
GIA Skills and Knowledge Music Progression 2021/2022 

 

On entry - Summer 2021 Nursery - Autumn 2021  Nursery - Spring 2022 Nursery - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

 The 

Colour Monster 

 

Nursery rhymes –  Incy 

Wincy,  Miss Polly, Jack 

and Jill   

 

All Are Welcome 

 

 

Twinkle Twinkle, 

, Hey Diddle Diddle, 

Humpty Dumpty 

I Love All of Me,  

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

From Tadpole to Frog 

(Non-fiction) 

 

Farmer Duck 

Old MacDonald 

 

The Little Red Hen 

Oh Dear! 

 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 
 

 I can listen and respond to different sounds 
I can sing using varied pitch. 
 
 
 

I can talk about what I have heard 
I can sing familiar songs 
I can imitate playing an untuned instrument  

I can make up a song. 
I can sing with other people.  
I can innovate playing instruments.  

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

  Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person 
(‘pitch match’).  
 Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as 
up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 
 
 
 

Respond to what they have heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings. 
Remember and sing entire songs. 
Begin to Play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings and ideas. 
 
 
 
 

Create their own songs, or improvise a song 
around one they know. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the melody. 
 
Play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings and ideas. 
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Reception – Music 

Nursery - Summer 2021 Reception - Autumn 2021  Reception - Spring 2022 Reception- Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Farmer Duck The Little Red Hen All About Me The Stickman  Owl Babies  Observation and 
change    

Minibeasts  
What the lady bird 

heard.  

 Oliver’s Vegetables 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 
 

 

 
I can sing familiar songs 
I can sing with other people. 
 

I can make up a song. 
I can sing with other people. 
I can pitch match. 
I can follow a beat/pulse 
 

 I can talk about music and how it makes me feel. 
I can make music in a variety of ways. 
I can perform music to an audience. 
I can create my own rhythm.  
 
 

I can sing a range of familiar songs in time. 
I can identify the pitch within music. 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Remember and sing entire songs 
Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody. 

 
 

Create their own songs, or improvise a song 
around one they know. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the melody. 
Listen to a piece of music and identify the pulse/ 
beat.  

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses. 
Explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups. 
Explore and identify the rhythmic patterns of 
music.  
 

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 
songs;  
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and – when appropriate – try to move in 
time with music. 
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Year 1 – Music  

Reception - Summer 2021 Year 1 - Autumn 2021  Year 1 - Spring 2022 Year 1 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Oliver’s Vegetables  What the ladybird 
Heard 

Traditional Tales  What is great about where we live? Oh I do like to be beside the seaside  

Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella Beegu Billy’s bucket 

  Significant Musician  

  Learn a Disney song.  
A dream is a wish your heart makes.  

Beethoven  

Beatles  
Mozart  

Elgar - Classical comparison 

 Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I can ask questions 
about a piece of music  
I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion 
about the work of a musician. 
I can begin to identify the style of work of 
Beethoven. 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I can ask questions 
about a piece of music  
I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion 
about the work of a musician. 
I can begin to identify the style of work of Mozart.  

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I can ask 
questions about a piece of music  
I can describe what I can hear and give an 
opinion about the work of a musician. 
I can begin to identify the style of work of Elgar.  

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

 I can recite a poem  

 I can use my imagination  

 I can create my own song using 
pictorial notation.   

 I can match pitch.  

I can sing songs from memory with pitch. 
I can identify the pitch within a musical pattern. 
I can make different sounds with my voice.  
I can start and stop singing when following a 
leader. 
 
 I can identify the character in a piece of music. 
I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion 

about the work of a musician. 

I can begin to identify the style of work of 
Beethoven. 
 I can identify the pulse/ beat of a piece of music.  
I can discuss the tempo of a piece of music and 
begin to identify why a composer may have 
chosen that tempo.  
 
 
 

I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion 

about the work of a musician. 

I can identify the character in a piece of music. 
 

I can begin identify the style of work of Mozart 
and compare their work to previously taught 
composers. 
I can identify and describe the different purposes 
of music including  dynamics and structure  
 
I can use age-appropriate apps to explore musical 
composition which draw upon the inter-related 
dimensions I have learnt so far.  
 
I can perform a simple repeated pattern.  
I can perform a simple part rhythmically. 
 
 

I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an 

opinion about the work of a musician. 

I can begin to identify the style of work of Elgar 
and compare their work to previously taught 
composers. 
I can identify and describe the different 
purposes of music. - pitch and timbre.  
I can explain why silence is often needed in 
music and explain what effect it has. 
I can identify the character in a piece of music.  
 
I can create a simple repeated pattern.  
I can identify notation and follow a simple 
rhythm.  
I can use visual notation to record compositions 
in a small group.  etc. 
I can use appropriate notation to demonstrate 
pitch.   
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Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes 
and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems 
and stories with others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move in time with 
music. 
Create their own songs, or improvise a 

song around one they know. 

Listen with concentration and identify 

when pitch is high or low.  

 

Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.  
 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music of 
differing genres. Commenting specifically on the 
pulse, tempo and rhythmic patterns. recognise 
the sound and names of some of the instrument's 
composers use. 
 
 
Using untuned instruments experiment with, 
create, select and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of music - 
pulse/beat/tempo 
 
A performance is sharing music with other 
people, called an audience. 
 
 
 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music of 
differing genres. Commenting specifically on the 
dynamics and structure, recognise the sound and 
names of some of the instrument's composers 
use.  
 
 
Using untuned experiment with, create, select 
and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music - dynamics/structure 
 
Composing is like writing a story with music. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Listen with concentration and understanding to 
a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
of differing genres. Commenting specifically on 
the texture and timbre, recognise the sound 
and names of some of the instrument's 
composers use. 
 
Using tuned instruments experiment with, 
create, select and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of music - pitch 
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Year 2 – Music 

Year 1 - Summer 2021 Year 2 - Autumn 2021  Year 2 - Spring 2022 Year 2 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

What is great about where you live? 
Beegu 

Traditional Tales  
Little Red Hen 

Coast to Coast 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch  

Africa  
The slightly annoying elephant 

 Significant Person 

  Sergei Prokofiev Sea Shanties  African music 

Skills  
Ongoing through daily music- I can ask questions about a piece of music  

I can describe what I can hear and give an opinion about the work of a musician. 

I can listen to various musical styles and identify the inter- related dimensions of music - pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure. 
 

 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

Skills  
 

I can perform a simple part 

rhythmically. 

I can improvise using repeated 

patterns.  

I can use notation to record 
compositions in a small group. 
 

 

I can sing and follow a melody. 
I can explain why it is important to warm up 
my voice.  
I can sing as part of group with multiple parts. 
 
I can discuss how songs can tell a story or 
describe and idea.  
I can begin to identify a musical style/ genre  
I can listen to various musical styles and 
identify the inter- related dimensions of music 
- pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture and structure. 
 
I can compose a piece of music using symbols 
and begin to explore more complex rhythmic 
patterns.  
I can use age-appropriate apps to explore 
musical composition which draw upon the 
inter-related dimensions I have learnt so far. 
  
I can follow a simple musical pattern. 

 I can listen to various musical style and identify the 
inter- related dimensions of music - pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure.  
I can compare musical styles and begin to understand 
historical contexts.  
 
I can create a piece of music in response to different 
starting points/  
I can order sounds to create a beginning, middle and 
end.  
I can talk about the structure and dynamics of my 
composition.  
I can begin to compose as part of a group. 
 I can begin to use note names/ letters when recording 
my composition.  
I can begin to identify notes that sound good together 
or use notes that clash to create and effect. 
 
I can play a tuned instrumental part using simple 
standard notation, crotchet and quaver.  
I can begin to perform as part of a group.  

I can sing as part of group with multiple parts. 
 
I can listen to piece of music and identify the style 
and comment on why the composer has used 
specific musical techniques.  
I can compare music and confidently identify the 
interrelated dimensions of music. - pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and 
structure.  
 
I can improvise using my voice.  
I can improvise using an untuned/ tuned 
instrument.  
I can compose by myself or within a group and 
use a range of musical techniques.  
I can work as a group to explore texture and 
timbre  
I can adapt my composition as well as notations 
during the process.  
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I can keep a steady pulse.  
I can sing or clap increasing and decreasing 
the tempo. 
 
 
I can record my performance and begin to 
comment on my likes and dislikes.  
 
 

 
I can record my performance and offer ways in which I 
could improve my work.  
 

 

I can record my composition using simple 
standard notation. Crotchet, quaver, minim and 
semi breve  
I can perform by myself or within a group. 
I can follow the ques of my group.  
 
I can record my performance and offer ways in 
which I could improve my work. 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music of 
differing genres.  
 
Comment on how music is created.  
 
Use untuned instruments to 
experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music. 
 

Perform songs in unison and know that unison 
means to all sing the same part.  
 
Listen with concentration and understanding 
to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music of differing genres. Commenting 
specifically on the pulse, tempo and rhythmic 
patterns. 
 
Using appropriate technology experiment 
with, create, select and combine sounds using 
the inter-related dimensions of music - 
pulse/beat/tempo 
 
A performance is sharing music with an 
audience.  A performance can be a special 
occasion and involve a class, a year group or a 
whole school.  
 An audience can include your parents and 
friends. 

Perform songs and begin to develop 2 parts and singing 
in a canon.  

 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range 
of high-quality live and recorded music of differing 
genres. Commenting specifically on the dynamics and 
structure. 
 
Using tuned instruments experiment with, create, 
select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music - dynamics/structure 
 
Performing as part of a group and maintaining a steady 
pulse.  
 
Notes to be explored  in composition  C, D, E, F + G 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music of 
differing genres. Commenting specifically on the 
texture and timbre. 
 
Improvisation is making up your own tunes/ 
rhythms on the spot. 
 
Using un tuned/ tuned instruments experiment 
with, create, select and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of music - 
texture/timbre 
 
 
 Notes to be explored  in composition  C, D, E, G,F 
+ A + C 

 


