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Intent: 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim to stimulate children’s interest and understanding as a Historian, 

investigating and interpreting the past by asking and answering questions. We inspire children to investigate and 

interpret the past by asking and answering questions generated from handling and observing a range of artefacts, 

looking at evidence, for example photographs, and carrying out research. By doing so, children develop the skills of 

enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving. We aim to build an overview of World History, highlighting key 

events and significant people, and the reasons behind their actions. We teach children about chronology as they 

order and compare events and artefacts or evidence, and relate these to changes in their own lives, developing a 

sense of identity and cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. This knowledge and experience will 

cultivate a cultural capital and will help to prepare children for life living in modern Britain. 

 
The development of language, vocabulary and oracy is at the forefront of our curriculum as we understand how vital 

it is for our learners to build confidence in communication skills. It is essential that children can communicate their 

learning in a variety of ways, to a range of different audiences. We ensure that children have opportunities as 

Historians to discuss, challenge and build on other points of view, and to develop language and vocabulary to ensure 

that they are fully prepared for the next stage of their education. 

The History curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy emphasises the importance of developing the depth of 
children’s learning. Children are challenged to apply their Historical skills, which they have learnt independently, in a 
range of contexts, within school and real life, across a range of subject areas. This ensures that they have truly 
mastered the skill and are able to demonstrate that they can retrieve and apply their learning.  Lessons are engaging 
and suitably differentiated to ensure that children are working independently at their level of ability.   

 
Implementation: 

Teaching History in School  
History is taught throughout EYFS and Key Stage One in individual lessons where skills and knowledge develop 
through carefully planned progressive sequences of learning. History is also taught through a cross curricular 
approach where prior learning can be remembered and consolidated and skills can be developed in a range of 
different contexts.  
 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy are early adopters of the new EYFS curriculum and the revised Development Matters 
publication allows teachers to plan opportunities to be Historians in Nursery and Reception.  Historical content is 
planned from the aspects of ‘People, Culture and Communities’ and ‘Past and Present’ within the ‘Understanding the 
World’ area of learning. In Key Stage 1,The National Curriculum for knowledge and Glasshoughton Infant Academy’s 
skills as a Historian are the basis for sequences of learning where children develop the knowledge as a historian 
alongside the skills as a historian. Topics are planned so that progression is ensured as children move through school. 
Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge, through planned progression built 
into sequences of learning, we offer increasing challenge and depth.  
 
All teachers have secure knowledge of the teacher toolkit and understand the significance of these teaching 
strategies. Consistency is key when embedding knowledge and this is fully considered when teachers plan their 
coherent and sequenced lessons which aim to develop cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning 
and employment.  
 
When planning teachers build in opportunities for: 
  
Spacing – timed gaps in between teaching of the same topic. Children have time to absorb what they have heard 
and hold it in their long-term memory.  
Interleaving – another lesson is taught making reference to prior learning. Making cross curricular links in our 
learning has enabled our children to use and apply their knowledge in different contexts.  
Retrieval – opportunities to find out what the children know and what has been embedded in the long-term 
memory. Children have regular opportunity to speak like and expert and retrieve their previously taught 
knowledge before encountering new learning.  
 



Writing across the curriculum- opportunities are planned for children to develop and master their 
communication skills across all areas of the curriculum. Children have the opportunity to perform, sing, present 
and record their learning. Children are encouraged to explain and articulate their learning us ing accurate 
vocabulary and terminology, including subject specific tier 2 words.  
 
Sequences of learning – children build upon previous learning in order to access new knowledge and skills, retrieving 
learning and applying it in different contexts. Sequences of learning apply to all areas of the curriculum.  
 
Developmental progressive curriculum - this engages children in authentic learning experiences that reflect the 
individual needs of all children, including disadvantaged and pupil premium, ensuring no child is left behind and that 
all children are challenged.  
 
Speak like an Expert – this term has been adopted across the curriculum by all learners. Children are expected to 
retrieve knowledge that has been previously taught as a strategy to support them to move learning from the short 
term to the long-term memory. 
 
Sticky Knowledge - is the knowledge we would like the children to retain. This knowledge is key. It ensures lessons are 
learning focused, with an emphasis on the development of children’s vocabulary. This allows children to confidently 
communicate their learning as a Historian. 
 
CPA – Concrete, pictorial and abstract.  
This method of teaching is particularly important to us at Glasshoughton Infant Academy as it enables our 
children to make links to their own lives and their personal experiences. We fully appreciate that creating 
memorable learning experiences fosters a much deeper level of learning and understanding. It is crucial that we 
provide frequent hands on learning experiences for all of our learners including the disadvantaged and those 
with SEND.  
 
Online learning – detailed plans that closely match what is taught in school, have been devised and shared with 
parents and carers. These have been designed to reflect the lessons being taught in class. This enables all children 
to have full access to learning opportunities from home or school to ensure that no child is left behind.  
 
Trips, visitors and workshops.  
Each year group takes part in a school trip every year, this is not including the annual visit to the Christmas 
pantomime. Children explore the local environment regularly and where appropriate workshops are planned to 
enhance learning. This enables visitors to bring the learning to the children.  
 
All of these teaching strategies are a primary focus for all teachers when planning and developing a series of 
coherent lessons for all learners within their long-term planning, medium term planning and weekly planning.  
 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we feel that it is essential that children experience History at a level appropriate to 
their development. We believe that wherever possible learning should be through first-hand experience, but other 
media such as displays, ICT, books, photographs, artefacts etc. are used to facilitate learning. History teaching focuses 
on enabling children to think as historians. We place emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources 
of evidence. Where possible we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage 
visitors to come into school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the 
importance of stories in History teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. 
We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they 
should always ask searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given.   
 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we plan to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND and 
disadvantaged pupils by offering a personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports and challenges 
all. Resilience and a growth mind set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. We ensure that 
all learners fulfil their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually, to ensure that they become 
ambitious lifelong learners. 

 



At Glasshoughton, we strive to enhance children’s cultural capital by providing them with as many memorable learning 
experiences as possible to equip them with the knowledge and skills to succeed in later life. We provide extra-curricular 
clubs for all our pupils to engage with real life learning experiences that a Historian would use. For example, making 
and tasting foods from other countries and cultures and exploring how tastes in foods may have changed over time. 
We have considered the needs of all learners including the disadvantaged and those with SEND.  Monitoring is 
in place to review the success of the clubs and the attendance. It is our aim that all children access one club 
throughout the year. We will have regular discussions and use pupil voice for feedback.  
 
Children’s learning experiences are enhanced through outdoor learning, where children are ‘being’ a Historian not 
‘doing’ History. For example, they use maps for a real purpose in the outdoor area and see what this is like first hand 
and compare this with how the school grounds and local community may have changed over time. As a school, we 
plan trips in our local community and beyond, to enrich and give their learning a real purpose. We broaden 
children’s horizons by providing them with experiences that they may not otherwise encounter. We are passionate 
about developing independent learners who develop knowledge and skills which will not only create excellent life 
opportunities, but will also prepare them exceptionally well for life beyond Glasshoughton Infant Academy.  

Impact: 
We carefully monitor children’s attainment across the year. This enables us to ensure that pupils are on track 
to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, knowledge and communication. The impact of the 
curriculum is that by the end of the year, the vast majority of children have sustained mastery of the content, 
knowledge and skills, they remember it all and are fluent in it. Some children will have reached a greater depth 
of understanding where they can apply their learning.  
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

 ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression.  

 enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

 meet the needs of pupils of all abilities. 

 allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

 prepare pupils to make informed choices.  

 help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

Children learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how 
people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. Throughout their learning children 
will be exposed to a variety of historical vocabulary that they will be encouraged to use throughout their work. Through 
their growing knowledge and understanding, children will gain an appreciation of how life in the past has impacted on 
the present and future and have a secure knowledge in local, national and World History.  
 
The contribution of History to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 
Literacy 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our Academy by actively promoting the skills of 

reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in lessons are historical in nature. Children 

develop verbal communication skills through discussing historical questions.  

Mathematics 
History contributes to the teaching of Mathematics in a variety of ways. Children learn to use numbers when 
developing a sense of chronology through activities such as time-lines. Children learn to interpret information 
presented in graphical or diagrammatic form.  
  

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Children use ICT to enhance their skills in data handling and in 

presenting written work, and they research information using the internet, encyclopaedias, online resources 

(subscriptions) and ICT packages. Children have the opportunity to use the iPads and digital cameras to record and 

use photographic images. A reference file is available for teaching staff, outlining ICT programs and internet sites 

that are linked to History. 

 



Personal, Social, Health, and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education. Children 

develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions, they 

discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed, and they 

learn how to recognize and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that prejudice is a harmful aspect of society. 

They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for 

others.  

 Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC) 

When teaching History, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development where possible, for example, using 

Remembrance Day as a chance to reflect, remember and celebrate. We also provide children with the opportunity 

to discuss moral questions, or what is right and wrong, when studying topics such as child labour in the mines. 

Children learn about the role of the Church and they find out how British society has changed over time. The History 

programme of study enables children to understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by 

the multi-cultural British society of today.  

Assessment: 
On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Development Matters. Children new to 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy in Reception are baselined when they join us. This information supports in setting 
aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery and reception. In Year 1 and Year 2, the attainment at the 
end of Reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children to strive to achieve. Regular, 
low stakes retrieval opportunities ensure that children embed knowledge into their long term memory. 
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress.  

Children in Foundation Stage are summatively assessed at each of the 4 assessment points against development 
matters that informs future planning and next step opportunities. In Key Stage 1, children are assessed as working 
towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard or working at greater depth. As we recognise that 
effective communication, including speaking and listening, reading and writing, create the fundamental learning blocks 
needed for children to develop their knowledge and skills across all subject areas, teachers are expected to assess 
these skills alongside Historical knowledge and skills at each assessment point. Consequently, barriers to learning are 
quickly identified and next steps are put in place to address these for individual pupils.  
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