
GIA Skills and Knowledge Art Progression 2021/2022 

 

 

 

On entry - Summer 2021 Nursery - Autumn 2021  Nursery - Spring 2022 Nursery - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

 The 

Colour Monster 

 

Nursery rhymes –  Incy 

Wincy,  Miss Polly, Jack 

and Jill   

All Are Welcome 

 

 

Twinkle Twinkle, 

, Hey Diddle Diddle, 

Humpty Dumpty 

 

I Love All of Me,  

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

From Tadpole to Frog 

(Non-fiction) 

 

Farmer Duck 
 Old MacDonald,  

The Little Red Hen 
Oh, Dear 

 

 Jackson Pollock kandinsky Piet Mondrian 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

 I can talk about my ideas 
I can hold mark making tools 
I can give meaning to the marks that I make 
I can mix colours 

I can hold mark making tools with increasing 
control 
I can draw straight and curved lines. 
I can give meaning to the marks that I make 
I can talk about feelings and emotions 

I can hold mark making tools with increasing 
control 
I can draw a detailed drawing using straight and 
curved lines that represent shapes and objects.  
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

 Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or 
loud noises. 
Express ideas and feelings through making marks, 
and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they 
make.  
Explore colour and colour mixing. 
 
 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
Show different emotions in their drawings and 
paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc 
 
 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such 
as representing a face with a circle and including 
details. 

 



GIA Skills and Knowledge Art Progression 2021/2022 

Reception – Art  

Nursery - Summer 2021 Reception - Autumn 2021  Reception - Spring 2022 Reception- Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Farmer Duck 
 

The Little Red Hen All About Me The Stickman  Owl Babies  Observation and 
Change  

Minibeasts     
What the lady bird 

heard. 
 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

Significant person 

 Frieda Kahlo Van Gogh                           
Matisse 

 
Arcimboldo 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

I can hold mark making tools with increasing 
control 
I can draw straight and curved lines. 
I can give meaning to the marks that I make. 
I can draw a detailed drawing using straight and 
curved lines that represent shapes and objects. 
 
 

I can hold mark making tools with increasing 
control 
I can draw a detailed drawing using straight 
and curved lines that represent shapes and 
objects.  
I can colour mix and talk about what colours 
I have used.  
 

 I can use tools safely 
I can select effective tools 
I can choose techniques and apply them.  
 
 

I can use tools safely 
I can select effective tools 
I can choose techniques and apply them 
confidently. 
I can talk about my work and justify my choices.  
 
 

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

 
Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle and including 
details. 
 

 
 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, 
such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details. 
 
Return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them. 
 
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  
 

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function. 
 
Share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used. 
 
 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 
effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
 
Share their creations, explaining the process 
they have used. 
 
I can begin to make suggestions of how to 
improve my  own work.  

 

 



GIA Skills and Knowledge Art Progression 2021/2022 

Year 1 – Art 

Reception - Summer 2021 Year 1 - Autumn 2021  Year 1 - Spring 2022 Year 1 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text 

Oliver’s Vegetables  What the Ladybird Heard  Traditional Tales  
Jack and the Beanstalk 

 

What is great about where we live? 
Beegu 

 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside. 
Billy’s bucket 

 

Significant person 

Matisse  Monet  Walt Disney  Henry Moore  Barbara Hepworth Lowry O’Keefe 

Skills  Skills   Skills Skills 

I can describe what I see. 
I can ask questions about a piece of art. 
I can communicate how the art makes me feel.  
I can think of my own ideas.  
I can select tools and materials to create my own 
art. 
I can use materials to create a collage.  
I can describe my learning and explain my choices.  
I can mix primary and secondary colours.  
 

I can ask questions about a piece of art.  
I can describe what I can see and give an 
opinion about the work of an artist.  
I can talk about how pieces of art are 
created. 
  
I can name primary and secondary colours.  
I can create a repeating pattern in paint.  
I can use pencils to create lines of different 
thickness in drawings.  

I can ask questions about a piece of art.  
I can describe what I can see and give an opinion 
about the work of an artist. 
I can talk about how pieces of art are created. 
 
I can explore the texture of clay. 
I can mould and manipulate clay.  
I can cut, roll and coil materials. 
I can use clay resources effectively.  

I can ask questions about a piece of art.  
I can describe what I can see and give an 
opinion about the work of an artist.  
I can talk about how pieces of art are created. 
 
I can show how people feel in paintings and 
drawings.  
I can create moods in art work.  
I can use IT to create a picture.  

Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and feelings. 
 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 

and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 

texture, form and function. 

Share their creations, explaining the process they 

have used. 

Talk about the work of an artist.  

 

Use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products. 
 
Develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern space, 
texture, line . 
 
Talk about the work of an artist, craft maker 
or designer, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own 
work.  
 
 

Use a range of materials creatively to design and 
make products. 
 
Talk about the work of an artist, craft maker or 
designer, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
  
to use sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination. 
Develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using space, form and shape.  
   

 

 Use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products. 
 
Use drawing and painting to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and imagination. 
 
Develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, line and space. 
 
Talk about the work of an artist, craft maker or 
designer, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to their own work.  
 



GIA Skills and Knowledge Art Progression 2021/2022 

 

Year 2– Art 

Year 1 - Summer 2021 Year 2 - Autumn 2021  Year 2 – Spring 2021 Year 2 - Summer 2022 

Key Theme/ Text Key Theme/Text Key Theme/Text  Key Theme/Text 

What is great about where we live? 
Beegu 

Traditional Tales  
Little Red Hen 

Coast to Coast 

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 

Africa  
The slightly annoying elephant 

  

  Bethan Woollvin Hokusai Tinga Tinga  

Skills  Skills    Skills 

 I can describe what I can see 
and give an opinion about 
the work of an artist. 

 I can explore the texture of 
clay. 

 I can mould and manipulate 
clay.  

 I can cut, roll and coil 
materials. 

 I can use clay resources 
effectively. 

 
 
 
 
 

I can ask questions about a piece of art.  
I can describe a piece of art. 
I can suggest how artists have used colour, 

pattern, line, shape, form and space.  

I can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific 

part of an artefact & illustration before 

drawing it. 

I can comment on how a piece of art is 

created by commenting on line, shape and 

colour. 

 

I can mix primary colours to make secondary 
and use a colour chart to develop vocabulary.  
I can choose and use 3 different grades of 
pencil when drawing.  
I can use charcoal, pencil and pastel.   
 
I can create a piece of art in response to 
another artist.   
 
 

 

I can ask questions about a piece of art.  
I can describe a piece of art. 
I can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of an 
artefact & illustration. 
I can comment on how a piece of art is created 
commenting on the foreground, texture etc.   
I can begin to understand the historical and cultural 
development in regards to an artist's work.  
 
I can mix primary colours to make secondary and use a 
colour chart to develop vocabulary. 
I can make colours lighter and darker by using white 
and black paint. Tints and tones.  
 I can create texture through layering of paint.  
 
I can use different effects within an IT paint package. 
I can create a piece of art in response to another artist. 
I can evaluate my own art work.  
 
 
 

I can ask questions about pieces of art.   
 I can describe a piece of art. 
I can research designs and patterns.   
I can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of 
an artefact.   
I can comment on how a piece of art is created, 
commenting on shape, colour and line.  
I can talk about and discuss historical and cultural 
similarities and differences between art and artists.  
 
I can use ink/paint to print patterns onto fabric. 
I can print by using rolling, stamping, pressing and 
rubbing.  
I can create tints and tones, and use the vocabulary 
of, primary and secondary colours.  
 
I can mould, manipulate and join clay.   
I can join two clay items together.  
 
I can justify my choices.   
I can use different effects within an IT paint 
package. 
I can evaluate a piece of art and make it even 
better. 
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Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge Knowledge 

Talk about the work of an artist, craft 
maker or designer, describing the 
differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, 
and making links to their own work.  
Develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using shape, 
form and space. 

 

Use a range of materials creatively to design 

and make products. 

 

Use drawing and painting to develop and 

share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination.  

 

Develop a wide range of art and design 

techniques in using, line, shape, and space. 

 

Talk about the work of a range of artists, craft 

makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different 

practices and making links to their own work. 

 
 
 

Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, 

and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

 

Use a range of materials creatively to design and make 

products. 

 

Use drawing and painting to develop and share their 

ideas, experiences and imagination. 

Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 

using colour and space 

 

Talk about the work of a range of artists, craft makers 

and designers, describing the differences and 

similarities between different practices and disciplines, 

and making links to their own work. 

  

  

 

know about great artists, craft makers and 

designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms. 

 

Use a range of materials creatively to design and 

make products. 

 

Use painting and sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and imagination 

Develop a wide range of art and design techniques 

in using colour, pattern, shape and form. 

 

Talk about the work of a range of artists, craft 

makers and designers, describing the differences 

and similarities between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

  

 

 


