
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It is with delight that I am writing to inform you that school will re-open in September 2020 for all year 

groups. Following my delight, I will now apologise for the length of the letter, sharing the information on 

how we are going to ensure children are accessing a broad and balanced curriculum along with maintaining 

the high standards of safety and cleanliness that we have put in place. 

I am sure you will appreciate that there are going to have to be a few tweaks and changes to our usual 

normal to make what will become very quickly our new normal.  

 

Bubbles 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy, we will be continuing to work in year groups and a year group will be a 

bubble.  

Arrival at school 

The arrival to school will be staggered to ensure that we have as few members of our school community as 

possible coming to the site at one time. This is to keep you, your children, staff and members of the 

community safe. It is vitally important that you arrive only for the time slot that you are given. We MUST 

AVOID a gathering of parents and children on the school site and surrounding pathways. 

Year group  Gate  Time to arrive Time in to class (gates locked) 

Reception Reception gate (near the 
turning circle) in to the 
reception playground 

8:45am 8:50am  

Nursery Nursery gate (into the 
nursery playground) 

Morning session - 9am 
Afternoon session – 12:25pm 

Morning session – 9:05am 
Afternoon session – 12:30pm 

Year 1 Year 1 gate (the gate 
through the alleyway) in 
to the main playground  

9am 9:05am  

Year 2 Year 2 gate (that leads to 
school from Ferrybridge 
Road) in to the main 
playground 

8:45am 8:50am 

On the playground there will be coloured cones for your child to stand next to and each class will be given 

a colour. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Main Playground 

Class Coloured cone  

Year 1 Mrs Wilson  Blue 

Year 1 Mrs Ellis White 

Year 2 Mrs Fox Red 

Year 2 Miss Swain  Yellow 

 

 

Reception Playground 

Class Coloured cone  

Reception Mrs 
Hepworth  

Blue 

Reception Mrs 
Harley 

Yellow 

 

 



The class teacher will be there to meet you and your child. Time to say goodbyes at the cones and then the 

gates will be locked and children will then enter school with their class teacher. At each classroom door 

there is a hand sanitising station where children will sanitise before going in the classroom to their place. 

Once they are in the classroom they will begin their morning task and wash hands with soap water.  

This system will allow children to enter safely and quickly, and avoid gatherings on the playground or at the 

gates.  

Learning environment 

Once children have washed their hands children in nursery and reception will register and begin their 

learning. Children will learn in provision areas, indoors and outdoors to support their learning in all areas of 

learning.  

Once children have washed their hands in years 1 and 2, children will be sat in their seating place at table 

of 6 children, in a horse-shoe shape.  

All children will have their own pencil case containing items of stationary that they will need to use to 

support their learning. Resources children may need to use to support their learning will be available and 

sanitised between bubbles.  

Desks and chairs will be sanitised throughout the day, at playtime, lunchtime and at the end of the day.  

Playtime 

As said above, children will remain in their social bubble for playtime. Children will wash their hands before 

they go out to play. Playtimes across school will be staggered so that the children who they are learning 

with, will be the children they are playing with. Our focus is on keeping children safe and preventing the 

mixing of children to further minimise the risk. Children will take part in games and activities led by staff to 

support them to social distance.  

Children will sanitise and their hands on the return to the classroom, followed by washing once all children 

are seated.  

Lunchtime  

Children will order their lunch on arrival at school using the menu or bring their packed lunch to school in a 

clearly named lunch bag. Children in reception will eat their lunch in the hall, all other year groups will eat 

their lunch in the classrooms.  The tables and chairs will be sanitised before and after lunch and children 

will wash their hands before eating. After eating their lunch, children will wash their hands before going 

out to play on the playground. As said before, this will be with their social bubble. Children will take part in 

games and activities led by staff to support them to social distance. 

As children re-enter the classroom, they will sanitise and wash their hands again before starting their 

learning for the afternoon.  

Afternoon learning 

Children will continue their learning in the afternoon with a focus on all areas of the curriculum. Children 

will take part in physical exercise for some of the time they are in school. They will not need a change of 

clothes or shoes for this. 

End of the day 

The end of the day will be staggered, as the arrival, to avoid large numbers of our community coming to 

site. Again, you will enter and exit by the named gate. Children will be lined up on the playground at a 



coloured cone with their class teacher. We ask for your patience and co-operation in this to ensure that it 

is as smooth and as quick as possible to allow the next group of parents on site to collect. As I said 

previously, this is not a place to gather, it is about arriving on time, collecting your child and then exiting 

safely and quickly. Please do not arrive early or be late to collect.  

 

Year group  Gate  Time to arrive Gates locked at the end of the 
day 

Reception Reception gate (near the 
turning circle) in to the 
reception playground 

3pm 3:05pm 

Nursery Nursery gate (into the 
nursery playground) 

Morning session – 11:50am 
Afternoon session – 3:15pm  

Morning session – 11:55am 
Afternoon session – 3:20pm  

Year 1 Year 1 gate (the gate 
through the alleyway) in 
to the main playground  

3:15pm 3:20pm  

Year 2 Year 2 gate (that leads to 
school from Ferrybridge 
Road) in to the main 
playground 

3pm 3:05pm 

 

Uniform 

For children in full time school, we ask that children are in our full school uniform. For children in nursery, 

we do not expect uniform, however do understand that a high number of families choose to wear uniform. 

Uniform must be clean. We ask that children come to school in a pair of suitable shoes that they can 

complete PE learning in also. Children will NOT need indoor shoes.  

It is vital that as we create a new normal that ALL items of clothing MUST be named. We will not be able to 

return any items of clothing that are not named. If children take their cardigans or jumpers off, they will be 

stored in their drawer. 

Items from home 

To minimise the risk of transmission we ask the only items brought to school are a freshly filled water 

bottle, packed lunch box (if not having a free school lunch) and a small book bag that can fit in your child’s 

draw.  They will not need any other items from home. Please do not bring rucksacks or large bags as we do 

not have space to store these 

Reading books will be sent home from week 2 in a zipped bag. Please return the books in the bag provided 

on a Thursday.  

 

Walk, bike or scoot 

As the government is requesting, to reduce the use of public transport if you can, please walk, bike or 

scoot with your child to school. Scooters or bikes can be stored in the pods on the playground.  

 

Attendance  

The guidance from the government is very clear that from September 2020 attendance will be mandatory, 

meaning that all children are expected to be in school every day, unless they are ill. Our normal attendance 



expectations will apply of letting school know if your child is ill. If we don’t hear from you we will be in 

touch as part of our safeguarding procedures. It is vital we are aware if children are ill as we may have 

further procedures we need to follow to keep other children and staff safe. 

Testing 

The symptoms possibly related to Coronavirus are outline below: 

• A temperature 

• A new continuous cough 

• Loss of smell or taste 

If children in school display any of the above symptoms, we will call and ask them to collected.  

Any children who are absent from school with any of the above symptoms will be asked to contact NHS for 

a testing kit and inform school immediately of the results.  

If the test results are positive, your child MUST self isolate for 7 days from the start of the symptoms and 

all other members of your household for 14 days. If their temperature remains high they should continue 

to self isolate until their temperature returns to normal. The children and staff who have also been in the 

same bubble at school will also be asked to self isolate for 14 days.  

If the test results are negative, your child can return to school once they are well and no longer have 

symptoms similar to coronavirus. 

 

Parental Agreement 

We are asking for your support when children return to school by completing a parental agreement form. 

This is not only to keep you and your child safe but also the other children within the social bubble and 

staff within school.  

 

Childminders 

To support the safe drop off and collection of children from childminders we are creating a childminder 

drop off and collection zone. This will reduce the time that childminders are on the school site and reduce 

the number of bubbles they need to visit, therefore mitigating the risk for all. If your child is brought to 

school or collected by a childminder the zone will be just outside the main entrance. A member of school 

staff will be there to meet and greet and ensure children are safely transitioned between settings.  

 

Information to support returning to school 

Many of you have attended the story sessions we held for children in full time school and it was so lovely 

to see the children again. We have also created some short videos to help you understand the learning and 

expectations as your child starts their new school year. Below I have included a link to our school website 

where you will find some year group videos.  

 

http://www.glasshoughtoninfant.com/parents/pages/transition.aspx 

 

http://www.glasshoughtoninfant.com/parents/pages/transition.aspx


Class names from September  

Nursery is Mick Inkpen and Mrs Hutchinson is the class teacher.  

Mrs Hepworth’s class in reception is called Giles Andreae 

Mrs Harley’s class in reception is called Tom Percival 

Mrs Wilson’s class in Year 1 is called Jill Murphy 

Mrs Ellis’s class in Year 1 is called Julia Donaldson 

Mrs Fox’s class in Year 2 is called David Walliams 

Miss Swain’s class in Year 2 is called Roald Dahl 

Communication  

As school went in to lockdown on March 20th, we quickly adapted our means of communication to parents 

to electronic systems. In September we will continue to use electronic systems as our means of 

communicating with parents, reducing the amount of paper being used and also to make it more efficient 

in the office.  

For all children in school we will use: 

• Class Dojo – for parents of children in nursery and reception, you will receive log on details for this 

on your first day in September.  

• Ourschoolsapp – download from AppStore/ GooglePlay store and follow instructions.  

• Parentmail - for parents of children in nursery and reception, you will receive log on details for this 

on your first day in September.  

For children in nursery and reception you will also have a log on to Tapestry to contribute to your child’s 

learning journey.  

 

Breakfast and After School Club 

Following the responses from the survey we have enough children to still offer breakfast and after school 

club to children from September. Children will remain in their year group bubbles. For children who will be 

in year 1 and year 2 in September, you can book on Parentpay from the end of August. For children in 

reception in September, breakfast and after school club will be available from 10th September and you will 

be able to book from the first day your child visits when you receive your log on details for Parentpay.  

 

Once again, I apologise for the length of the letter and the amount of information to share with you. I hope 

it answers any questions you may have had and we are so looking forward to welcoming you all back in 

September.  

 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

Kindest regards 

Mrs Anna Walker  



 

 


