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Everyone deserves the Best! 

Everyone deserves Respect! 



Intent: 

 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide a high-quality Computing curriculum which enables children to 

develop a love of information and communication technology, which is an integral part of the National Curriculum 

2014 and is a key skill for everyday life. This gives all children the opportunity to communicate effectively as a 

Computer User, which can be a user of any type of technology, software or hardware.  Computers, tablets, 

programmable robots, digital and video cameras are a few of the tools that can be used to acquire, organise, store, 

manipulate, interpret, communicate and present information. At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we recognise that 

pupils are entitled to quality hardware and software and a structured and progressive approach to the learning of 

the skills needed to enable them to use it effectively. The purpose of this policy is to state how the school intends to 

make this provision.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we believe that computing gives pupils immediate access to a rich source of 

materials, can present information in new ways which helps pupils understand, access and use it more readily, can 

motivate and enthuse pupils, harness and help pupils focus and concentrate, offers potential for effective group 

working. It has the flexibility to meet the individual needs and abilities of each pupil in addition it also builds the 

foundation for skills required by most modern jobs to use their knowledge and understanding as a Computer User.  

 

At GIA it is important in the foundation stage to give the children a broad, play-based experience of Computing in a 

range of contexts, including outdoor play. The role play area should include technological equipment reflecting real 

life experiences. Children gain confidence, control and language skills through opportunities to interact with the 

whiteboard, program a toy or use recording devices to support children to develop their communication skills. 

 

Implementation:  

Teaching Computing in School  

There is a coherent planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to end of key stage 1 and 
beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 
 Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention. 
 Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
 

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we acknowledge and understand the importance of continually maintaining, 

updating and developing our resources to make progress towards a robust system that reflects the use of technology 

in the real world, by investing in resources that will effectively deliver the strands of the new National Curriculum 

and support the use of computing across the school.  Teachers are required to inform the Computing Technician of 

any faults as soon as they are noticed.   If resources are not classroom based they are located in the laptop trolley, 

iPad trolley or ICT Cupboard.  Computing network infrastructure and equipment has been sited so that it is protected 

and safe to use in school.  

Computing is taught through the curriculum linked to topic and develops children’s computing knowledge, skills and 

understanding. All pupils are given equal access as Computing is an entitlement for all pupils. At GIA we provide 

suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of 

the child. Children will be using the ‘SeeSaw’ app on the iPads to record videos and take pictures and upload their 

work independently with a progression of posters and skills from EYFS to Y2. Children will also be developing their 

use of using a green screen which are available in all year groups to enhance the use of computing and technology 

independently used by the children. The use of the green screen can help to bring learning in the classroom alive for 



the children and create a sense of purpose to their learning e.g. they may create a newspaper report in English and 

present it whilst standing at the scene of the event using the green screen.  

The computing subject leader is responsible for providing professional leadership and management of computing 

within the school. Through leading the subject, the subject leader will: 

 monitor standards to ensure high quality teaching, effective use of resources and improved standards of 

learning and achievement. This will include observation of lessons and scrutiny of the pupils' work.  

 collect, analyse and distribute, where applicable, information relating to the subject to the relevant people. 

Ensure they supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments in 

computing and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject.  

 Complete a RAG rated action plan in order to the give the head teacher an annual summary report in which 

they evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in computing and indicates areas for further improvement. 

Whilst using specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children’s work, and to 

observe computing lessons across the school. 

As GIA develops its resources and expertise to deliver the Computing curriculum, learning sequences are planned in 

line with the national curriculum and allow for clear progression. Learning Sequences are designed to enable pupils 

to achieve stated objectives and to build upon prior skills and knowledge they have attained.  Pupil progress towards 

these objectives are recorded by teachers as part of their teacher assessment.  Staff follow medium term plans with 

objectives set out in the national curriculum and use the same format for their weekly planning sheet.  A small 

number of children have particular teaching and learning requirements which go beyond the provision for that age 

range and if not addressed, could create barriers to learning.  This includes more able children, those with SEN or 

those who have EAL. Teachers take account of these requirements and plan, where necessary, to support individuals 

or groups of pupils to enable them to participate effectively in the curriculum and assessment activities.  During any 

teaching activities teachers must be mindful of special arrangements that could be made available to support 

individual pupils. This is in line with the school inclusion policy. These children should be identified and discussed at 

pupil progress meetings to ensure appropriate provisions or interventions are put into place. 

 

The use of sticky knowledge and speak like an expert is embedded into each lesson and built upon throughout a 

sequence of learning. This provides children with the opportunity to transfer their learning from the short-term 

memory into the long term memory and be able to recall subject specific vocabulary from previous lessons or 

previous learning from the year. By being able to retrieve these skills over a period of time and apply the skills they 

have learnt across a range of lessons the children are then able to fully experience themselves as a scientist, 

geographer, computer user etc.  

 

Remote learning will also be delivered through the use of ICT with apps such as Dojo, Tapestry and Sways. This will 

enable children to fully experience the high quality learning experiences they would be receiving within the 

classroom at home ensuring no child is left behind and missing out on learning experiences. This should diminish the 

gap of attainment for children who are not in school for a period of time. The use of ICT also promotes 

communication with parents as well as providing feedback to children for the learning they have completed at 

home.  

 

 

Impact: 

We carefully track to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, 
knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of the year, the vast majority of 
children have sustained mastery of the content, knowledge and skills, they remember it all and are fluent in it. Some 
children will have reached a greater depth of understanding where they can apply their learning. 

Our computing curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 



• ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression.  

• enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

• meet the needs of pupils of all abilities at the academy.  

• allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

• prepare pupils to make informed choices  

• help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

 

Assessment: 

On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Development Matters. Children new to 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy in reception are baselined when they join us. This information supports in setting 
aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery and reception. In Year 1 and Year 2, the attainment at 
the end of reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children to strive to achieve. 
“Sticky knowledge” and “speak like an expert” are carefully planned into each lesson to ensure children have 
opportunities to draw on previous learning and transfer learning from their short term memory to the long term 
memory.  

Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where 
further support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures 
that misconception are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress.   

Children in Foundation Stage are assessed at each of the 4 assessment points against the development matters 
ages and stages that informs future planning and provision area learning opportunities. In Key Stage 1, children 
are assessed as working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard or working at greater 
depth. As we recognise that effective communication, including speaking and listening, reading and writing, 
create the fundamental learning blocks needed for children to develop their knowledge and skills across all 
subject areas, teachers are expected to assess these skills alongside computing knowledge and understanding of 
their skills at each assessment point. Consequently, barriers to learning are quickly identified and next steps are 
put in place to address these for individual pupils.   

 

 

Health and Safety: 
The school is aware of the health and safety issues involved in children’s use of ICT and computing.  

All fixed electrical appliances in school are tested by a LA contractor every five years and all portable electrical 

equipment in school is tested by an external contractor every twelve months. It is advised that staff should not bring 

their own electrical equipment in to school but if this is necessary, then the equipment must be PAT tested before 

being used in school. This also applies to any equipment brought in to school by, for example, people running 

workshops, activities, etc. and it is the responsibility of the member of staff organising the workshop, etc. to advise 

those people. All staff should visually check electrical equipment before they use it and take any damaged 

equipment out of use. Damaged equipment should then be reported to the senior site technician, bursar or head 

teacher who will arrange for repair or disposal.  

 

 Children should not put plugs into sockets or switch the sockets on.  

 Socket covers should be on all sockets that are not being used. 

 Trailing leads should be made safe behind the equipment  

 Liquids must not be taken near the computers  

 Magnets must be kept away from all equipment  

 Safety guidelines in relation to IWBs will be displayed in the classrooms  



 E-safety guidelines will be set out in the e-safety policy & AUP  

 

Security:  

 The ICT Technician will be responsible for regularly updating anti-virus software  

 Use of computing will be in line with the school’s ‘Acceptable User Agreement’ (AUA). All staff, volunteers and 

children must sign a copy of the schools AUA  

 All staff will read and sign to agree to the Mobile and Camera Acceptable Use Agreement 

 Parents will be made aware of the ‘Acceptable User Agreement’ through our school website  

 All pupils and parents will be aware of the school rules for responsible use of computing and the Internet and 

will understand the consequence of any misuse  

 The agreed rules for safe and responsible use of computing and the Internet will be displayed in all computing 

areas  

 

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years. 
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