
 
 

 

 

 

Glasshoughton Infant Academy 

Remote Learning Information for Parents 

 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what 
to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to 
remain at home.   

 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, 
while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being 
sent home? 
 

Parents will receive an email detailing the provision that is available for all year groups using the weekly 
timetable that has specific links on for all subject areas for a school day. Links will take parents to Microsoft 
Sways created by the class teacher, video clips from Glasshoughton Infant Academy YouTube Channel, BBC 
Bitesize clips, Doodle, physical exercise, Bug Club, TT Rockstars and Numbots. Class Dojo, used consistently 
throughout school, will be used for parents to upload children’s work to receive individual feedback and 
further challenges.  

 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as 
they would if they were in school? 
 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school. Children will continue their learning where 
they left off in school and will also continue from their weekly timetable on their return to school, 
following the carefully planned, progressive learning sequences.  

 

 



 
 
Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils 
broadly the following number of hours each day: 

EYFS (Reception and Nursery) 

 

 

A suggested timetable for the day is 
posted by staff, which will mirror the 
timetable in school. The parent should 
decide how much of this is appropriate 
for the child in a given day, but also bear 
in mind that this is what they would be 
expected to do in a ‘normal’ day at 
school. 

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) Children at KS1 are expected to do 
around 3 hours learning a day and this is 
what the class teachers plan for. 
However, we appreciate that home 
learning is very different from learning in 
school and that parents should carry out 
the learning in a way which works best 
for them as a family. Many parents work 
themselves during the day and therefore 
the home timetable needs to be flexible 
enough to adapt to the needs of ALL 
members of the family. 

 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

Children across school will access the remote learning through Class Dojo and work is also sent via email.  

All families are familiar with Class Dojo and it enables teachers and parents to talk individually to one 
another and provide bespoke personalised feedback to all children. Families have their own individual log 
in, ensuring privacy and individual feedback for their child. All class teachers will be responsible for 
ensuring that any family not engaging with the learning is contacted so that support can be offered where 
it is needed. 

Families who cannot engage because they do not have access to the necessary IT equipment will be 
offered a school device to use if available. Parents who do not have internet access will be supported and 
where possible a short term data package will be provided for them. Daily, teachers complete a register of 
who they have received learning from and which programme/ learning tools children are accessing. This 



 
 
informs discussions with SLT and class teachers so that they are aware of families who are struggling either 
with home learning or in other ways and where support from school is needed.  

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote 
education? 
 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following 
approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 We will loan school iPads to families who do not have access (parents complete a Loan Agreement 
Form on collection of the device) 

 iPad can be tethered to mobile phones if there is not a Wi-Fi connection in the home. The Head 
teacher is able to apply for additional mobile data for individuals if requested. 

 On request school will provide pupils with access to printed materials needed if they do not have 
any other means to access it online. 

 Work can be submitted to teachers via photos, videos, and notes or sent to the office if they do not 
have online access. (Family mentor will work with families to engage in accessing Class Dojo to 
support communication between school – home) 

 

How will my child be taught remotely? 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils 
remotely: 

 A weekly timetable sent to access Microsoft Sways created by the teachers at Glasshoughton Infant 
Academy. These contain a variety of pre-recorded modelling by the teachers where children are 
supported to access their learning.  

 All Microsoft Sways follow our structure of teaching and learning where children are aware of the 
learning intention, given opportunities for retrieval practice through ‘Speak like an expert’, 
modelling of the teaching, key vocabulary that children will be taught, sticky knowledge and an 
opportunity for children to apply their leaning. At the bottom of each sway, children and parents 
are directed to upload their learning to their Class Dojo account to receive individual, personalised 
feedback.  

 Doodle English and Doodle Maths are used in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 as an external app for 
children to log on to complete daily tasks set by the teacher, and also a chance for retrieval practice 
through 5 a day. There are time slots on the timetable sent to parents along with the link. This is 
checked by the class teacher daily to ensure children are progressing at least as expected.  

 Numbots is used in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to support children’s mathematical fluency 
development. TT Rockstars is used in Year 2 to develop times table fluency. There are time slots on 
the timetable sent to parents along with the link. 

 For reading, children access Bug Club through Active Learn. Children are allocated reading books 
linked to their book band and phonic phase. Books are allocated in bundles of 10, 2 per day. 
Children are expected to complete the comprehension questions, ‘bugs’, throughout the text, 
providing reading information to the class teacher to support effective assessment and assignment 
of new reading books each week.  



 
 

 Each day starts with a link to physical exercise, this is a combination of Joe Wicks Live PE and Yoga. 
Children have a timetabled slot to complete daily mile and are encouraged in this time to be 
outdoors. A PE lesson a week is timetabled and shared with parents. As this is more practical, this is 
done at the bottom of the timetable, rather than using Microsoft Sway.  

 Each day ends with a story, recorded by staff and a link on the timetable to a YouTube video on 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy channel. Children will see a range of staff during story time, not just 
their class teacher, so that they are secure in their wellbeing of all staff are still available at school.  

 Teaching staff send a video message to their class on Class Dojo each morning and afternoon. This 
supports in setting the expectation for the day, clearing any misconceptions that may have been 
noticed and ensuring children are aware of the learning expectations. At the end of the day it is a 
time to celebrate the learning that has been shared and to also prepare children for the following 
day.  

 Daily wellbeing activities, a different one for each day. We recognise for children and parents 
remote learning can sometimes be a challenge. We wanted to support families to spend a short 
time each day reflecting on something positive:  

 Motivational Monday - think about the day/week ahead. What do we want to learn/achieve?   
 Time out Tuesday - take ten minutes to think about your day. Would you change anything? Would 

you do anything differently ... what did you learn? 
 Wellbeing Wednesday- spend ten minutes doing something for you. Something that makes you 

happy. Reading, sitting quietly.  
 Thankful Thursday - think about something you are thankful for. Say thank you to somebody.  
 Fitness Friday - healthy body healthy minds. Ten minutes of exercise. Preferably outdoor in the 

fresh air.  
 Daily music is included within the time table to ensure your child is exposed to wide range of 

musical genres and styles of music. Age-appropriate questions will be provided as part of their time 
table as well as, subject specific vocabulary to facilitate discussion around the piece of music they 
are listening to.  

 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers 
should provide at home? 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we appreciate this is a challenging time, especially as parents and carers 
may be expected to work from home or have a number of children to support. There is an expectation that 
parents and carers support and set routines for completing the learning timetable. We have high 
expectations for maintaining concentration and motivation and will continue to do the very best to engage 
our home learners. The timetable will support parents with creating a structure if they need it, but will also 
allow flexibility for work to be completed at a different time if required.  

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are 
concerns? 

At the end of each day teachers complete a register of who they have received learning from and which 
programme/ learning tools children are accessing and engaging with. This informs discussions with SLT and 
class teachers so that they are aware of families who are struggling either with home learning or in other 



 
 
ways and where support from school is needed. Support from SLT and the family mentor is then put in to 
place to discuss any concerns with parents and carers and ensure ALL children are accessing learning.  

Teachers will be making fortnightly telephone calls to children and families to ensure they are all ok and to 
offer guidance and support if needed. If support is needed before this time, parents and carers, and 
teachers, can use Class Dojo to communicate. 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Children will receive individual feedback and next steps to the learning that is uploaded to Class Dojo on a 
daily basis. This will be done on the same school day and in a timely manner, around face to face teaching 
commitments.  

Teachers will also celebrate some of the learning at the end of the day on their videos to children posted 
on Class Dojo story.  

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to 
access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We 
acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to 
support those pupils in the following ways: 

 Children with an EHCP will be invited in to school  
 Where children receive bespoke planning and interventions in school, these will be allocated on a 

personalised timetable for children, sent via email. 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how 
remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the 
challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

The weekly timetable will be sent home via email for parents and carers to access.  

 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from 
the approaches described above?  
 

Individual children self isolating are taught a planned and well-sequenced curriculum with meaningful 
ambitious work each day across all curriculum areas, to mirror, as much as possible, the learning the rest of 
the peer group are receiving. The weekly timetable will be sent home via email for parents and carers to 
access.  

 

 


