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Dear Parents and Carers,  

As I am sure you are aware and have heard on the news that the plans around self-isolation and Covid have changed. 

Throughout the last 2 years, lots of changes have taken place that we have accepted and learnt to be our ‘new normal.’ 

One thing that hasn’t changed is the importance of coming to school, and that school attendance matters.  

We absolutely understand children have been, and continue to self-isolate due to having Covid or having family 

members with Covid that they have been unable to come to school, and the home learning that has taken place in 

those circumstances.  

As we are moving through the Government’s Living with Covid plan we wanted to remind you of our expectations 

linked to attendance and why attendance at school is so important. As an infant school, it is not the children who make 

the decisions on whether the child comes to school each day, that is our job as the parents. As a parent myself, we 

make millions of decisions throughout our children’s lives that will impact them for the rest of their life. Having a long 

weekend, going on holiday in term time or staying at home for ‘feeling a bit under the weather’ are life skills and 

attitudes that we don’t want to instil in our young children for their future lives as adults.  

The myths around missing a day or two, or a week for a holiday when children are aged 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 and it not 

mattering are more wrong than at any other time. The learning that takes place in the early years, and in to key stage 

1, are the building blocks in all subjects, for children’s future opportunities. Missing a week of phonics or maths means 

that children have missed that learning completely and will find it even harder when it is revisited and moved on for 

the rest of the learners. This then impacts on the child’s self-esteem and the belief that ‘I can.’ 

Arriving on time 

The classroom doors open at 8:50am and close at 9am. Registers are completed by 9am. If children are not in school 

by 9am they are recorded as being late. The impact of being late to school, is having to walk in to a classroom or 

assembly hall that is full of your peers, missing out on the same learning each day, for example phonics and not 

knowing what you have missed therefore feeling confused. I am sure we can all put ourselves in that position and 

imagine how uncomfortable that must feel, for us as adults, never mind a child.  

Please endeavour to arrive on time so children start the day with their peers.  
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If children arrive after 9:25am that will be recorded as an unauthorised 

absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Appointments  

Whenever possible, medical and dental appointments should be made after school or during school holidays. We 

understand that this isn’t always possible, however, children should attend school prior to or following a medical 

appointment and avoid a full day’s absence.  

Holidays 

As you are aware we do not authorise term time holidays unless it is an exceptional circumstance and this is the same 

with all Castleford Multi Academy Trust schools. The school dates are published each year in advance and we strongly 

advise parents and carers to book family holidays during school holidays. We would like to make you aware that once 

your child is in main school, in full time education, the Local Authority issues a Fixed Penalty Notice for unauthorised 

holidays, which results in a fine of £60 per parent per child. If the fine is not paid within 21 days it will increase to £120 

per parent per child. Non-payment can lead to court action.   

If you do make the decision to take your child on holiday during term time, it is likely this will be unauthorised and we 

request that you complete an Exceptional Circumstances form, available from the office. This is for safeguarding 

purposes and our duty of care to your child.  

Illness 

We do understand that our young children are prone to illness, particularly ones linked to stomach bugs, chicken pox, 

and ear and chest infections.  

Where children have a stomach bug, to reduce the risk of spreading, children need to be absent form school for 48 

hours from the last time of sickness or diarrhoea.  

Where children have chicken pox, they need to be absent from school until the last spot has scabbed over.  

Where children have a chest or ear infection, they can return to school as soon as they feel well enough too. If children 

are taking prescribed medication, this can be administered in school if it is more than 3 times per day.  
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If children are generally feeling under the weather but cannot pin point what 

is wrong, we are more than happy to have them in school to see if we can get 

them through the day. If we need to contact you as parents we can do if they are unwell.  

Working Together 

We monitor attendance daily. If your child is unable to attend nursery or school, please telephone the school office to 

let us know. If we haven’t heard from you, we will ring you as our first day response under our safeguarding 

procedures.  

 

Each week classes are rewarded where they are above our school target of 96.5% through our Connect 4 game. At the 

end of each half term, children who have achieved our target receive a certificate and at the end of each term children 

who have achieved our target receive a badge. 

If we have concerns about your child’s attendance, we will invite you into school to discuss these concerns and where 

necessary a plan will be drawn up where we work together to support you in getting your child to school each day.  

We do appreciate that nursery and infant children are susceptible to childhood ailments, but we also recognise that 

the majority of parents get their children back to school as quickly as possible. We know that children want to be in 

school every day… because they tell us! They enjoy learning and their friendships and try really hard to have good 

attendance.  

 

You have attended every day 
100% Attendance 

No missed days of learning 

99% attendance = 2 days of missed learning 
98% attendance = 4 days of missed learning 

96% = 7.5 days of missed learning (this is 8 phonics lessons) 

95% attendance = 9.5 days of missed learning (this is 10 phonics lessons) 
92% attendance = 15 days of missed learning (this is 15 hours of English lessons) 

 

90% attendance = Persistently Absent = 19 days of missed learning (this is 23 
hours and 45 minutes of playtime and making friends) 

Below 90% attendance = your child has missed over 4 weeks of learning 

85% attendance = 28.5 days of learning. This is over 5.5 weeks of missed learning, 
nearly half a term, 
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Where children fall below our school target of 96.5% attendance we will write 

to parents to let you know your child’s attendance is. If this is below 90% we 

will also be explaining how many days your child needs to be in school to be not classed as being persistently absent, 

and therefore not at risk of a fixed penalty notice due to poor attendance.  

 

Let’s work together to fulfil our school moto, ‘everyone deserves the best’ and together we can do that by children 

coming to school on time each day.  

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Anna Walker  
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