
GIA Skills and Knowledge Geography Progression 2021/2022 

 

 

On entry - Summer 2021 Nursery - Autumn 2021  Nursery - Spring 2022 Nursery - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

 The 
Colour Monster 

 
Nursery rhymes –  Incy 
Wincy,  Miss Polly, Jack 

and Jill 

All Are Welcome 
 
 

Twinkle Twinkle, 
, Hey Diddle Diddle, 

Humpty Dumpty 

I Love All of Me,  
Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

From Tadpole to Frog 
(Non-fiction) 

 

Farmer Duck 
Old MacDonald 

 

The Little Red Hen 
Oh Dear! 

 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

 I can talk about what I observe 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can identify geographical features. 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

   Explore and respond to different natural 
phenomena in their setting and on trips. 

 Use all their senses in hands on 
exploration of natural materials. 

 Begin to understand the need to respect 
and care for the natural environment and 
all living things. 
 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide 
vocabulary.  

 Draw information from a simple map. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside. 
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Reception – Geography (Understanding the world) 

Nursery - Summer 2021 Reception - Autumn 2021  Reception - Spring 2022 Reception- Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Farmer Duck The Little Red Hen All About Me The Stickman  Owl Babies  Observation and 
Change  

Oliver’s Vegetables  
 

Minibeasts 
What the ladybird 

heard.    

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can identify geographical features. 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can identify geographical features. 

 I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can observe and communicate similarities and 
differences. 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can observe and communicate similarities and 
differences. 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Talk about what they see, using a wide 
vocabulary.  
Draw information from a simple maps. 

 
 
 

 Talk about what they see, using a wide 
vocabulary.  

 Draw information from a simple map. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside. 

 Explore the natural world around them. 

 Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live. 

 Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world around 
them. Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants.  
 

 Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  

 Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons 
and changing states of matter. 
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Year 1 – Geography 

Reception - Summer 2021 Year 1 - Autumn 2021  Year 1 - Spring 2022 Year 1 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Oliver’s Vegetables  What the ladybird 
Heard 

Traditional Tales  What is great about where we live? Seaside  

Jack and the beanstalk/ Cinderella Beegu Billy’s Bucket 

Skills  Skills   
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and answer 
questions about the weather in my home town 

and another place in the UK. I can explain how the 
weather changes throughout the year and name 

the seasons.  

Skills 
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and answer 
questions about the weather in my home town 

and another place in the UK. I can explain how the 
weather changes throughout the year and name 

the seasons. 
 

Skills 
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and answer 
questions about the weather in my home town 
and another place in the UK. I can explain how 
the weather changes throughout the year and 

name the seasons. 
 

I can talk about what I observe 
I can ask questions 
I can observe and communicate similarities 
and differences. 
I can identify geographical features. 
 

 I can explain where I live (town, county, 
country) and tell someone my address. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 I can use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of my school and its grounds 

 I can identify human and physical 
features of the school and its 
surrounding environment 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 I can name the four countries in the 
United Kingdom and locate them on a 
labelled map. 

 I can name some of the main towns and 
cities in the United Kingdom including 
Edinburgh, London, Cardiff, Belfast, 
Leeds, Castleford 
 

  I can explain some of the main 
features that are in hot and cold 
places. 

 I can explain the clothes that I would 
wear in hot and cold places. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 I can use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United Kingdom 
coast line and its seaside towns 

 I can use world maps, atlases and 
globes to say where the hot and cold 
places are.  

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read 
in class.  
 
Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around 
them, including the seasons and changing 
states of matter. 

Human and physical geography 
identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom – ONGOING TAUGHT 
THROUGH DAILY ROUTINES 
 
Place knowledge 
understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of their home town 
 
Human and physical geography 

Human and physical geography 
identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom – ONGOING TAUGHT 
THROUGH DAILY ROUTINES 
 
Locational knowledge 
name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries of the United Kingdom 
 
Place knowledge 

Human and physical geography 
identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom – ONGOING TAUGHT 
THROUGH DAILY ROUTINES 
 
Locational knowledge 
name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 
 
Human and physical geography 
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use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
o key physical features, including:  hill, soil, 

season and weather  
o key human features, including: town, 

factory, house, office and shop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area, their home 
town 
 
Human and physical geography 

o use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to:  

o key physical features, including:  hill, soil, 
season and weather  

o key human features, including: town, 
factory, house, office and shop 

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
o key physical features, including:  hill, 

soil, season and weather  
o key human features, including: town, 

factory, house, office and shop 
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Year 2 – Geography 

Year 1 - Summer 2021 Year 2 - Autumn 2021  Year 2 - Spring 2022 Year 2 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

What is great about where we live? 
Beegu 

Traditional Tales  
Little Red Hen 

Coast to Coast 
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 

Africa  
The slightly annoying elephant 

Skills  
 

Skills   
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and 

answer questions about the weather in my 
home town and another place in the world. I 

can explain how the weather changes 
throughout the year. 

 

Skills 
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and answer 

questions about the weather in my home town and 
another place in the world. I can explain how the 

weather changes throughout the year. 
 

Skills 
Ongoing -I can keep a weather chart and answer 
questions about the weather in my home town 

and another place in the world. I can explain how 
the weather changes throughout the year. 

 

 I can explain some of the 
main features that are in hot 
and cold places. 

 I can explain the clothes that 
I would wear in hot and cold 
places. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 I can use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom coast line 
and its seaside towns 

 I can use world maps, atlases 
and globes to say where the 
hot and cold places are. 

I can say what I like and do not like about the 
place I live in 
I can say what I like and do not like about a 
different place 
I can name a place outside of Europe 
I can name some of the features of an island 
I can describe some of the key features of a 
place from a picture using words like beach, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, valley 
I can recall the names for a village, town and 
city  
I can name the world oceans 
I can name the capital cities of England, 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland 
 

I can say what I like and do not like about the place I 
live in and why 
I can say what I like and do not like about a different 
place and why 
I can describe some physical and human features for a 
place outside of Europe 
I can describe some physical and human of the 
features of an island 
I can describe the key features of a place from a picture 
using words like beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
ocean, valley 
I can explain some of the facilities that a village, town 
and city may need 
I can name the world oceans and begin to locate them 
on a map 
I can name the capital cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland and begin to locate them on a 
map 
 

I can say what I like and do not like about the 
place I live in and how I’d improve something I 
don’t like 
I can say what I like and do not like about a 
different place and how I’d improve something I 
don’t like 
I can describe a place outside of Europe using 
geographical words 
I can describe some of the features of an island 
I can describe the key features of a place from a 
picture and compare them to another using 
words like beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
ocean, valley 
I can explain the facilities that a village, town and 
city may need and give reasons 
I can name the world oceans and locate them on 
a map 
I can name the capital cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland and locate them on a map 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Human and physical geography 
identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom – 

Locational knowledge 

 name the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans 

Locational knowledge 

 name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans when labelled on a map 

Locational knowledge 

 name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans 
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ONGOING TAUGHT THROUGH DAILY 
ROUTINES 
 
Locational knowledge 
name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 
 
Human and physical geography 
use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to:  

o key physical features, 
including:  hill, soil, season 
and weather  

o key human features, 
including: town, factory, 
house, office and shop 

 
 

 
Place knowledge 

 understand human and physical 
geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom that’s not Castleford 

 
Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles – 
ONGOING TAUGHT THROUGH DAILY 
ROUTINES 

 Learn the meaning of basic 
geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

o key physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, valley, vegetation 

o key human features, including: city, 
village, farm, port, harbour and 
shore 

 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) to 
describe the location of features and 
routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map 
 

 
Place knowledge 

 understand human and physical geography of 
a small area of the United Kingdom that’s not 
Castleford, and of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country 

 
Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles – 
ONGOING TAUGHT THROUGH DAILY 
ROUTINES 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
valley, vegetation 

o key human features, including: city, village, 
farm, port, harbour and shore 

 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 Use labelled world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 
as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (North, South, 
East and West) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and 
use basic symbols in a key 
 

Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom that’s not 
Castleford, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 

 identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles – ONGOING 
TAUGHT THROUGH DAILY ROUTINES 

 use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to and compare: 

o key physical features, including: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, valley, vegetation 

o key human features, including: city, 
village, farm, port, harbour and shore 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage 

 use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; 
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devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key 

 


