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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 



Intent: 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim to strongly support the personal, social, emotional, spiritual, moral and 

cultural development of every child. We believe that all children deserve the best. We strive to create a safe and 

secure learning environment where children feel welcome and valued. PSHE underpins all successful learning and is 

fundamental to developing happy, confident, and resilient learners.   

It is our intention that children attending Glasshoughton Infant Academy have access to as many wonderful 

opportunities as possible in the classroom and beyond. The children will access these learning opportunities through 

a carefully planned and developmentally progressive curriculum where they will absorb ‘sticky knowledge’ and learn 

to ‘speak like an expert’.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide a curriculum which enables children to develop a love of life and 
learning. We believe that everybody deserves the best and that everybody deserves respect.  

Our intention is to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND and disadvantaged pupils by offering a 
personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports and challenges all. Online learning is also 
available. Resilience and a growth mind set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. We are 
inspired for all learners to exceed their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their 
families, in their communities as well as in the wider world ensuring that they become ambitious lifelong learners. 

We recognise that quality first teaching, across the curriculum, is essential to the development of happy, 
resilient lifelong learners. Our aim is that we prepare the children for life in school and outside of the academy; 
that we provide them with the knowledge and empower them to be the best that they can be as a responsible 
citizen in the wider world.  
 
The PSHE curriculum will be updated throughout the year as we prepare for the new PSHE Curriculum which 
should be embedded by summer 2021. PSHE will be taught according to the new statutory government 
guidance.  Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex education and Health Education. DFE 2019.  
 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy have agreed to be an early adopter for the statutory guidance and are 
currently awaiting further details on CPD and training opportunities so that we can further develop our 
existing ambitious curriculum to include the new topics and themes ahead of September 2020 launch. 
Research is already underway into the new curriculum development. All stakeholders including parents and 
carers will be consulted on the new curriculum programme and policy . Opportunities for discussion will be 
available ahead of implementation.  
 

Implementation: 

Teaching PSHE in School  
We currently follow the ‘You, Me and PHSE’ model. This is planned and taught weekly. Incidental PSHE learning 
also takes place when the need arises. All staff recognise that PSHE is fundamental to positive learning 
experiences and strive to create a safe and secure learning environment for all children including our 
disadvantaged children and those with SEND.   
 
All teachers have secure knowledge of the teacher toolkit and understand the significance of these teaching 
strategies. Consistency is key when embedding knowledge and this is fully considered when teachers plan the ir 
coherent and sequenced lessons which aim to develop cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning 
and employment.  
 
When planning teachers build in opportunities for: 
  
Spacing – timed gaps in between teaching of the same topic. Children have time to absorb what they have heard 
and hold it in their long-term memory.  
Interleaving – another lesson is taught making reference to prior learning.  Making cross curricular links in our 
learning has enabled our children to use and apply their knowledge in different contexts.  



Retrieval – opportunities to find out what the children know and what has been embedded in the long-term 
memory. Regular quizzes are an exciting part of our week the children look forward to sharing the knowledge 
that they have acquired. 
 
Writing across the curriculum- opportunities are planned for children to develop and master their 
communication skills across all areas of the curriculum. Children have the opportunity to perform, sing, present 
and record their learning. Children are encouraged to explain and articulate  their learning using accurate 
vocabulary and terminology.   
 
Sequences of learning – children build upon previous learning in order to access new knowledge and skills, retrieving 
learning and applying it in different contexts. Sequences of learning apply to all areas of the curriculum.  
 
Developmental progressive curriculum - this engages children in authentic learning experiences that reflect the 
individual needs of all children, including disadvantaged and pupil premium, ensuring no child is left behind and that 
all children are challenged.  
 
Speak like an Expert – this term has been adopted across the curriculum by all learners. Children are expected to 
retrieve knowledge that has been previously taught as a strategy to support them to move learning from the short 
term to the long-term memory. 
 
Sticky Knowledge - is the knowledge we would like the children to retain. This knowledge is key. It ensures lessons are 
learning focused, with an emphasis on the development of children’s vocabulary. This allows children to confidently 
communicate their learning as a Scientist, Historian, Artist, etc. 
 
CPA – Concrete, pictorial and abstract.  
This method of teaching is particularly important to us at Glasshoughton Infant Academy as it enables our 
children to make links to their own lives and their personal experiences.  We fully appreciate that creating 
memorable learning experiences fosters a much deeper level of learning and understanding. It is crucial that we 
provide frequent hands on learning experiences for all of our learners including the disadvantaged and those 
with SEND.  
 
Imitate, innovate and invent.  
This strategy is used across the curriculum by all teachers. This concept immediately empowers the children as 
they recognise the pattern that their learning journey will take. It is familiar and comforting  as they know what 
is going to happen next. It develops consistency within lessons and builds confidence in all learners.  
Remote learning offer 
This has been carefully planned to ensure that our online learning offer is accessible and available For ALL 
children so that everyone receives the fullest teaching and learning opportunities. These have been designed 
to reflect the lessons being taught in class. This enables all children to have full access to learning 
opportunities from home or school further ensuring that no child is left behind. Feedback and next steps for 
learning will be clearly communicated. Our online learning opportunities also include  a range of stories and 
videos which allow children to engage fully with the staff team at school. The children understand that whilst 
they are learning at home they are still very much a part of their class and our GIA community.  
 
Trips, visitors and workshops.  
Each year group takes part in a school trip every year, this is not including the annual visit to the Christmas 
pantomime. Children explore the local environment regularly and where appropriate workshops are planned to 
enhance learning, this enables visitors to bring the learning to the children.  
 
The Nine Protected Characteristics 
The nine protected characteristics, race, religion, gender, sex, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marriage, age and 

disability, are embedded in the PSHE curriculum. Learning is further enhanced through the use of story and 

experiences linked to many different festivals and celebrations. The PSHE and RE curriculum closely aligned to 

support a clear understanding of the nine protected characteristics   

 



All of these teaching strategies are a primary focus for all teachers when planning and developing a series of 
coherent lessons for all learners within their long-term planning, medium term planning and weekly planning.  
 
Current PSHE Curriculum   
 

The current PSED curriculum in EYFS includes the following statements. 

 
 
Opportunities for learning and development are provided and supported in a multitude of ways. This is 
through planned adult led, provision but also embedded into everyday practice. The children learn and 
develop their social and emotional at every moment of every day. This is a prime area of learning which 
underpins the building blocks that creates independent, successful and resilient learners.  
 

The current KS1 PSHE curriculum includes the following topics and themes:  
 Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn 1 Physical health  
and wellbeing 

Fun times 

Physical health  
and wellbeing 

What keeps me healthy? 

Autumn 2 Keeping safe and 
managing risk 

Feeling safe 

Mental health and emotional wellbeing 

Friendship 

Spring 1 Identity, society and equality 

Me and others 

Sex and relationship education 

Boys and girls, families 

Spring 2 Drug, alcohol and tobacco education Sex and relationship education 



What do we put into and on 
to bodies?  

Boys and girls, families 

Summer 1 Mental health and emotional wellbeing 

Feelings 

Keeping safe and managing risk 

Indoors and outdoors 

 

Summer 2 Careers, financial capability and 
economic wellbeing 

My money 

Drug, alcohol and tobacco 
education 

Medicines and me 

 
PSHE lessons are planned and taught weekly, they include regular circle times and opportunities to discuss the 
children’s thoughts and feelings as well as following this scheme. Incidental discussions and circle times are 
also encouraged to discuss everyday situations as they arise. Opportunities to work individually, in pairs and 
collaboratively are embedded across the curriculum.  
 
Circle Time  
We have regular circle times in all classes as per the Jenny Mosely model. Children understand the rules and 

expectations of the session and enjoy a chance to talk freely in a safe and secure environment about general 

topics/situations that impact their feelings. No names should be disclosed during this time.  At GIA we have adopted 

a whole school focus on mental health and wellbeing and encourage the children to talk freely and honestly about 

their feelings and emotions.  On arrival at school each day the children select their name token and drop it in the 

corresponding feelings jar. Staff can clearly see how everyone is feeling and can talk to the children that may not be 

feeling very positive. This activity takes place privately and it means the children can alert the teacher to their 

feelings without approaching them directly. This activity is based on the Anna Llenas book – The Colour Monster.   

 

Clubs  
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim to provide as many opportunities as possible for all of our learners. 
This includes access to a wide range of extra curricula activities. This includes sports clubs run by o utside 
agencies as well as clubs run by teachers during and after the school day. We have considered the needs of all 
learners including the disadvantaged and those with SEND.  Monitoring is in place to review the success of the 
clubs and the attendance. It is our aim that all children access one club throughout the year. We will have regular 
discussions and use pupil voice for feedback. 
 
Physical activity and Mental wellbeing  
Mental wellbeing is detailed in the new Health Education Curriculum. It signifies the importance of physical 
activity on mental wellbeing. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we recognise the importance of exercise and 
have incorporated the ‘Daily Mile’ into our timetable three times a week. This is outside of the regular two  hours 
of PE, playtimes and lunchtimes. On the days we do not have the ‘Daily Mile’ indoor exercise activities have 
been organised. These can be at any time throughout the day when the teacher recognises, through assessment 
for learning, that exercise is needed to boost morale and maximise the quality of learning interactions. The 
introduction of energizers and calmers also supports positive mental wellbeing.  
 

Learning Environment  

Classrooms are designed to be warm and inviting and a safe place for the children. Classroom displays support 

learning consistently throughout school and incorporate SMSC, Great British Values and Picture News alongside 

evidence of RE topics. These displays are used to encourage children to reflect on their own ideas, beliefs and values 

and those of others regarding religious and world issues.  

 

Twelve Steps to implement for Outstanding Learning  



All teachers are fully aware of the high expectations that we have of the children and ourselves. Our teaching at 
Glasshoughton starts with outstanding planning, lessons include various ways of modelling, high levels of 
engagement and clear learning focuses. Assessment for learning is continuous with thoughtful questioning and valid 
discussions. Each delivered in a timely manner to address any misconceptions and challenge and extend all learners. 
All of this assessment feeds into our differentiation which is crucial when meeting the learning needs of all of our 
children including the disadvantaged, SEND and more able.  
 
Working with parents  
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we fully understand the important role that all adults have in a child’s life. We 
pride ourselves on positive, respectful relationships with parents, carers and families and their children. We have a 
shared interest to work together to provide the best for their child/ren. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy all staff, 
including senior leaders greet the children in the playground, every single morning. We are all available for parents 
and carers to speak to. When the children enter the class, they are able to choose from a selection of greetings (that 
as a class they designed) and indicate how they are feeling.  
 
We have regular ‘stay and learn’ sessions where families are invited to come into school and celebrate learning. We 
also invite parents into class to watch us teach and see how the children learn using the strategies discussed 
previously. This allows the parents/carers to have a deeper understanding of the way in which we teach their 
children. 
  
We truly understand that communication is fundamental to relationships we build with parents. We are also 
available online and remotely through platforms such as Class Dojo and Tapestry. By using Tapestry the parents can 
upload evidence of their children’s learning at home where they will receive praise and feedback for next steps.  
Class Dojo is a communication tool whereby parents can ask questions, seek advice and share information.  
 
Impact: 

We carefully monitor children’s attainment across the year. This enables us to ensure that pupils are on track 
to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, knowledge and communication. It also highlights 
the accelerated progress that the children have made across the curriculum as a result of the secure, 
underlying PSHE teaching that they have received throughout the year.  

Our PSHE curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

 meet the needs of all pupils at the academy.  

 inform children that mental wellbeing is a part of daily life – that there is a normal range of emotions and 
scale of emotions that all humans experience in relation to different experiences and situations.  

 teach children where to seek support  

 inform children of the benefits of physical exercise, time outdoors, community participation and the impact 
this has on wellbeing and happiness.  

 teach the risks associated with inactivity. 

 healthy eating  

 teach children how to stay safe online - internet safety and harms. 

 inform children of the dangers of drugs, alcohol and tobacco.  

 teach children about the changing adolescent body  

 raise the profile of mental health amongst young people and their families  

 introduce and develop strategies which enable us to be mentally healthy  

Assessment: 
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress and 
strengthen knowledge and understanding.  
Children complete pre and post assessment activities at the beginning and end of each PSHE unit taught. A sample of 
this is shared in each class floor book and on SMSC Gridmaker.  



 
Learning walks and observations, questionnaires and feedback from all staff (including visitors) are essential ways of 
collecting evidence of PHSE. Pupils voices are of paramount importance to truly understand and assess how secure 
the children’s level of mental wellbeing really is.  
 
A safe and secure learning environment with emotionally available adults for ALL children.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we undoubtedly understand that PSHE is integral to every area of the curriculum 

and that the development of respectful relationships between children, their peers and adults (including 

parents/carers) is fundamental to lifelong learning for ALL children. We build and develop positive relationships on 

which the children thrive. They recognise that they feel valued and respond accordingly. Our children know that the 

adults in our school are emotionally available to support them in all areas of learning at any time.  

 

Everybody deserves the best. Everyone deserves respect.  
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