
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It is with delight that I am writing to inform you that school will re-open to all children on  Monday 8th March 2021. 

Many of the procedures we had in place from September to December will be the ones that we are continuing with 

when school re-opens. The children were really secure in these routines and were well embedded, and we know that 

they were successful. Below I have set out some reminders, as it seems along time since we were altogether. 

Bubbles 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we will be continuing to work in bubbles.  

In Years 1 and 2 the children will work in class bubbles, and in reception and nursery they will work in year group 

bubbles. This ensures all children can access all areas of a broad and balanced curriculum inline with the National 

Curriculum and Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Arrival at school 

ALL children and families will enter school through the current Year 1 gate. This will be ENTRANCE only. Once on site 

there will be a one way system that takes families and parents up the steps, around the edge of the playground and 

down the steps/ ramp near to the year 2 classrooms. If you have children in Year 2, you can then drop children off 

here. You will then continue back along the path (on the paving slabs) towards Year 1. If you have children in Year 1 

you will drop off at Year 1 here. You will then turn right through the gate towards Reception. If you have children in 

reception you will drop them here. ALL children and families will exit through the Reception gate (near Nursery).  

Year group  Time to arrive at drop off  Time to arrive at collection  

Nursery 8:45am/ 12:25pm  11:35am/ 3:10pm  

Mrs Hepworth 8:50am  3:10pm  

Mrs Harley 8:45am 3:05pm  

Mrs Wilson 8:50am  3:10pm  

Miss Rowley 8:45am 3:05pm  

Mrs Fox 8:50am  3:10pm  

Miss Swain  8:45am 3:05pm  

 

Collection 

ALL children and families will enter school through the current Year 1 gate. This will be ENTRANCE only. You will then 

follow the one way system to your child’s classroom door and again exit via the gate on the Reception playground. 

As you arrive at the classroom door, please stand on the spot. If there is someone waiting on the spot, please stand 

back maintaining a social distance. The children will be ready as you arrive to make the collection as quick as 

possible. From your classroom door you will then follow the one way system and exit from the Reception gate.  

The ENTRANCE and EXIT gate will be open from 3pm.  

 

Parents are expected to wear a face covering on the school site, covering their mouth and nose. 

For children in nursery they will enter and exit through the nursery gate.  

Staff will be available to support you getting to the right place at the right time. I ask that you please come 

for your time only. Do not arrive early.  

 



Learning environment 

Once children have washed their hands, children in nursery and reception will register and begin their learning. 

Children will learn in provision areas, indoors and outdoors to support their learning in all areas of learning.  

Once children have washed their hands in years 1 and 2, children will be sat in their seating place at a table of 6 

children, in a horse-shoe shape.  

All children will have their own pencil case containing items of stationary that they will need to use to support their 

learning. Resources children may need to use to support their learning will be available and sanitised between 

bubbles.  

Desks and chairs will be sanitised throughout the day, at playtime, lunchtime and at the end of the day.  

Playtime 

As said above, children will remain in their bubble for playtime. Children will wash their hands before they go out to 

play. Playtimes across school will be staggered so that the children who they are learning with, will be the children 

they are playing with. Our focus is on keeping children safe and preventing the mixing of children to further minimise 

the risk. Children will take part in games and activities led by staff to support them to social distance.  

Children will sanitise and wash their hands on the return to the classroom, followed by washing once all children are 

seated.  

Lunchtime  

Children will order their lunch on arrival at school using the menu or bring their packed lunch to school in a clearly 

named lunch bag. Children in reception will eat their lunch in the hall, all other year groups will eat their lunch in the 

classrooms.  The tables and chairs will be sanitised before and after lunch and children will wash their hands before 

eating. After eating their lunch, children will wash their hands before going out to play on the playground. As said 

before, this will be with their social bubble. Children will take part in games and activities led by staff to support 

them to social distance. 

As children re-enter the classroom, they will sanitise and wash their hands again before starting their learning for the 

afternoon.  

Curriculum  

We are aware that during this current lockdown children’s learning at home has been much more robust than in the 

previous lockdown, a huge thank you to you all for all you have been doing to support your child and us with this! 

We have also been able to monitor learning much more closely. However, we appreciate that this is not quite the 

same as in class, face to face teaching and that every family will have had different circumstances to juggle 

throughout this time. Once children have returned to school we will be quickly carrying out assessments to re-

establish their attainment and next steps in learning, tailoring whole class, small group or individual learning to suit 

and ensuring children rapidly move forwards from their respective starting points with the support of the teaching 

and support staff. 

Parent Consultations, via telephone, will take place after the Easter holidays to share with you your child’s 

assessments and their next steps in their learning that we will be planning towards.  

Uniform 

For children in full time school, we ask that children are in our full school uniform. For children in nursery, we do not 

expect uniform, however do understand that a high number of families choose to wear uniform. Uniform must be 

clean. We ask that children come to school in a pair of suitable shoes. Children in full time school we will need a pair 

of indoor shoes, black pumps are suitable.  

It is vital that as we create a new normal that ALL items of clothing MUST be named. We will not be able to return 

any items of clothing that are not named. If children take their cardigans or jumpers off, they will be stored in their 

drawer. 



PE Days  

On days when your child does PE they may come to school in PE Kit, including wearing black leggings/or tracksuit 

bottoms, with a t-shirt and School Jumper. This is to minimise changing and to prevent too many items from home 

being brought into school. 

PE days are as follows: 

Year group PE day 

Reception Friday 

Year 1 Monday and Friday 

Year 2 Tuesday and Wednesday 

 

Items from home 

To minimise the risk of transmission we ask that only the items brought to school are a freshly filled water bottle, 

packed lunch box (if not having a free school lunch) and a small book bag that can fit in your child’s draw.  They will 

not need any other items from home. Please do not bring rucksacks or large bags as we do not have space to store 

these. 

 

Walk, bike or scoot 

As the government is requesting, to reduce the use of public transport if you can, please walk, bike or scoot with 

your child to school. Scooters or bikes can be stored in the pods on the playground.  

 

Attendance  

The guidance from the government is very clear that as children return to school attendance is mandatory, meaning 

that all children are expected to be in school every day, unless they are ill. Our normal attendance expectations will 

apply of letting school know if your child is ill. If we don’t hear from you we will be in touch as part of our 

safeguarding procedures. It is vital we are aware if children are ill as we may have further procedures we need to 

follow to keep other children and staff safe. 

Testing 

The symptoms possibly related to Coronavirus are outline below: 

• A temperature 

• A new continuous cough 

• Loss of smell or taste 

If children in school display any of the above symptoms, we will call and ask them to be collected and asked to 

contact NHS for a testing kit and inform school immediately of the results.  

Any children who are absent from school with any of the above symptoms will be asked to contact NHS for a testing 

kit and inform school immediately of the results.  

If the test results are positive, your child MUST self isolate for 10 days from the start of the symptoms and all other 

members of your household for 10 days. If their temperature remains high they should continue to self isolate and 

speak with a Doctor. The children and staff who have also been in the same bubble at school will also be asked to 

self isolate for 10 days.  

If the test results are negative, your child can return to school once they are well and no longer have symptoms 

similar to coronavirus. 



Remote Learning  

Whilst we sincerely hope we do not have to action this, in the event of a class bubble closing or an individual 

needing to isolate we will continue to offer support with learning at home via Class Dojo.  

Children who are physically well to be learning at home will be sent the weekly timetable that has links to Microsoft 

Sways, video modelling and stories by GIA staff of the same learning content as the children in school. This will be 

emailed and sent via Class Dojo.  

• Families can upload learning to the class teacher who will provide individual feedback.  

• Children will be invited to join assemblies on a Monday and Friday morning, along with one story session a 

week, through Google Classroom.  

 

Childminders 

To support the safe drop off and collection of children from childminders we are creating a childminder drop off and 

collection zone. This will reduce the time that childminders are on the school site and reduce the number of bubbles 

they need to visit, therefore mitigating the risk for all. If your child is brought to school or collected by a childminder 

the zone will be just outside the main entrance. A member of school staff will be there to meet and greet and ensure 

children are safely transitioned between settings.  

 

Communication  

We will continue to use electronic systems as our means of communicating with parents, reducing the amount of 

paper being used and also to make it more efficient in the office.  

For all children in school we will use: 

• Class Dojo – for parents of children in nursery and reception, you will receive log on details for this on your 

first day in September.  

• Ourschoolsapp – download from AppStore/ GooglePlay store and follow instructions.  

• Parentmail - for parents of children in nursery and reception, you will receive log on details for this on your 

first day in September.  

Breakfast and After School Club 

Breakfast and After School club will be running. Children will remain in their class bubbles. Please book this provision 

using ParentPay.   

 

As part of our hierarchy of controls in school, staff will be wearing face masks when in the corridors or communal 

areas. Staff are also testing twice weekly in line with government guidance.  

We are hoping that extra curricular clubs will begin after the Easter holidays.  

 

Once again, I apologise for the length of this letter and the amount of information to share with you. I hope it 

answers any questions you may have had and we are so looking forward to welcoming you all back in March.  

 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Kindest regards 

Mrs Anna Walker  



 

 


