
GIA Skills and Knowledge RE Progression 2021/2022 

 

 

On entry - Summer 2021 Nursery - Autumn 2021  Nursery - Spring 2022 Nursery - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

 The 
Colour Monster 

 
Nursery rhymes –  Incy 
Wincy,  Miss Polly, Jack 

and Jill 

All Are Welcome 
 
 

Twinkle Twinkle, 
, Hey Diddle Diddle, 

Humpty Dumpty 
 

I Love All of Me,  
Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

From Tadpole to Frog 
(Non-fiction) 

 

Farmer Duck 
Old MacDonald 

 

The Little Red Hen 
Oh Dear! 

 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

 I can talk about what I have observed. 
 
 

 I can talk about what I have observed. 

 I can identify similarities and differences 
between people. 

 I can identify similarities and differences 
between people. 

 I can talk about what I know.  

 I can ask questions. 

 I can research to deepen my knowledge 
and understanding. 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

   Notice differences between people. 

 Show interest in different occupations. 
 

 Show interest in different occupations. 

 Continue to develop positive attitudes 
about the differences between people. 
 

 Show interest in different occupations. 

 Understand that some places are special 
to members of their community.   

 Recognise that people have different 
beliefs and celebrate special times in 
different ways. 
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Reception – RE (Understanding the world) 

Nursery - Summer 2021 Reception - Autumn 2021  Reception - Spring 2022 Reception- Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Farmer Duck The Little Red Hen All About Me The Stickman  Owl Babies  Observation and 
Change  

Minibeasts 
What the ladybird 

heard. 

Oliver’s Vegetables    

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

I can talk about what I have observed. 
I can identify similarities and differences 
between people. 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
 

 I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can research to deepen my knowledge and 
understanding. 
I can observe and communicate similarities and 
differences. 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can research to deepen my knowledge and 
understanding. 
I can observe and communicate similarities and 
differences. 
 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

 
Show interest in different occupations. 
Continue to develop positive attitudes 
about the differences between people. 

 
 

 Talk about members of their immediate 
family and community. 

 Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them. 

 Show interest in different occupations. 

 Understand that some places are special 
to members of their community.   

 Recognise that people have different 
beliefs and celebrate special times in 
different ways. 
 

 

 Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries. 

 Describe their immediate environment 
using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps.  
 

 Know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and 
cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  

 Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

 Deepen knowledge, skills and 
understanding through remembering, 
retrieving and applying in a variety of 
contexts.     
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Year 1 – Religious Education  

Reception - Summer 2021 Year 1 - Autumn 2021  Year 1 - Spring 2022 Year 1 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Oliver’s Vegetables  What the ladybird 
Heard 

Traditional Tales  
Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella 

What is great about where we live? 
Beegu 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside  
Billy’s bucket 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can research to deepen my knowledge 
and understanding. 
I can observe and communicate similarities 
and differences. 
 

Emerging:  
1.       I can talk about what is special about 
belonging to a group that is important to them. 
2.         I can show an awareness that some people 
belong to different religions. 
Expected:  
3.        I can recognise and name some symbols of 
belonging for Christians and one other religion. 
Suggest what they mean and why they matter. 
4.       I can give an account of what happens at a 
traditional Christian infant baptism and suggest 
what the actions and symbols mean.  
5.        I can identify two ways people show they 
belong to each other when they get married. 
6.        I can respond to examples of co-operation 
between different people. 
Exceeding: 
7.       I can give examples of ways in which 
believers express their identity and belonging 
within faith communities, responding sensitively 
to differences. 
8.        I can identify some similarities and 
differences between the ceremonies studied. 
 
Emerging:  
1.        I can identify a special time they celebrate 
and explain simply what celebration means. 

Emerging:  
1.        I can talk about Christians, they believe in 
God and follow the example of Jesus. 
2.        I can recognise some Christian symbols and 
images. 
Expected:  
3.        I can talk about simple ideas about Christan 
beliefs about God and Jesus. 
4.         I can re-tell a story that shows what 
Christians might think about God. 
5.         I can talk about issues of good and bad, 
right and wrong arising from stories. 
6.        I can ask questions about believing in God 
and offer some ideas of their own. 
Exceeding: 
7.      I can make links between what Jesus taught 
and what Christians believe and do. 
8.       I can respond thoughtfully to a piece of 
Christian music and a bible text that inspired it. 

Emerging:  
1.        I can recognise that there are special 
places where people go to worship and talk 
about what people do there. 
2.        I can identify three objects used in 
worship in two religions. 
Expected:  
3.        I can identify special objects and symbols 
found in a place of worship. Say what they mean 
and how they are used. 
4.        I can talk about ways in which stories, 
objects and symbols are used in places of 
worship, show what people believe. 
5.        I can describe some of the ways in which 
people use music in worship, and talk about 
how different kinds of music make them feel. 
6.         I can ask good questions during a school 
visit about what happens in a church, 
synagogue or mosque.  
Exceeding: 
7.        I can suggest meanings to religious songs, 
responding sensitively to ideas about thanking 
and praising. 
8.        I can show that they are aware that some 
people regularly worship God in different ways, 
and in different places. 
 



GIA Skills and Knowledge RE Progression 2021/2022 

2.        I can talk about ways in which Jesus was a 
special person who Christians believe is the Son of 
God. 
Expected:  
3.        I can identify some ways Christians 
celebrate Christmas/Easter/Harvest and some 
ways a festival is celebrated in another religion.  
4.       I can re-tell a stories connected with 
Christmas/Easter/Harvest and a festival in 
another religion. 
5.        I can ask questions and suggest answers 
about stories to do with Christian festivals  and a 
story from a festival in another religion. 
6.        I can collect examples of what people do, 
give, sing, remember at religious celebrations and 
say why they matter to believers. 
Exceeding: 
7.         I can suggest meanings for some symbols 
and actions used in religious celebrations. 
8.          I can identify similarities and differences 
between the celebrations studied. 

 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

 Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  

 Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and 
(when appropriate) maps. 

Christianity Islam  
What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? 
That we all belong to something and belonging is 
an important part of our lives. That religious 
people have signs we can notice about the fact 
that they belong to a religion 
Describe what Christians believe about God caring 
for them.  
Find out more about Christian signs of belonging 
Describe what a story about the prophet shows 
about belonging to the Muslim community  

Christianity 
Who is a Christian and what do they believe? 

 Describe what they think about what 
Christians believe and think is important  

 Consider questions such as what 
Christian might believe and think is 
important 

 Talk about their own ideas about God  

 Talk about some ways that Christians 
describe God and Jesus  

 Retell a story that shows what Christians 
might think about God  

 Christianity Islam 
What makes some places sacred? 

 Consider places that make them feel 
safe. Give simple reasons for why these 
places make them feel safe.  

 Find out more about places of worship. 
Consider questions such as: Where is a 
sacred place for believers? Why are 
places of worship sacred or holy for 
believers? Look for similarities and 
differences between pictures of three 
different places of worship. 
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 Deepen knowledge, skills and 
understanding through 
remembering, retrieving and 
applying in a variety of contexts.     

 

Find out more about how calligraphy shows what 
is important to Muslims 
 
 
How and why do we celebrate special and sacred 
times? 

 Identify a special time they celebrate and 
describe its importance.  

 Explain simply what celebration means.  

 Describe how a festival is celebrated.  

 Look for similarities and differences 
between different festivals  

 Think of reasons why some people like to 
celebrate important events  

 Talk about features in stories about 
Easter that made 

 Think of reasons why some people use 
music in celebrations 

 
 
 
 

  Retell stories told by Jesus and about 
Jesus in words, drama and pictures  

 Describe some ways Christians might use 
the Bible  

 Talk about why God and Jesus are 
important for Christian people 

 Think, talk about and ask some 
thoughtful questions about how the 
Bible influences Christians and what 
influences them  

 Make links between what Jesus taught 
and what Christians believe and do 

 Express their own ideas about the 
parables that Jesus told and the stories 
told about Jesus 

 Describe some ways that Christians 
describe God and Jesus  

 Give reasons why Christians pray and 
describe what Christians pray about 

 Describe some beliefs and stories that 
are important to Christians. 

 Describe places of worship whilst 
considering why they are important to 
believers. 

 Find out more about why the church is 
important to Christians.  

 Consider questions such as: Are 
religious artefacts important to 
believers? Why is the church important 
to Christians? Is the church building 
important to Christians? 

 Think of reasons why some people feel 
that the church is important even if 
they aren’t a believer. 

  Give simple reasons for why the 
church is important for believers.  

 Think of reasons why some people visit 
a place of worship. 

 Describe the mosque and its features. 

  Find out more about the mosque and 
why it is important to Muslims.  

 Consider questions such as: What is 
the mosque like? What might it feel 
like to enter the mosque as a believer? 
Why do you think each area of the 
mosque is important? 

 Describe places of worship and their 
features. 

  Find out more about symbols within 
different places of worship.  

 Look for similarities and differences 
between places of worship 

 Find out more about why places of 
worship are important to the 
community.  
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 Give simple reasons for why places of 
worship are important to the 
community. 
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Year 2 – RE  

Year 1 - Summer 2021 Year 2 - Autumn 2021  Year 2 - Spring 2022 Year 2 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

What is great about where we live? 
Beegu  

Traditional Tales  
Little Red Hen 

Coast to coast 
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 

Africa  
The slightly annoying elephant 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

Emerging:  
1.        I can recognise that there are 
special places where people go to 
worship and talk about what people 
do there. 
2.        I can identify three objects 
used in worship in two religions. 
Expected:  
3.        I can identify special objects 
and symbols found in a place of 
worship. Say what they mean and 
how they are used. 
4.        I can talk about ways in which 
stories, objects and symbols are used 
in places of worship, show what 
people believe. 
5.        I can describe some of the ways 
in which people use music in worship, 
and talk about how different kinds of 
music make them feel. 
6.         I can ask good questions 
during a school visit about what 
happens in a church, synagogue or 
mosque.  
Exceeding: 
7.        I can suggest meanings to 
religious songs, responding sensitively 
to ideas about thanking and praising. 

Emerging:  
1.        I can identify a special time they 
celebrate and explain simply what celebration 
means. 
2.        I can talk about ways in which Jesus 
was a special person who Christians believe is 
the Son of God. 
Expected:  
3.        I can identify some ways Christians 
celebrate Christmas/Easter/Harvest and some 
ways a festival is celebrated in another 
religion.  
4.        I can re-tell a stories connected with 
Christmas/Easter/Harvest and a festival in 
another religion. 
5.        I can ask questions and suggest 
answers about stories to do with Christian 
festivals  and a story from a festival in another 
religion. 
6.        I can collect examples of what people 
do, give, sing, remember at religious 
celebrations and say why they matter to 
believers. 
Exceeding: 
7.         I can suggest meanings for some 
symbols and actions used in religious 
celebrations. 

Emerging:  
1.        I can understand that Muslims believe in God 
(Allah) and follow the example of the Prophet 
Muhammad.  
2.        I can identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan 
and celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr 
Expected:  
3.        I can talk about some simple ideas about Muslim 
beliefs about God. 
4.        I can re-tell a story about the life of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 
5.        I can recognise some objects used by Muslims 
and suggest why they are important. 
6.        I can identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan 
and celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr and how this might make 
them feel. 
Exceeding: 
7.        I can make links between what the holy Qur'an 
says and how Muslims behave. 
8.        I can ask some questions about God that are 
hard to answer and offer some ideas of their own. 
 

 
 

Emerging:  
1.        I can talk about how religions teach that 
people are valuable, giving simple examples. 
2.        I can recognise that some people believe 
God created the world and so we should look 
after it. 
Expected:  
3.        I can re-tell Bible stories and stories from 
another faith about caring for others and the 
world. 
4.        I can talk about issues of good, bad, right 
and wrong arising from stories.  
5.        I can talk about some texts from different 
religions that promote the 'Golden Rule' and think 
about what would happen if people followed this 
idea more. 
6.         I can use creative ways to express their 
own ideas about the creation story and what it 
says about what God is like.   
 Exceeding: 
7.        I can give examples of ways in which 
believers action their beliefs about others and the 
world.  
8.        I can answer the title question thoughtfully 
in the light of their learning in this unit. 
 
Emerging:  
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8.        I can show that they are aware 
that some people regularly worship 
God in different ways, and in different 
places. 
Emerging:  
1.        I can talk about Christians, they 
believe in God and follow the 
example of Jesus. 
2.        I can recognise some Christian 
symbols and images. 
Expected:  
3.        I can talk about simple ideas 
about Christan beliefs about God and 
Jesus. 
4.         I can re-tell a story that shows 
what Christians might think about 
God. 
5.         I can talk about issues of good 
and bad, right and wrong arising from 
stories. 
6.        I can ask questions about 
believing in God and offer some ideas 
of their own. 
Exceeding: 
7.      I can make links between what 
Jesus taught and what Christians 
believe and do. 
8.       I can respond thoughtfully to a 
piece of Christian music and a bible 
text that inspired it. 
 
 

8.         I can identify similarities and 
differences between the celebrations studied. 
 
 
Emerging:  
I can talk about the fact that Jewish people 
believe in God (A1).  
I can recognise that some Jewish people 
remember God in different ways (e.g. 
mezuzah, on Shabbat) (A3).    
Expected:  
3.I can talk about how the mezuzah in the 
home reminds Jewish people about God (A3).  
4.I can talk about how Shabbat is a special day 
of the week for Jewish people, and give some 
examples of what they might do to celebrate 
Shabbat (B1).  
5.I can re-tell a story that shows what Jewish 
people at the festival of Chanukah might think 
about God, suggesting what it means (A2).  
Exceeding: 
6.I can make links between some Jewish 
teachings and how Jewish people live (A2).  
7.I can express their own ideas about the value 
of times of reflection, thanksgiving, praise and 
remembrance, in the light of their learning 
about why Jewish people choose to celebrate 
in these ways (C1). 

1.        I can talk about some of the stories that are 
used in religion and why people still read them. 
2.        I can recognise some of the ways in which 
Christians, Muslims and Jewish people treat 
sacred books. 
Expected:  
3.        I can recognise that sacred books contain 
stories that are special to people and should be 
treated with respect. 
4.        I can re-tell stories from the Christian Bible 
and stories from another faith. 
5.        I can ask and suggest answers to questions 
arising from Christian stories and stories from 
another religion. 
6.        I can talk about issues of good, bad, right 
and wrong arising from stories.  
Exceeding: 
7.        I can suggest thier own ideas about stories 
from sacred texts and give reasons for their 
significance. 
8.        I can make links between the messages 
within sacred texts and the way people live. 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Christianity Islam 
What makes some places sacred? 

Judaism Islam 
Identify some ways a Muslim might describe God. 

Sacred books 
That some books are holy, and what this means. 
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 Consider places that make 
them feel safe. Give simple 
reasons for why these places 
make them feel safe.  

 Find out more about places 
of worship. Consider 
questions such as: Where is 
a sacred place for believers? 
Why are places of worship 
sacred or holy for believers? 
Look for similarities and 
differences between pictures 
of three different places of 
worship. 

 Describe places of worship 
whilst considering why they 
are important to believers. 

 Find out more about why the 
church is important to 
Christians.  

 Consider questions such as: 
Are religious artefacts 
important to believers? Why 
is the church important to 
Christians? Is the church 
building important to 
Christians? 

 Think of reasons why some 
people feel that the church is 
important even if they aren’t 
a believer. 

  Give simple reasons for why 
the church is important for 
believers.  

That many people have objects in their home 
that are ‘precious’ to them and that these can 
be linked to religion. 
To recognise objects that can be found in 
many Jewish homes. 
What some of the words inside a mezuzah 
mean. 
That Jewish people believe in one God. 
Why a mezuzah is put on the doorposts of 
houses. 
Why Jewish people celebrate Shabbat. 
How Jewish people welcome Shabbat on a 
Friday night. 
How Jewish people both rest and pray at 
Shabbat. 
The story of Chanukah. 
Jewish practices at Chanukah. 
How Jewish practices at Chanukah help Jews 
to reflect on important aspects of the story. 
 
Special and sacred times 
Identify a special time they celebrate and 
describe its Importance. 
Explain simply what celebration means. 
Describe how a festival is celebrated. 
Look for similarities and differences between 
different festivals. 
Think of reasons why some people like to 
celebrate important events. 
Retell stories connected with Easter and say 
why 
these are important to Christians. 
Talk about features in stories about Easter 
that made people feel happy or sad and 
compare them parts of celebrations that 
make others happy or sad. 

Respond sensitively to what matters to Muslims and 
what matters to them.  
Retell a story about the Prophet Muhammad. 
Say why Muslims try to follow Muhammad and have 
great respect for him. 
Retell a story about Allah and Prophet Muhammad. 
Identify what makes a place special, or holy. 
Recognise and describe the significance of particular 
objects and places to Muslims. 
Use the right words to describe some things that are 
important in Islam. 
Recognise how important the Qur’an is to Muslims and 
give an example of a way Muslims treat the Qur’an. 
Identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan and 
celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr. 
 

 
 
 
 

That there are many versions of the Bible 
published and reasons for this. 
A story that Jesus told. 
Meanings behind the parable of The Lost Sheep. 
Some of the lessons taught by Jesus in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 
Ways in which these lessons can be put in 
practice today. 
That holy books are treated in special ways. 
How Christian people treat the Bible to show that 
it is holy. 
And/or 
How Muslim people treat the Qur’an to show that 
it is holy. 
And/or 
How Jewish people treat the Sefer Torah to show 
that it is holy. 
A story from the Torah (Moses). 
That the Torah contains stories and teachings. 
That there are similarities and differences 
between the Torah and the Bible. 
A story about the Prophet Muhammad. 
Meanings behind an Islamic story. 
The story of Jonah from Jewish and Christian holy 
texts. 
Meanings behind the story of Jonah in Jewish and 
Christian holy texts with a focus on what it 
teaches about God and forgiveness. 
The story of Jonah from the Qur’an. 
That the story of Jonah is in more than one holy 
text and shared by people of different religions. 
 
Caring for others 
Give an example of what Jesus said about the 
importance of children. 
Give simple examples of how people are unique 
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 Think of reasons why some 
people visit a place of 
worship. 

 Describe the mosque and its 
features. 

  Find out more about the 
mosque and why it is 
important to Muslims.  

 Consider questions such as: 
What is the mosque like? 
What might it feel like to 
enter the mosque as a 
believer? Why do you think 
each area of the mosque is 
important? 

 Describe places of worship 
and their features. 

  Find out more about 
symbols within different 
places of worship.  

 Look for similarities and 
differences between places 
of worship 

 Find out more about why 
places of worship are 
important to the community.  

 Give simple reasons for why 
places of worship are 
important to the community. 

 

Describe why Easter is an important festival to 
Christians. 
Think of reasons why some people use music 
in celebrations. 
Describe what three symbols tell us about the 
story of Easter. 
Identify some ways Christians celebrate 
Easter. 
Find out more about different services during 
holy week. 
Consider questions such as why do people 
come 
together at sad times? 
Look for similarities and differences between 
different services celebrated at holy week. 
Describe the link between a selection of 
Easter artefacts and the story and celebration 
of Easter 
suggest meanings for some symbols used in 
the Christian celebration of Easter. 
Look for similarities and differences in the 
way Easter is celebrated by different people. 
Find out more about the items on the seder 
plate and their meaning. 
Consider questions such as how might these 
foods help people remember this festival? 
Look for similarities and differences between 
celebrations of Pesach and Easter 
Describe the link between a selection of 
Pesach symbols and the story of Pesach. 
Describe what happens and what is being 
celebrated at Eid‐ul Fitr. 
Describe what happens during Ramadan. 
Think of reasons why some people choose to 
fast during Ramadan. 

and valuable. 
Describe how it feels when people are not kind. 
Consider questions such as what does this story 
teach 
about caring? 
Look for similarities and differences between 
different 
stories from the bible about caring. 
Identify two examples of religious believers caring 
for 
People. 
Give simple reasons why Jesus told the story of 
the Good Samaritan. 
Give examples of what believers do as a result of 
learning from the Good Samaritan and/or Four 
friends and the paralysed man. 
Describe how Jewish people might help people 
making links to the festival of Sukkot. 
Find out more about Tzedekah. 
Consider questions such as who needs our help? 
The links between the teaching in the Torah and 
Caring. 
Think of some ways Jewish people care for the 
world. 
Describe how Mother Teresa or Dr Barnado have 
put their beliefs into action. 
Consider questions such as what would it be like if 
everyone followed the golden rule? 
Some people look after the world because God is 
a 
Creator. 
Describe different ideas about what God might be 
like 
from reading the creation story. 
Share their own creative ideas about what the 
creation story says about God. 
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Look for similarities and differences between 
the 
celebration of Id‐ul‐ Fitr and Easter. 

Give their own answer to the unit question, giving 
simple reasons for their answers. 

 


