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Everyone deserves the Best! 

Everyone deserves Respect! 

  



Intent  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim to develop and encourage children’s natural creativity so that 

they can become confident and enthusiastic artists and designers.  We believe that children should be 

given the opportunity to enjoy, discuss and respond to a variety of art, craft and design forms linked to 

their everyday learning. 

Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and 

design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and 

skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they 

should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of Art and Design. They 

should also know how Art and Design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, 

creativity and wealth of our Nation. This knowledge and experience will cultivate a cultural capital and 

prepare children for the next step in their education. 

Home learning opportunities have been carefully planned and resourced to ensure that remote learning 

reflects the quality of education that is offered at school. This is to ensure that all children make 

excellent progress and no child is left behind.  

Aims and objectives: 

The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils:   

• Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences   

• Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques   

• Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design   

• Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms.   

• Develop a range of artistic skills.  

  

By the end of Key stage 1 children will be expected to: 

• use a range of materials creatively to design and make products   

• use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination   

• develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space   

• know about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to 

their own work.   

 

The new EYFS curriculum for 2021 states that children ages 3-4 are expected to: 

• Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them 
and what to make.  

• Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  

• Join different materials and explore different textures. 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent 
objects.  



• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details.  

• Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.  

• Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc. 

• Explore colour and colour-mixing 

The new EYFS curriculum for 2021 states that children in reception are expected to: 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.  

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to 

represent them.  

• Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

 

Implementation.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we plan to ensure all strands of the art and design curriculum are 
covered within our topics, throughout the year, where they are interleaved in to all areas of the 
curriculum and key concepts planned through spacing during each term. Retrieval opportunities are 
carefully planned at the start of every lesson whereby, children will be expected to talk like an expert 
and recall their previous learning. By doing this daily the children will become confident and well versed 
when discussing their learning with others. Retrieval opportunities are also planned between the 
curriculum spaces to ensure that experiences, skills and concepts are constantly revisited and 
embedded in a child’s long-term memory. The speak like an expert aspect of every lesson is also echoed 
in our learning objectives. The language used is to encourage children to understand explicitly the skill 
they are learning.  
We ensure that the children participate in the process of designing, making, evaluating and critiquing 
their work by being an artist. This means that they will be looking at a wide range of accomplished 
artists, the skills in which they use and the way in which the came to their final piece of art.  These 
artists are chosen carefully by the teachers to ensure they provide coherent links between the skills 
they are learning. The children will be expected to be fully immersed in the style and genre of the artist 
they are studying. For example, when learning about an artist, children will unpick the process of how 
an artist came to a final piece of art. The children will explore the different stages and techniques the 
artist goes through. This will provide a child with a deeper understanding of the different technique’s 
artist’s use and provide them with a rational as to why they might have used an artistic technique in 
their own piece of work.  

The children will have the opportunity to use a wide range subject specific tools during the extensive 
study of artists. For example, clay tools for sculpting, sponges, paint brushes and natural resources. This 
will give the children a full understanding of the difficulties that an artist faces when using a resource 
and allow them to problem solve in order to achieve a desired effect. At Glasshoughton Infant academy, 
we aim for children to draw upon the knowledge and skills they have been taught within their art 
lessons to express their own individuality and personality as artists. Our immersive and progressive 
curriculum will provide children with the opportunity to justify their choice of tools and materials when 
composing their own art work.  

At Glasshoughton infant academy, we understand that children learn and retain knowledge in their 
long-term memory through an interleaving and spaced curriculum. Therefore, all Art and design lessons 
have been planned systematically within a sequence of learning to ensure the progression of skills, 



knowledge and language are covered in depth each half term. A progressive curriculum ensures that 
current learning opportunities are based upon children’s previous learning, knowledge they have 
retained previous lessons or the previous year group and links to year group expectations.  

Every lesson will be progressive and build on skills developed by imitating, innovating and inventing a 
variety of work by artists. This draws upon the skills the children have mastered as part of the Talk for 
writing progress that they are familiar with. Another approach the children will be exposed to is the CPA 
approach to learning whereby, children are given concrete learning opportunities, pictorial 
opportunities and finally an abstract representation to ensure they are secure with the skills and 
knowledge we are teaching them.   

‘Sticky knowledge’ is carefully planned for each lesson across the curriculum, linked to the learning 
objective, and is progressive across a sequence of learning. This ensures that children are explicitly 
clear about what they are learning during each session and how previous learning will help them to 
develop new knowledge and skills. Children’s learning is communicated to them clearly, at the start 
of every lesson, to allow them to develop an understanding of why they are being taught what they 
are being taught at that particular time; how previous learning will help them and what the outcome 
will be at the end of the sequence. ‘Sticky knowledge’ also prov ides children with the correct 
vocabulary and terminology needed in order to effectively communicate their learning  as an artist.  
 
Emphasis on vocabulary that is Art and Design specific is shared with all stake holders including parents 
and Governors. This is shared with parents termly. Children are taught that verbal and written 
communication skills are imperative in order to access learning opportunities from across the 
curriculum.   
 
Children are provided with as many opportunities as possible to write for an audience and a purpose 
in a range of subject areas. Children are taught that verbal and written communication skills are 
imperative in order to access learning opportunities from across the curriculum.  
 

Throughout the year we give children the opportunity to work on their own, work collaboratively with 

others, work in two and three dimensions and on a range of different scales. Children also have the 

opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT and will work outside in the 

school grounds or the wider community to showcase their skills as artists. 

 

In Foundation Stage we aim to provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. 

Through group work and continuous provision, children explore a wide range of activities using their 

senses and a broad range of materials and tools.   

All teachers draw attention to interesting examples of individual performance as a WAGOLL (What a 
good one looks like) for the other children to explore and discuss. They encourage children to evaluate 
their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, and say what they think and feel about them.  All 
children will be expected to critique their work numerous times to display progress from beginning to 
end to ensure they are constantly evaluation and improving their work just as a ‘real’ artist would do.  

Careful, open ended questioning from adults allow children to consider why they have chosen a certain 

method or material and what they could do to improve it. Blooms Taxonomy language is used to 

promote thinking in the areas of knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis and 



evaluation, promoting higher order thinking by all through carefully structured tasks and questioning. 

Children are supported where necessary but encouraged to work independently and take pride in the 

work they produce. 

The creative arts lead is responsible for the coordination of the teaching of art and design throughout 

school and ensuring that the 12 steps to outstanding teaching is being implemented within the creative 

arts curriculum. The creative arts leader will support all members of staff through coaching, support and 

offering advice. The creative arts leader will keep up to date with local and national initiatives and 

disseminate information.  

Home learning opportunities have been carefully planned and resourced, to ensure children who 
are learning remotely from home, receive the same carefully planned and progressive curriculum 
that is on offer at school. When considering how children will access our curriculum at home we 
concluded that bespoke learning Sways and YouTube videos would be the most beneficial way in 
which to engage all of our learners at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. Children are expected to send 
their learning to their class teachers who will provide personalised next steps, via Tapestry and Dojo, 
to cultivate an even better if culture within our school. All teachers have been mindful of the 
resourcing difficulties that students may face when accessing their learning from home. Therefore, 
if needed the content and outcomes may slightly differ from that of what is happening in school.  
 

Impact:  

By emphasising a cultural capital culture within our Academy children will explore the world first hand 

using their senses and experimentation to gain knowledge and understanding of the world in which 

they live. We also understand that art and design has the ability to inspire, motivate, challenge, calm 

and provide children opportunities to reflect. As children come to terms in the world we provide a safe 

and encouraging creative environment that enables children to compose and answer thought provoking 

questions, knowing that art is an open ended and individual subject that can be interpreted in a vast 

amount of ways. 

Art is subjective to the individual. Therefore, incredibly inclusive and vital for all the children at 

Glasshoughton Infant academy to be immersed in. It provides all children, including those with SEND, 

with a voice and a way in which to communicate.  

All children will be given the opportunity to become an artist and develop their skills as an artist and 
designer. They will develop skills and knowledge of materials so that ideas can be generated, 
undertaken and completed with success. Art is a great way for children to express their feelings and 
emotions and therefor adapting the imitate, innovate and inventing aspects of the T4W scheme is 
incredibly useful as a tool that the children are already familiar with. We want children to become 
confident artists and this approach allows children to the freedom to do so whilst having secure 
learning scaffolds in place to ensure success.  

Art organically encourages the natural abilities that every child possesses in this subject and allow them 

to demonstrate their creativity and individuality. When suitable children will be expected to work 

collaboratively to create and critique their own work and the work of others. This is to develop the 

‘even better if’ culture we are nurturing at Glasshoughton Infant Academy. Through collaborative work 



children are able to communicate confidently and develop aesthetic judgements applied to their own 

work, to the work of others and to the world around them.  

When a child is exposed to a wide range of genres and styles they acquire a wide repertoire of 

language.  Through careful spacing and retrieval opportunities and using a wide range of stimulus and 

artefacts children will be well versed and able to communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings in 

response to a piece of art and speak like an expert.  

 

Displaying work is invaluable for children and we celebrate children’s successes by displaying work 

around shared areas and within classrooms. It also provides them with a starting point when discussing 

the work in which they have undertaken when taking part in pupil discussions.  Each year group takes 

turns to display work in the hall, the entrance and the library for all to see. Work is double mounted and 

questions are posed around pieces of art for children to consider, alongside key vocabulary that has 

been used. Each year group has a Twitter page where work can be shared with parents.   

The curriculum is designed for all children to maximise their potential. This is achieved through carefully 
considered developmental curriculum that progresses in such a way to ensure that individual needs, 
strengths and next steps are built upon to ensure no child, including those who are pupil premium, 
SEND or disadvantaged, fall behind. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we understand 
that the assessment of learning provides vital intelligence in regards to target teaching and 
children’s next steps to ensure they succeed in their learning. Pre-teaching and Same Day Intervention 
are two strategies that are consistently applied across school to support children to experience 
success.   

Assessment:  

Nothing is learned unless it rests in pupils’ long-term memory. This does not happen, and cannot be 
assessed, in the short term. Assessment therefore answers two main questions: How well are pupils 
coping with the curriculum content? And how well are they retaining previously taught 
content?  Consequently, at Glasshoughton Infant academy we provide children with lots of 
opportunities to revisit and practise conceptual knowledge and understanding. This is assessed at the 
beginning of the lesson whereby the children are given the opportunity to ‘speak like an 
expert’. Feedback is given in a timely manner and acted upon to ensure that children are addressing 
misconceptions and monitoring the children’s long-term memory capacity.   
The use of cold and hot assessment tasks support assessment of progression and further next step 
identification.   
 

Regular assessment drops will support teachers to highlight clear next steps for individuals and support 

leaders in school in their professional dialogue around progress, CPD, subject knowledge, outcomes and 

lines of enquiry to follow. Impact of the curriculum is triangulated through skills, knowledge and the 

ability to communicate the learning.  

In the EYFS teachers upload examples of Expressive Arts and Design which is shared with parents. This is 

assessed using the September 2021 EYFS Curriculum on Tapestry. 

In KS1 teachers upload pictures or videos to the application Seesaw to document key skills 

demonstrated within a lesson that may not be appropriate for the Art folder or sketch book. Teachers 



will document what learning objective is being covered within the National Curriculum as a record of 

achievement towards a child achieving a particular skill.  

In Key Stage 1 children are assessed using Assessment Ladders which assesses the children against the 
Age Related Expectations (ARE) for Year 1 and Year 2 in all 4 strands. The children will only be age 
related if they can communicate in written form, retrieve and apply the knowledge and skills that they 
have been taught throughout the term. If children are not at the ARE they are then assessed at being 
below the ARE and will be assessed using the criteria to highlight their achievements and their next 
steps. Children who are above the ARE are encouraged to deepen their knowledge and understanding 
and apply this to different areas of the curriculum and real life. They are expected to evaluate and 
comment critically on their designs and products and to explain ideas using their own words to develop 
their understanding of Design Technology.  

Within every year group a folder for each individual child is kept to store large pieces of Art work which 

children can then take home at the end of the school year. Each child has a sketch book which follows 

their journey from Reception to Year 2 and is marked following the school marking policy. There will be 

at least one piece of work completed each half term in the sketch books.  

Resources:  
We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Art and Design across the school. General 

and frequently used resources are kept in individual classrooms such as; paints, paper, glue, brushes 

and clay. Children have access to a range of materials including tissue paper, felt and wool. Children will 

access a range of joining materials such as; paper clips, fasteners, sticky tape and glue.  

Health and safety: 

It is essential that teachers make pupils aware of any potential hazards when working with a variety of 

tools and materials. Teachers and pupils should know how to stay safe in relation to use and, when 

necessary, storage.   

 

Equal Opportunities: 
 
All children are given opportunities to take part in all Art and Design tasks across school. Work is 

differentiated to meet the needs of all children. Children with SEN and children who are at risk of 

underachieving have structured interventions and are supported so their needs are met. Challenge 

groups are also in place for the more able children, both in and out of class. Topics across school are 

chosen to appeal to all children. As a school we appreciate that all children have different needs and all 

staff work together to adhere to those needs. 

Home learning has been carefully considered and planned for to ensure that children learning remotely 

from home still receive the same quality learning as those in school. 

 

  

 



 
 
 
Monitoring and review 
 

This policy will be reviewed appropriate to new legislation or to the needs of the school. 
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