022 Year 2 - Spring 2023 Year 2 - Summer 2023 

Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Traditional Tales Coast to coast  Africa  

Little Red, Hansel and Gretel Kasper the Titanic cat, The lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch The slightly annoying elephant, The enormous crocodile 
Event: The Great Fire of London 

Impact: The Fire Brigade was created. 
Buildings were built from bricks and 

stone.  
Streets were made wider. 

Person: Emily Davison 
Event: Royal Derby 

Impact: Women’s right to vote. 
Compared to: Emily Pankhurst 

Event: The sinking of the Titanic 
Impact: The design of ships – lifeboats 

for everyone aboard. 

Person: Christopher Columbus 
Impact: Exploration of the Americas from 

Europe. 
Compared to: Neil Armstrong 

Person: Nelson Mandela 
Impact: First black president, equal rights 

for black people. 

Person: Rosa Parks 
Event: Seat on the bus 

Impact: Equal rights for black people. 
Compared to: Nelson Mandela 

Sticky Knowledge 
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Autumn 1: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
The Great Fire of London 

happened in 1666. 

 

The fire started in a bakery on 

Pudding Lane. 

 
The houses in London were 
made from wood and straw 
and were close together, 
making it easier for the fire to 
spread. 
 
There was no fire brigade, 
instead people filled leather 
buckets with water. They also 
pulled down buildings to 
create open spaces where the 
fire couldn’t spread. 
 
A third of London was 
destroyed. 
 
London was rebuilt in a safer 
and more organised way. 
Streets were wider, buildings 
were made from brick or 
stone and London’s first fire 
brigade was formed. 
 

Autumn 2: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
Women have the right to vote in 

the UK now but didn’t in the past. 

 

Significant Historical Individuals 
Emily Davison joined the 

suffragettes in 1906. A suffragette 

is a woman who wants to vote for 

the Government. 

 

Emily Davison is best known for 

stepping out in front of King 

George V’s horse at the Epsom 

Derby and died a few days later. 

 

Due to the protests by Emily 
Davison and other suffragettes 
such as Emily Pankhurst, women 
now have the same right to vote 
as men. 

Spring 1: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
The Titanic set off on its maiden 
voyage on the 10th April 1912 
from Southampton to New 
York. 
 
The Titanic was nicknamed the 
‘unsinkable ship’ but it hit an 
iceberg and sank on the 15th 
April 1912. 
 
When it was built, there was 
not enough lifeboats onboard. 
Due to the shortage of 
lifeboats, more than 1500 
people died.  
 
As a result of the sinking, ships 
are now required to have 
lifeboats and liferafts for the 
number of passengers and crew 
onboard. 

Spring 2: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
Christopher Columbus gave 
opportunities for widespread 
exploration. 
 
Significant Historical Individuals 
Christopher Columbus went on 
four voyages trying to sail to the 
East Indies across the Atlantic 
Ocean from Spain. His first voyage 
was in 1492 and his final voyage 
in 1502. 
 
During his voyages, he discovered 
the Americas, where Native 
Americans lived.  

 
Columbus was a great explorer 
who travelled by ship to discover 
different parts of the world. Neil 
Armstrong is an astronaut who 
travelled into to space to discover 
what lied beyond Earth. 

Summer 1: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
Nelson Mandela was born in 1918 
in South Africa. In South Africa at 
this time, people discriminated 
against others because of the 
colour of their skin.  
 
The South African government 
introduced something called 
apartheid. This meant that black 
and white people had to live 
separate lives. 
 
Significant Historical Individuals 
Nelson Mandela fought for 
equality. He believed that black 
people should have the same 
rights as white people. 
 
Throughout his life, Mandela led 
many protests and was arrested 
and sent to prison for his actions. 
 
In 1991, Mandela was released 
from prison, he met with the 
President of South Africa and 
apartheid was ended. Equal rights 
were introduced for everyone. 
 
Mandela became the first black 
president of South Africa in 1994 
and improved the living standards 
of black people in South Africa. 
He was known as the symbol of 
peace. 

Summer 1: 
Significant Historical 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
Rosa Parks was a civil rights activist 
who, like Mandela, fought for 
equality for black people. 
 
In 1955, Rosa Parks boarded a bus 
home and took a front seat, which 
at the time were reserved for white 
people. When a white man boarded 
the bus, the driver told Rosa to give 
up her seat but she refused. Rosa 
was arrested and fined for breaking 
segregation laws. This was known 
as the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
 
Following the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, other black people 
boycotted the buses in protest.  
 
In 1956, segregation laws were no 
longer recognised.  
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Procedural Knowledge 
• I can use historical words and phrases such as before and 

after. 

• I can recount the life of someone significant from Britain who 
has lived in the past and who has contributed to national 
achievements. 

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives 
today. 

• I can compare the actions of two people from Britain who 
were significant to the past. 

• I can recount a significant event that happened in Britain in 
the past. 

• I can explain the impact that event had on our lives today. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by talking 
to an older person, reading books or using the internet. 

• I can research the life of a significant person or event in Britain 
from the past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can recall different ways in which the past may be 
represented. 

• I can conclude how reliable a primary or secondary source is. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between ways of 
life in different periods. (20th century and now). 

• I can ask and answer questions about a significant person or 
event in Britain. 

• I can explain where significant people or events from Britain 
fit within a chronological framework. 

• I can recall and use a wide variety of historical vocabulary and 
terms linked to the significant person or event in Britain. 

• I can use historical words and phrases such as past and present.  

• I can recount the life of someone significant from Europe who 
has lived in the past and who has contributed to international 
achievements. 

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives today. 

• I can compare the actions of two people from Europe who are 
significant due to travel. 

• I can recount a significant event that happened in the past in 
Europe. 

• I can explain the impact that event had on our lives today. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by talking to 
an older person, reading books or using the internet. 

• I can research the life of a significant person or event in Europe 
from the past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can recall different ways in which the past may be represented. 

• I can conclude how reliable a primary or secondary source is. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between ways of life 
in different periods. (16th century and 20th century). 

• I can ask and answer questions about a significant person or 
event in Europe. 

• I can explain where significant people or events from Europe fit 
within a chronological framework. 

• I can recall and use a wide variety of historical vocabulary and 
terms linked to the significant person or event in Europe. 

• I can use historical words and phrases such then and now.  

• I can recount the life of someone significant from outside of Europe 
who has lived in the past and who has contributed to global 
achievements.  

• I can explain the impact that person has had on our lives today. 

• I can compare the actions of two people from outside of Europe 
who are significant due to their beliefs. 

• I can recount a significant event that happened in the past outside 
of Europe. 

• I can explain the impact that event had on our lives today. 

• I can investigate the past in different ways including by talking to an 
older person, reading books or using the internet. 

• I can research the life of a significant person or event outside of 
Europe from the past using primary and secondary sources. 

• I can recall different ways in which the past may be represented. 

• I can conclude how reliable a primary or secondary source is. 

• I can compare similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods. (20th century and now). 

• I can ask and answer questions about a significant person or event 
outside of Europe. 

• I can explain where significant people or events outside of Europe fit 
within a chronological framework. 

• I can recall and use a wide variety of historical vocabulary and terms 
linked to the significant person or event outside of Europe. 

 
 
 
 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Events Beyond Living Memory 
Autumn 1: 

• The Great Fire of London happened in September 1666 and 

lasted for 4 days. 

• The fire started in Thomas Farynor’s bakery on Pudding Lane. 

Farynor was King Charles ll’s baker. People thought that a 

spark from his oven started the fire because it wasn’t put out 

properly. 

Events Beyond Living Memory 
Spring 1: 

• The Titanic was built by a company called White Star Line 
and set off on its maiden voyage on the 10th April 1912 
from Southampton to New York. 

• The Titanic was nicknamed the ‘unsinkable ship’ but it hit 
an iceberg on the 14th April and sank on the 15th April 1912. 

• When it was built, only 20 lifeboats were put onboard as 
the designers felt the deck looked too cluttered. The 

Events Beyond Living Memory 
Summer 1: 

• Nelson Mandela was born in 1918 in South Africa. In South 
Africa at this time, people discriminated against others because 
of the colour of their skin.  

• The South African government introduced something called 
apartheid. This meant that black and white people had to live 
separate lives. They couldn’t live in the same areas, eat at the 
same restaurants or attend the same schools. 
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• The houses in London were made from wood and straw and 
were close together, making it easier for the fire to spread. 
There were also warehouses that contained oils and ropes. 
The wind was also very strong at that time. 

• Rather than putting it out, most people ran away and boarded 
boats on the River Thames. 

• There was no fire brigade, instead people filled leather 
buckets with water and they had water squirts. They also 
pulled down buildings to create open spaces where the fire 
couldn’t spread. 

• A third of London was destroyed. 

• London was rebuilt in a safer and more organised way. Streets 
were wider, buildings were made from brick or stone and had 
better access to water and London’s first fire brigade was 
formed. 

Autumn 2: 

• Women have the right to vote in the UK now but didn’t in the 

past until 1918. 

 

Significant Individuals 
Autumn 2: 

• Emily Davison joined the suffragettes in 1906. A suffragette is 

a woman who wants to vote for the Government. 

• Emily Davison is best known for stepping out in front of King 

George V’s horse at the Epsom Derby and died a few days 

later. 

• Due to the protests by Emily Davison and other suffragettes 

such as Emily Pankhurst, women now have the same right to 

vote as men. 

 
Chronological framework 

• The suffragette movement happened over 100 years ago in 
the 20th century. 

• The Great Fire of London happened over 300 years ago in the 
17th century. 

• The Great Fire of London happened before the suffragette 
movement. 

 
Similarities and differences in different periods 

Titanic should have had 32 lifeboats. Due to the shortage 
of lifeboats, more than 1500 people died.  

• As a result of the sinking, ships are now required to have 
lifeboats and liferafts for the number of passengers and 
crew onboard and these should be stored at either side of 
the ship. They must be bright orange. 

Spring 2: 

• Christopher Columbus gave opportunities for widespread 
exploration and colonisation of the Americas. 

 
Significant Individuals 
Spring 2: 

• Christopher Columbus went on four voyages trying to sail 
to the East Indies across the Atlantic Ocean from Spain. His 
first voyage was in 1492 and his final voyage in 1502. 

• During his voyages, he discovered the Americas, where 
Native Americans lived.  

• When he returned to Spain, he brought back with him 
horses, pineapples and turkeys. 

 
Chronological framework 

• The Titanic disaster happened over 100 years ago in the 
20th century. 

• Christopher Columbus sailed to the Americas over 500 
years ago in the 16th century. 

• Christopher Columbus’s voyage happened before the 
Titanic disaster, the suffragette movement and the 
gunpowder plot. 

 
Similarities and differences in different periods 
Spring 1: 

• As a result of the sinking of the Titanic, ships are now 

required to have lifeboats and liferafts for the number of 

passengers and crew onboard and these should be stored 

at either side of the ship. They must be bright orange. 

• In the past, there was guidance on how many lifeboats a 

ship should have but these have since been changed to 

ensure more lives are saved if it was to ever happen again. 

Spring 2: 

Summer 2: 

• Rosa Parks was born in 1913 and was a civil rights activist who, 
like Mandela, fought for equality for black people. 

• In 1955, Rosa Parks boarded a bus home and took a front seat, 
which at the time were reserved for white people. When a 
white man boarded the bus, the driver told Rosa to give up her 
seat but she refused. Rosa was arrested and fined for breaking 
segregation laws. This was known as the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. 

• Following the Montgomery Bus Boycott, other black people 
boycotted the buses in protest.  

• In 1956, after 381 days of boycotting the buses, the supreme 
court ruled that the racial segregation laws were 
unconstitutional and should no longer be recognised.  

 
Significant Individuals 
Summer 1:  

• Nelson Mandela fought for equality. He believed that black 
people should have the same rights as white people, and he 
joined a group called the African National Congress (ANC). 

• Throughout his life, Mandela led many protests and was 
arrested and sent to prison for his actions. 

• In 1991, Mandela was released from prison, he met with the 
President of South Africa and apartheid was ended. Equal 
rights were introduced for everyone. 

• Mandela became the first black president of South Africa in 
1994 and improved the living standards of black people in 
South Africa. He was known as the symbol of peace. 

 
Chronological framework 

• The Montgomery Bus Boycott happened around 70 years ago. 

• Nelson Mandela’s release from prison and the end of apartheid 
happened around 30 years ago. 

 
Similarities and differences in different periods 
Summer 1+2: 

• In the past, black and white people were racially segregated 
because of apartheid. Now apartheid has been abolished and 
we now believe in equal rights for all, no matter what your 
gender, age or race! 



History Curriculum Content 2022/2023 

Autumn 1: 

• As part of our country’s British Values now, we have 
equal rights and equity to believe in whatever religion we 
want to. No one can tell us what we should or should not 
believe in. 

• We now have a Fire Brigade. Houses are built from more 
fire resistant materials and streets are wider. 

Autumn 2: 

• Women have the right to vote in the UK now but didn’t in the 

past until 1918. 

• In the past, only men voted, now women and men can vote 
when they are over the age of 18. 

 
Historical vocabulary 
Autumn 1: 

• Fire brigade, fire resistant, flammable, bakery, 
extinguished, destroyed 

Autumn 2: 

• Suffrage, suffragette, election, campaign, martyr, vote 
 
How we find out about the past 
Autumn 1:  

• Paintings, Samuel Pepys’ diary, books 
Autumn 2: 

• Photos, videos, newspaper articles 

•  

• Christopher Columbus gave opportunities for widespread 
exploration and colonisation of the Americas. 

• Travel is much easier now than it was in the 16th century. 
People can now travel by boat, plane or train as well as 
other methods. Transport routes are known and are 
efficient so that passengers arrive at their destination 
safely and timely. 
 

Historical vocabulary 
Spring 1: 

• Voyage, maiden, compartments, watertight, class, iceberg, 
lifeboat, passenger, crew, captain, lookout, unsinkable. 

Spring 2: 

• Navigator, native, voyage, discovery, exploration, 
colonisation, route, trade 

 
How we find out about the past 
Spring 1: 

• Photos, paintings, newspaper articles, artefacts 
Spring 2: 

• Journals, paintings 

 
Historical vocabulary 
Summer 1: 

• Activist, protest, apartheid, civil rights, segregation, president, 
prison, African National Congress 

Summer 2: 

• Prejudice, discrimination, equality, racism, injustice, abolished, 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, boycott 

 
How we find out about the past 
Summer 1: 

• Interviews, photos, newspaper articles, artefacts 
Summer 2: 

• Interviews, photos, newspaper articles, artefacts 
 

 


