
Glasshougton Infant Academy        Nursery Medium term planning – The wonderful world of colours    Autumn term 21/22 – 14 weeks   

  

Key texts –  Eric Hill – Spot the Dog books – Spot’s colours, Spot says please, Spot loves nursery, Spot loves his teacher, Spot loves his friends  

 

 

PSED 

• Role play indoors: Home corner (A1/A2), Vets (A1), Farm shop (A2), Santa’s 
workshop (A2) 

• Role play outdoors: Petrol station, Fire station (A1), Mocktail station (A1), 
Potion station (A2) (linked to Halloween) 

• Separate from their adult happily 

• Access areas in nursery which interest and engage them 

• Accept and enjoy praise from adults for their achievements (verbal/stickers) 

• Develop an understanding of different family units and home life to their own 
through circle time discusses  

• Develop an understanding of how families are different and people may 
celebrate birthdays/Christmas in different ways - link to Christianity  

• Simple circle time games – passing a smile, rolling a large call, learning 
children’s’ names  

• Develop an awareness of Remembrance Day – understand what the poppy 
represents – generate a list of personal attributes we think id good for people 
to have (e.g. kind, helpful) 

• Take turns when playing in provision and games within small groups. 

• Share resources within provision, learning how to manage conflict 

• Welcome play from a varying group of peers  

 

 

 

 

Communication and language 

• Listen to peers during play and respond appropriately 

• Speak clearly to communicate to both peers and adults  

• Use the words ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ correctly 

• Answer a simple question (Who? What? Where?) 

• Listen to a story read by an adult and answer simple questions about 
the main themes and characters  

• Follow an instruction and follow the rules and routines in nursery (e.g. 
carpet time, accessing snack, turn taking to go outside) 

• Join in with familiar nursery rhymes and songs linked to all areas of the 
curriculum daily – nursery rhyme of the week  

• Begin to answer some ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions whilst engaged in play 
– experiences related to them (e.g. why have you used the longest brick 
here?) 

• Develop talk and conversational skills with peers within role play 

• Begin to develop kagan structures (shoulder partners), modelling how 
to have an effective conversation (turning to partner, eye contact, listen 
then respond)  

• Begin to use ‘and’ when speaking to extend phrases and sentences   

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 

• Move carefully around nursery, walking and negotiating space effectively both indoors and outdoors 

• Pedal and man the trikes safely outdoors, experimenting moving using the balance bikes, lifting feet off 
the ground and attempting to glide whilst steering 

• Use grasp grip initially when attempting to write and mark make, move to develop pencil hold using first 
2 fingers and thumb  

• Trace over name, copy name, begin to form letters in own name correctly, attempt to write own name 

in many areas of provision throughout a session 

• Create large scale movements (dancing with scarves, creative large art work with paint and chunky 

chalks outside) 

• Access the snack table independently, finding name card and getting own choice of drink and snack  

• Exercise fine motor control through a variety of weekly activities, including using tweezers, threading, 
moulding and manipulating play dough using different forces 

• Mix and spread fruit and veg in the mocktail station outdoors 

• Exercise arm, shoulder, wrist and finger muscles through weekly gross and fine motor activities, 
including dough disco, squiggle while you wiggle 

• Throw and catch a large ball during circle time activities  

• Put own coat on, using the hood over head 

 

 

Understanding the World 

• Talk about themselves – likes, dislikes, what they enjoy 

playing with 

• Talk about how children have changed since they were 

babies and create a simple physical time line 

• Talk about primary caregivers, siblings, who lives in their 

house, who they spend time with 

• Discuss the weather daily, discuss the changes, the 

temperature, how it makes us feel, how it affects what 

we need to wear 

• Explore and act out different job roles linked to role play 

areas – being a vet, working in a shop, being a chef – link 

to Jackson Pollock 

• Discuss Christmas traditions in their house and compare 

to peers and other Christian traditions 

• Discuss harvest and learn about the process from field to 

fork – watch videos, read non-fiction texts in small 

groups, link to familiar places (Farms, Framer Copleys) 

• Plant, grow, observe cress heads, create a diary using 

iMovie talking about changes, use cress in weekly 

cooking activity when making sandwiches 

• Participate in Armistice Day activities – learn about what 

the poppy represents 

• Create large scale art work of faces by collaging natural 

materials outdoors on a shower curtain – sort materials 

according to properties – e.g. bend to be a mouth  

• Use small world resources at act out familiar experiences 

(e.g. being at home, going to the park, going to the farm, 

going shopping) 

• Operate toys effectively with knobs or pulleys for a 

desired purpose (e.g. making them move from Spot to 

Nursery) 

• Create digital art work using iPads (Doddle Buddy) to 

imitate Pollock’s splatter art work 

• Prepare, cook and taste a variety of different food weekly 

– discuss what they liked or disliked about it 

• Explore and talk about forces they can feel – using pull 

along toys of different surfaces – playground, grass, 

Mathematics 

• On-going – calendar and weather every day, time of the day/telling 

the time, using language related to time to discuss children’s day 

(e.g. after that, in the morning, at night time), weighing, measuring 

and counting ingredients when cooking, money within role play 

• Count to 5, then 10, show number of fingers 

• Make numbers to 10 using concrete resources, both plastic 

manipulatives and natural resources outside  

• Match quantity to numeral to 5 – putting the correct number of 

pom poms on spot the dog, baubles on a Christmas tree 

• Begin to recognise numerals to 5, focusing on children’s ages 

primarily – weekly number hunts, number hunt down Newfield 

Avenue 

• Subitising – fast recognition of up to 3 objects – within role play 

• Order 3 objects by size – ordering Spot and his friends 

• Identify patterns around them, on clothes and socks – stripes, spots, 

zig zags, etc 

• Compare different size Spot the Dogs using the language 

bigger/little/smaller/tall 

• Use positional language to describe where Spot is without pointing – 

use language behind, next to, inside, on top 

• Compare quantities of liquid in the Mocktail Station – use language 

more, less, full, empty 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

• Recognise own name card from a selection of 3 initially – 

self-registration, snack table, easel area  

• Trace over name, copy name, begin to form letters in own 

name correctly, attempt to write own name in many areas of 

provision throughout a session, including writing name on 

pictures 

• Hold a book the correct way up, turn the pages carefully one 

at a time – guided reading and independently within 

provision areas 

• Imitate the story ‘Spot Loves Nursery’, using story maps, 

actions, picture clues, drama, walking the story, innovate the 

story by changing Spot to themselves – record voice on iPads 

using simple spoken sentences (e.g My mum gives me a kiss, 

I hang up my coat), use simple adjectives to describe positive 

and negative feelings. Record using iPads 

• Listen to a story read by an adult and answer simple 

questions about the plot and the characters (what, when, 

who, how), using illustrations as prompts 

• Make simple predictions about what will happen next in a 

story 

• Use props, puppets and small world to re-tell familiar stories 

• Mark make for a purpose within role play provision – write 

receipts, write order forms, shopping lists, recipe cards 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts Design  

 

• Colour mixing and naming colours focus – using primary 
colour powder paints to create secondary colours – 
exploring varying shades of the same colour – introduce 
language ‘lighter’ and ‘darker’ 

• Famous artist – Jackson Pollock – Abstract Impressionist 
– use primary and secondary colours to imitate and 
innovate his work through splatter painting using 
brushes and marble rolling in paint 

• Process of using the painting easel correctly – using the 
brushes, powder paint, paint trays, sponges correctly  

• Learn and join in with new songs in Nursery – tidy up 
song, please and thank you song, familiar nursery 
rhymes through nursery rhyme of the week  

• Join a variety of materials using PVA and pritt stick to 
construct with a purpose in mind – box modelling, 
adding to design by collaging using a variety of materials   

• Large scale art outside – using chalks to create 
construction designs, building and evaluating their 
designs  

• Using imagination to create stories using the small world 
and role play areas  

• Christmas cards - printing, calendars - marbling 

 

 

 

 

Working with food – preparing food safely (mixing and spreading) – following a recipe – weighing and measuring 

ingredients – tasting food, saying if they liked or disliked it. : 

Crumpet pizzas     Halloween buns   Cheesy, vegetable pasta 

Vegetable soup (Harvest)    Poppy biscuits (Armistice Day) Flapjack 

Marshmallow fireworks (Bonfire Night)  Christmas rice crispy cakes   Chocolate brownie 

Cheese straws     Sausage rolls   Ham and cheese wraps 

Flap jack       Sandwiches 

 

Big book work 

- Ask questions, generating own questions - CLL- communicating findings to rest of children 

- Vote for their favourite question – British values - PSED 

- Find ways to work out the answers to their questions 

- Use the internet to research - UTW 

- Use non-fiction books to research – UTW/Lit 

- Link to maths – sizes, measuring, shapes  

- Link to EAD – recording what they have found out in various ways 

 


