
 

Music Curriculum Content 
Nursery – Expressive Arts and Design – Being Imaginative and Expressive 

On entry - Summer 2021 Nursery - Autumn 2021  Nursery - Spring 2022 Nursery - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

 Spot the Dog book series collection The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
The Gruffalo 

The Little Red Hen 
Rosie’s Walk 

Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge 

 • A sound is something you can hear.  

• People, animals, objects, instruments, 
and the weather all make sounds.  

• Music is something you can listen to. 

• A song is something you sing.  

• A song has words in it.  

• You need to know the right words to be 
able to sing a song.  

• Some instruments can be played by 
tapping or shaking.  

• A drum is played by tapping.  

• A bell, tambourine and maraca are played 
by shaking.  

• Instruments sound different when played 
hard or softly.  

• Instruments sound different when played 
quickly or slowly.  

• Voices can be changed to sound 
different.  

• People can sing in a high or low voice.  

• People can sing in a high or low voice to 
copy another singer.  

• People can make up their own songs.  

• Singers sing songs for other people.  

• People enjoy listening to singers sing 
songs.  

Daily Diet Skills 

I sing familiar songs – Happy Birthday, days of the week, weather song, tidy up song. 
I sing familiar nursery rhymes. 

I listen to music on entry to nursery (including pop and classical music) 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 
 

 I listen to music.  
I listen to the sounds different instruments make.  
I move to music.  
I sing songs I know well – tidy up song, weather 
song, days of the week song.  
I sing nursery rhymes I know well.  
I sing with other people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

I play an instrument by shaking it.  
I play an instrument by tapping it.  
I identify and name a drum.  
I identify and name a bell.  
I identify and name a tambourine.  
I identify and name maracas.  
I talk about the sounds the instruments make.  
 
 
  

I sing a song in a high voice.  
I sing a song in a low voice.  
I sing in a high or low voice to copy another 
singer.  
I make up my own song.  
I sing a song for other people.  
 
 
 
  



 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

  A sound is something you can hear.  
People can make sounds.  
Animals can make sounds.  
Objects can make sounds.  
Instruments can make sounds.  
Weather can make sounds.  
Songs have words in them.  
You need to learn the words in a song so you can 
sing it.  
People can sing the same song at the same time.  
Different types of music can sound different.  
Different instruments can make different sounds.  
You can move your body to music.  
You might move faster/slower to different types 
of music.  
Everyone’s voice sounds different.  

Instruments can be played in different ways.  
Music includes the playing of instruments.  
Some instruments are tapped to make sound.  
Some instruments are shaken to make sound.  
A drum is an instrument which is played by tapping.  
A bell is an instrument which is played by shaking.  
A tambourine is an instrument which is played by 
shaking.  
A maraca is an instrument which is played by 
shaking.  
A drum makes a louder sound when tapped hard.  
A drum makes a quieter sound when tapped softly.  
A bell, tambourine and maraca make a louder 
sound when shaken hard.  
A bell, tambourine and maraca make a quieter 
sound when shaken softly.  
Instruments can be played quickly or slowly.  

We can make our voice sound different when 
singing a song.  
Voices can be high when singing.  
Voices can be low when singing.  
People can match their voice to another singer by 
copying them, singing high or low.  
People can make up their own songs.  
People can make up the words in their own song.  
A song can be about anything.  
Singers enjoy singing songs for other people.  
People enjoy listening to people singing songs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Reception – Expressive Arts and Design – Being Imaginative and Expressive 
 

Nursery - Summer 2021 Reception - Autumn 2021  Reception - Spring 2022 Reception- Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 
Farmer Duck, Old McDonald 
The Little Red Hen, Oh Dear! 

All About Me related books 
Stickman 

Owl Babies 
The Little Red Hen 

Oliver’s Vegetables 
Mad about Minibeasts / What the Ladybird Heard 

Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge 
• Songs can be made up.  

• People can sing in a group.  

• People can sing on their own.  
 

 

• Pitch means how high or low a sound is.  

• People can sing in a high or low pitch. 

• People can sing in a high or low pitch to 
copy another singer. This is called a 
pitch-match.  

• People who watch people or listen to 
people are called an audience.  

• An audience may clap and cheer if they 
enjoyed what they saw or heard.  

 

• Singers can sing on their own. This is 
called a solo.  

• Lyrics are the words in a song.  

• Every piece of music has a pulse.  

• A pulse is a steady beat which helps us to 
keep in time to music, like a ticking clock. 

• Instruments can be used to create the 
pulse.  

• Compose means to create something.  

• Musicians compose music.  

• Lyrics and instruments can create a 
song. 

• Perform means to present to an 
audience.  

• A performance entertains an audience.  

• An audience may tell a performer 
what they liked about their 
performance.  

 
 
 

Daily Diet Skills 

I sing songs to help me to remember my learning – Tricky word song, Jolly phonics song, counting song, number bonds song.  
I listen to music on entry to reception (including pop, classical, jazz, rock and country music) 

 

Skills Skills Skills Skills 
I sing familiar songs.  
I sing with other people.  

I sing a song in a high pitch.  
I sing a song in a low pitch.  
I sing a song, matching the pitch of another 
singer.  
I identify the pitch in a piece of music I listen to.  
I watch and listen to others as an audience.  
I clap and cheer to show a singer that I enjoyed 
watching and listening to them.  
I sing a song for an audience.  
 

I sing a solo.  
I hear and identify the pulse in a piece of music.  
I match the pulse in a piece of music using my 
body (clapping, stamping feet). 
I match the pulse in a piece of music using an 
instrument (drum, bell, tambourine, maraca) 
I create the pulse in a piece of music using an 
instrument.  
 

I compose a performance by: 
- Creating song lyrics 
- Selecting instruments to create a pulse.  

I perform for audiences of varying size, including 
one person or a class.  
I compose my own song.  
I compose my own song based around one main 
theme (a mini beast). 
I perform to an audience to entertain them.  
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 



 

People can create their own songs.  
People can sing in a group or on their own.  

 
 
 

An audience can be any size. 
An audience may be one person, or it may be lots 
of people.  
Audiences often clap or cheer to show that they 
enjoyed watching or listening to something.  
Pitch is how high or low a sound is.  
We can sing with a high or low pitch voice.  
Singers can pitch-match to other singers, meaning 
they copy their pitch.  
Singers like to make sure that the audience enjoy 
their singing.  
Singers need to sing loud and clear enough for an 
audience to be able to hear them.  

Pulse is a steady beat.  
Pulse is like a ticking clock or a heartbeat.  
All pieces of music have a pulse.  
Pulse helps us to keep in time with the music 
when playing an instrument or singing.  
Instruments that are played by being tapped can 
create a pulse.  
Instruments that are played by being shaken can 
create a pulse.  
When we sing we must follow the pulse so that 
the lyrics are in time to the music. 
 
 

Musicians compose pieces of music.  
Composers think about the lyrics, instruments 
and pulse when creating a song.  
Music we listen to has been composed first.  
Performing to an audience means to present 
your work.  
Audiences may say what they liked about a 
performance or give suggestions to make it 
even better.  
The purpose of a performance is to entertain 
the audience.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 – Music  

Reception - Summer 2021 Year 1 - Autumn 2021  Year 1 - Spring 2022 Year 1 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 
Oliver’s Vegetables 

Minibeasts, What the Ladybird Heard 
Jack and the Beanstalk Cinderella Beegu The Smartest Giant in 

Town 
Billy’s Bucket The Literacy Shed – 

Something Fishy 

  Musician / Significant Person  

 Learn a Disney song.  
A dream is a wish your heart makes.  

Beethoven  

Beatles  
Mozart  

Elgar - Classical composer 

Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge 
• Nursery rhymes can be sung.  

• Poems can be sung.  

• A singer can sing in a high or low 

pitch to match another singer.  

 

 

• Beethoven is considered one of the 
greatest musical geniuses that ever lived. 

• He was a classical composer.   

• Tempo is how fast or slow a piece of 
music is. 

• Our voices can make a range of different 
sounds.  

• Opinion is when we say what we like and 
dislike about something this includes a 
piece of music. 

• When singing we follow a leader to help 
us know when to start and stop.  

 

• Some instruments are untuned.  

• Pitch cannot be changed for an untuned 
instrument.  

• Dynamics in a piece of music are how 
loud or quiet it is.  

• Mozart was a classical composer from 
the past. 

• The Beatles were a famous British band 
from the 1960’s.  

• Syllables in words can be used to make a 
simple repeating pattern e.g frog, 
tadpole, frog using untuned instruments.  

• Elgar was a classical composer from 
the past. 

• Structure is the order of a piece of 
music. 

• A piece of music has a beginning, 
middle and end. 

• Notes are visual representations of 
music.  

• Musicians will follow the notes so that 
they know what to play. 

 Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music on 

entry to Year 1 (including pop, classical 
Beethoven, jazz, rock and country music) 

 
I can ask questions about a piece of music  
I describe what I can hear and give an opinion 
about the work of a musician. 
I begin to identify the style of work of Beethoven. 
I can discuss the tempo and pitch of a piece of 
music. 
 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music on 
entry to Year 1 (including pop-Beatles, classical 

Mozart, jazz, rock and country music) 
 
 
I can ask questions about a piece of music  
I describe what I can hear and give an opinion 
about the work of a musician. 
I begin to identify the style of work of Mozart.  
I identify the tempo, pitch and dynamics of a piece 
of music.  

 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music 

on entry to Year 1 (including pop, classical 
Elgar, jazz, rock and country music) 

 
I can ask questions about a piece of music  
I describe what I can hear and give an opinion 
about the work of a musician. 
I begin to identify the style of work of Elgar.  
I identify the tempo, pitch and dynamics of a 
piece of music.  
I can compare the work of different composers.  
 



 

 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 
• I can recite a poem  

• I can use my imagination  

• I can create my own song using 
pictorial notation.   

• I can match pitch. 

I sing songs from memory with pitch (Disney 
songs with contrasting pitch and tempo). 
I identify the pitch within a musical pattern. 
I make different sounds with my voice.  
I start and stop singing when following a leader. 
I  ask questions about a piece of music  
I describe what I can hear and give an opinion 

about the work of a musician. 

I begin to identify the style of work of Beethoven. 
 I identify the pulse/ beat of a piece of music.  
I can discuss the tempo of a piece of music and 
begin to identify why a composer may have 
chosen that tempo.  
 

I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion 

about the work of a musician. 

I can identify the character in a piece of music. 
I can begin identify the style of work of Mozart 
and compare their work to previously taught 
composers. 
I identify the dynamics within a piece of music.  
I compare the music of Mozart to Beethoven. 
I can perform a simple repeated pattern using the 
untuned instruments. (Drums, bells, maracas, 
tambourines, triangles cymbals and guiros) 
I can perform a simple part rhythmically using the 
untuned instruments.  (Drums, bells, maracas, 
tambourines, triangles cymbals and guiros 
 

I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an 

opinion about the work of a musician. 

I can begin to identify the style of work of Elgar 
and compare their work to previously taught 
composers. (Beethoven and Mozart) 
I identify the structure of a piece of music. 
I compare the music of three classical 
composers.  
I identify notation and follow a simple rhythm.  
I use visual notation to record compositions in a 
small group.  etc. 
   

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 
Nursery rhymes and poems can be sung.  

Recite means to learn by heart.  

There are well known songs that can be sung 

easily. 

Pitch is how high or low someone sings.  

People can sing high or low to match another 

singer.  
 
 

Our voice is an instrument. 
Our voice needs warming up before we sing.  
We can control our voices by starting and 
stopping in response to a leader.  
A performance is sharing music with other 
people, called an audience. 
A composer is someone who creates a piece of 
music. 
Composers chose the tempo and pitch of a piece 
of music to match its meaning.  
Beethoven is a composer of classical music from 
the past.  
Classical, pop, country, jazz and rock are all types 
of music that sound different.  

Drums, bells, maracas, tambourines, triangles 
cymbals and guiros are all untuned instruments.  
Untuned instruments are used as percussion 
instruments.  
The pitch cannot be changed/ altered for untuned 
instruments.  
The dynamics in a piece of music are how loud or 
quiet it is.  
Tempo is how fast or slow a piece of music is.  
Mozart is a composer of classical music from the 
past.  
The Beatles were a famous British  band from the 
1960’s.  
The Beatles are said to be the most successful and 
influential band in the history of popular music.  

The structure is the order of a piece of music. 
The structure of a piece of music is a beginning, 
middle and end. 
The structure of a piece of music can be 
recorded by either words or pictures.  
Notes are visual representations of music.  
A musician will follow the notes so that they 
know what order to play the music in.  
Elgar is a composer of classical music from the 
past.  
 
 

 



 

 

Year 2 – Music 

Year 1 - Summer 2021 Year 2 - Autumn 2021  Year 2 - Spring 2022 Year 2 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

What is great about where we live? Little Red Hansel and Gretel Kasper and the Titanic Cat The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch 

The Slightly Annoying 
Elephant 

The Enormous Crocodile 

Musician / Significant Person 

 Sergei Prokofiev Sea Shanties African music 

Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge Sticky Knowledge 
• A repeated pattern is a beat 

which is played over and over 
again.  

• Pieces of music can be recorded 
using pictures. 

 

• There are different types of genre. 

• Classical music usually includes a lot 
of instruments and an orchestra. 

• Pop music usually has a melody that 
is easy to remember and sing along 
to.  

• Country music usually includes string 
instruments.  

• Jazz music usually has a piano, 
saxophone or trumpet.  

• Rock music usually uses an electric 
guitar.  

• Melody is the main tune of a song. 

• Duration is how long or short a note 
is.  

 

• Glocks and boom whackers are tuned 
instruments. 

• A tuned instrument is an instrument that can 
play different notes.  

• A tuned instrument can changed pitch. 

• Performers record their music so that it can 
be improved. 

• Improvisation is when you create music 
without planning it.  

 
 

• A crochet is one beat. 

• A quaver is half a beat.  

• A piece of music can be composed using 
crochets and quavers. 

• The order of the notes makes the piece 
of music sound different.  

• Composers use notation as a form of 
recording the notes they will play.  

 

  Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music 

on entry to Year 2 (including pop, classical, 

jazz, rock and country music) 

 

I can ask questions about a piece of music 

I can describe what I can hear and give an 

opinion about the work of a musician. 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music on entry to 

Year 2 (including pop, classical, jazz, rock and country 

music) 

 

 I can ask questions about a piece of music 

I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion about 

the work of a musician. 

I can listen to various musical styles and identify the inter- 
related dimensions of music- 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I listen to music 

on entry to Year 2 (including pop, classical, 

jazz, rock and country music) 

 

I can ask questions about a piece of music 

I can describe what I can hear and give an 

opinion about the work of a musician. 



 

I can listen to various musical styles and 
identify the inter- related dimensions of music 
- pitch, duration and  tempo. 

pitch, duration and  tempo.  
I can identify the tuned instruments I can hear in a piece of 
music.  

I can listen to various musical styles and 
identify the inter- related dimensions of 
music - pitch, duration,  tempo and structure. 
I can identify the tuned instruments I can 
hear in a piece of music. 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

I can perform a simple part rhythmically. 

I can improvise using repeated patterns.  

I can use notation to record compositions 
in a small group. 

  

I identify the melody within a song. 
I hum and follow a melody within a song.  
I discuss how the melody of a song gives a 
positive or negative feeling.  
I identify a musical genre-classical, pop, 
country, jazz and rock. 
I describe the duration of a musical note in a 
range of genres. 
I sing a musical note of different durations.  
 
I compose a simple song with a clear structure 
to the melody of a well know song or nursery 
rhyme.  
I compose simple song using notes of 
different durations.  
 

I recognise that the glocks and a boom whacker is a 
tuned instrument.  
I understand that some instruments are tuned and 
untuned.  
I play a tuned instrument to the melody of a well know 
song or nursery rhyme.  
I compose a simple song using tuned instruments. 
I talk about the structure, dynamics and melody of my 
composition.  
I begin to compose as part of a group. 
 I begin to perform as part of a group.  
 
I record my performance and offer ways in which I 
could improve my work.  
I improvise my composition from feedback given. 

I identify that a crotchet and are quaver are 
musical notes of different duration. 
I play a crotchet on a   
tuned instrument. 
I play a quaver on a tuned instrument.  
I compose a song using crotchets and quavers. 
I record my compositions using simple notation to 
represent a quaver and a crotchet. 
I perform by myself or within a group. 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 
A repeated pattern is a beat which is 
played over and over again.  
Pieces of music can be recorded using 
pictures. 
Improvise means to think on the spot.  

Genre is a type of music.  
There are different types of genre. 
Classical, pop, country, jazz and rock are all 
types of music.  
Melody is the main tune of a song. 
Melodies can create a positive or a negative 
feeling.  
Duration is how long or short a note is.  

Identify that the glocks and boom whackers are tuned 
instruments that can be played. 
A tuned instrument is an instrument that can play 
different notes.  
Not all instruments are tuned.  
A tuned instrument can changed pitch. 
Classical, pop, country, jazz and rock are all types of 
music that use tuned and untuned instruments.  
Performers record their music so that it can be 
improved. 
Improvisation is when you create music without 
planning it.  

A crochet is one beat. 
A quaver is half a beat.  
A crochet and a quaver can be played on a tuned 
and untuned instrument.  
A piece of music can be composed using crochets 
and quavers. 
The order of the notes makes the piece of music 
sound different.  
Composers use notation as form of recording the 
notes they will play.  
 
 



 

 


