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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 

 



Intent: 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide a curriculum which enables children to become confident and fluent 
writers, across a variety of text genres and within all curriculum areas for extended periods of time. We aim to 
provide all children with the necessary skills needed in order to write accurately and enjoy it. Children will develop 
the necessary skills in order to communicate meaning independently in the written form across all subject areas as 
Authors, Historians, Geographers, Designers, Scientists and Artists. Children are provided with many opportunities 
throughout the weekly curriculum to retrieve writing skills learnt and apply them to their learning. Interleaving and 
spacing is an effective tool used within school to support skills and knowledge to become embedded into children’s 
long term memory. These embedded skills can then be recalled and applied in a variety of contexts. We recognise 
that legible, clear handwriting is a necessary skill needed in order for pupils to become successful writers, therefore 
high expectations for letter formation and presentation of work is evident whenever children write.  
We recognise that effective spoken and written communication forms the fundamental learning blocks children 
need in order to develop and deepen their skills across all curriculum areas. We know that in order to effectively 
engage pupils with writing it is important to provide them with a purpose to write and an audience that the piece of 
writing is intended for. Hooks for learning, real life learning opportunities and experiences and links to current texts 
and topics all provide those real purposes for children to write. Furthermore, we aim for children to develop an 
understanding of the audience their writing is intended for, ensuring they adapt their writing style to suit this. Basic 
skills are vital to allow children to become independent, confident writers, therefore skills children are taught across 
the curriculum, including those related to spelling patterns, phonics, grammar and punctuation are retrieved by 
children and applied to all writing in order to effectively structure it.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we intend to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND, pupil 
premium and disadvantaged, by offering a personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports and 
challenges all, ensuring no child is left behind and all reach their full learning potential. Resilience and a growth mind 
set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. We are inspired for all learners to exceed their 
potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their families, in their communities as well as in the 
wider world ensuring that they become ambitious lifelong learners.  
 
Carefully planned and resourced home learning will ensure that children who are not able to attend school do 
not fall behind in their learning and receive the same high-quality learning opportunities which children in 
school are accessing. Opportunities to apply taught writing skills across the curriculum are evident within all 
lessons where children are being Historians, Scientists, Musicians, etc. These high quality home learning 
sessions intend to close any gaps in learning between children receiving education in school and those learning 
at home.  
 
The writing curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy emphasises the importance of developing the depth of 
children’s learning. Children are challenged to apply their writing skills which they have learnt independently in a 
range of contexts within school and real life, across a range of subject areas, rather than merely moving them on to 
more complex skills. This ensures that they have truly mastered the skill and are able to demonstrate that they can 
retrieve and apply their learning.   

We recognise that the ability to communicate is key to children becoming successful learners and understand that 
this is a vital skill needed in order for children to become effective as Mathematicians, Artists, Historians, Scientists 
and Geographers, etc, not just as Authors. The curriculum intends for children to be confident communicators of 
their learning, both orally and through written means. Furthermore, the curriculum design provides children with a 
vast exposure to a range of subject specific and higher-level vocabulary. Children are encouraged and expected to 
apply this vocabulary to their writing, showing clear understanding of the definition through effective use of the 
word or phrase in the correct context.  
 
The progressive curriculum intends for children to retrieve previous learning and apply it in a variety of contexts, 
resulting in learning being transferred from the short term, into the long-term memory. The curriculum design 
ensures that children’s prior knowledge and skills are built upon through clear sequences of learning. The 
developmental progressive curriculum adopted at Glasshoughton Infant Academy ensures that no children, including 
pupil premium and disadvantaged, fall behind, as individual’s current strengths and next steps are carefully 
considered when planning future learning.  
 

 



Implementation: 

Teaching Writing in School  
There is a coherent planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to end of key stage 1 and 
beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

▪ Learning is most effective with spaced repetition 
▪ Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention. 
▪ Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
 
Following medium term planning, sequences of learning are carefully planned for in order to develop children’s 
communication and writing skills. Cross curricular learning links are often made across the curriculum where children 
are encouraged to write for a purpose as a Historian, Artist, Scientist, etc. The sequences include learning objectives 
for each lesson which are progressive and build on prior knowledge. ‘Sticky knowledge’ is explicitly planned for each 
lesson in line with the learning objective. This is clearly communicated to children within the lesson to ensure that 
they are explicitly clear about their learning. ‘Sticky knowledge’ is then retrieved over different periods of time, 
including the next lesson, the next week and the next term, and is applied to different contexts to ensure it becomes 
embedded into children’s long-term memory. Children ‘speak like an expert’ at the beginning of each lesson in order 
to retrieve prior learning that will help them with their learning during that session. This learning is then built upon. 
Children are then really clear about where they are in their sequence of learning, how prior learning will help them 
and what they will know by the end of the unit.  
Children are provided with many opportunities to practice their learning; including the knowledge and skills they 
have been taught, by applying these in various contexts. Planning sequences promote learning to be retained in 
children’s long-term memory through the frequent practice of skills through application.  
 
Children are taught through shared, guided, extended and independent writing sessions. Writing is a pleasurable 

experience for all children from Nursery to Year 2 where children are writing for a purpose and audience. Children 

are aware of and use the different genres of writing from EYFS and are supported and encouraged to write in 

different areas of provision within Nursery and Reception, including writing for a purpose within role play areas. All 

areas of provision have mark making tools in them linked to the topic and the learning that is taking place in that 

provision area, developing children’s confidence to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. The presentation 

and legibility of their work is reinforced throughout school and the basic skill of writing their name correctly and 

clearly is given high importance following our school handwriting policy. We aim to inspire children to write and 

want them to write for a purpose for example, a thank you letter or writing a receipt within a role play shop. For 

children to write articulately and with enthusiasm, they need to have knowledge of the genre they are writing about, 

for example if they are writing a shopping list they need to have the understanding of the purpose through real life 

experiences. For example, going to a supermarket.  

Teaching Writing in the EYFS 

Children are taught and encouraged to write their name in Nursery. On all pieces of work they write their name 

using their name card to support where needed. Within all provision areas of the EYFS there are writing tools to 

encourage children to mark make and write. In Reception children become more aware of writing for different 

purposes and audiences. Shared writing is followed by guided writing sessions where children apply the skills they 

have been taught. Independent writing is encouraged in role play areas such as the doctors, the house corner and 

the office and all the other areas of provision have writing tools available. All writing skills are developed in line with 

the EYFS. Mark making and writing is highly praised and given worth in EYFS so children can feel that what they have 

written has been understood by their audience. We expect children to use emergent writing where they tell the 

adult what they have written but will soon start to see some recognisable letters, usually linked to their name and 

the first set of phonemes they learn, to appear in their writing. This early writing is nurtured and encouraged so 

children see print as a form of communication. Children then build their knowledge and understanding of the 

appropriate skills needed in order to effectively communicate through writing, including spelling, grammar and 

punctuation, through phonics, handwriting and writing sessions. These learnt skills are then expected and 

encouraged to be applied to a variety of genres of writing across the 7 areas of learning within the EYFS curriculum. 

Cross curriculum writing is strongly promoted within the EYFS. Within the areas of provision children are taught to 
mark make and produce early writing in order to communicate their learning. For example, they may record notes as 



a Scientist in a lab, or as a Mechanic in a garage. Writing across all the areas of learning is promoted in the EYFS as a 
gateway for children to effectively demonstrate and communicate their learning and apply taught skills.  
 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy are early adopters for the new EYFS curriculum 2020.  
 

Writing Progression in Nursery: 

• Children mark make with praise and worth given through discussion about what they have written. 
• Mark making in all areas of indoor and outdoor provision and on different surfaces e.g using chalk on the 

playground 
• Children will soon see the marks they make have worth and will continue to mark make. 
• Children need to be able to speak in a full sentence before they can write one, therefore adult modelling of 

speaking in full sentences in vital. 
• Developing motor skills – gross to fine motor through provision areas and whole group activities, such as 

threading activities, using tweezers and dough disco.  
• Circles and lines on big paper initially and gradually making them smaller and more controlled, through 

activities such as ‘Squiggle while you Wiggle’ 
• Start to use some letters that are familiar to them in their mark making e.g. letters of their name, phonemes 

learnt in phonics. 
• Developing pencil control, holding pencil between thumb and two fingers 

 

Writing Progression in Reception 

• Continuing to make marks because they have learnt that they have meaning and are a form of 
communication; this will only come from the worth that adults give to it. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand when writing.  
• Anticlockwise movements and retrace over vertical lines.  
• Holds pencil correctly and uses it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 

formed. 
• Begins to break the flow of speech in to words. 
• Hears and says initial phonemes in words. 
• Can blend and segment sounds in simple words – CVC words. 
• Links phonemes to graphemes – naming and sounding.  
• Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. 
• Write some irregular common words e.g. ‘the’.  
• Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 
• Spells some words correctly and makes phonetically plausible attempts at others. 
• Writes own name, labels and captions. 
• Attempts to write short sentences in context. 

 
Teaching Writing in Key Stage 1 

All children in Key Stage 1 take part in shared, guided, extended and independent writing sessions across all areas of 

the curriculum. These are linked to the genre for which they are writing and to what the teacher has modeled as key 

features. Children are provided with many opportunities to write as an Author, Scientist, Geographer, Historian, 

Designer or Artist using subject specific vocabulary accurately.  

Shared writing:  

Supports and guides children through the process of writing and creating their own piece of text independently. It 

begins with the teacher modelling the first sentence. Children use this to work in pairs to think of the next sentence, 

having a model to support them. The final sentence is where children work independently, writing on whiteboards 

or in their whiteboard books. This structured model supports children through the whole process, developing their 

confidence in the structure of the genre and gives ideas on what they could include in their writing. Children provide 

suggestions of how to up level the shared writing throughout the process with a focus on grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary. 

 

 



Guided Writing: 

Children work in a group with the teacher to develop their writing skills. It will be linked to the shared writing activity 

developing children’s learning in areas where they need support or extending. 

Writing scaffolds: 

Children need to be supported throughout the writing process and at Glasshoughton Infant Academy we believe that 

scaffolding writing effectively will help all children progress.  

We use word cards linked to the topic, high frequency word cards and classroom displays to support children when 

writing. Each Key Stage 1 classroom has an English working wall where key vocabulary and vocabulary for the week, 

relating to the text genre is displayed. Furthermore, subject specific vocabulary is displayed around each classroom 

to support children to extend their writing across all areas of the curriculum. Children add to the vocabulary 

displayed and suggest ideas to support them in their writing. Resources to support children with their basic skills 

when writing, including cursive handwriting mats, sentence opener lists, conjunction lists and punctuation help 

cards, are available within each classroom and children are taught how to independently select resources which will 

effectively support them in what they have set out to achieve.   

As children become more secure from the scaffolds that have been put in place to support their writing they will 

begin to write more fluently and confidently. All staff have high expectations for all children to achieve and develop 

their writing skills. Writing is structured and scaffolded to allow all children to achieve in guided, independent and 

extended writing. 

Progression in writing at Glasshoughton Infant Academy: 

• Letter Shapes, child’s name and sight words 

• Writing lists: I like football 
        ___ like ice cream    (child to insert I) 

        ___ like playing 

I like mummy 

____  __________ daddy      (child to insert I like) 

____  __________ dinner 

 

I like _________. 

I like _________.      (child to insert what they like.) 

I like _________. 

Follow the same pattern for I have, I go, I see etc. 

• Develop when secure with above structure to changing the opening word: 
     My ________, This ________, The ________ 

• Introduce conjunction ‘and.’ 

• Punctuation – capital letters and full stops 

• Openers (sequence words): first, next, then 

• Develop using conjunctions other than ‘and’, such as ‘but’ and ‘so’ 

• Add detail by inserting description and more length 

• Punctuation – full stops, exclamation marks and question marks 

• Range of openers (The, My, I, He, She, If, They) 

• Connectives when, because, if 

• Punctuation – full stops, commas in a list, exclamation marks and question marks 

• Ambitious words (unusual words for their age) 

• Openers – When, Because, If 



 

Talk for Writing 

Talk for Writing is used throughout school to support children when completing fiction, non-fiction and poetry pieces 

of writing across all areas of the curriculum. We believe that for children to improve in their fictional writing they 

need to have an understanding of story structure, story language, setting and characters. Whole class story maps 

and story mountains are created so that children can see the process of creating a story, including the different parts 

that are included. Children then learn the story using actions and the language pattern of the story to support them 

to re-tell it. Once children have learnt the story they then move onto exploring characters, feelings and events in 

more detail through various teaching strategies, including role play, conscious alley, walking the story and hot 

seating. Talk for Writing is also used effectively to support children to become non-fictional writers and poets 

following the same principles. Once children have internalised their key text and it is embedded within their long 

term memory they then move on to the innovating stage. Appropriate scaffolds are provided by the teacher to 

support individual children or groups when innovating, encouraging some to hug the text closely, while encouraging 

others to innovate further. Children often innovate a character, a main event or a main part of the text, such as the 

beginning in a story or the ingredients list in a recipe. Children then learn their new innovated text using the same 

strategies they used when imitating the original key text. The final stage of the Talk for Writing cycle is to invent. This 

is the ultimate aim of the approach, allowing children to retrieve all their writing skills in order to produce an 

independent piece of writing. This can be any genre from any area of the curriculum.  

This approach starts in Nursery and progresses all the way through school. Talk for Writing actions are displayed in 

all classrooms as photographs as a visual prompt. Text maps and mountains are displayed in classrooms as a prompt 

for children when imitating, as well as visual pages from the key text which are displayed in chronological order.  

Children use their knowledge of different text genres, including different story types, non-fiction texts and poetry to 

create a writer’s toolkit to support them when they are inventing their own.  

Vocabulary Development 

The development of vocabulary is key to ensuring children become fluent, independent writers across the 

curriculum. Children are encouraged to speak in full sentences from on entry to nursery and this is consistently 

modelled by all adults. Higher level vocabulary found in various texts, including guided reading texts and shared 

texts, is explored by children verbally before expecting them to use it in their writing. Adults explain the meaning of 

new language to children and model using this accurately in context. Children are encouraged and praised for 

‘writing as a reader’, drawing on vocabulary they have been to exposed to in their reading.  

Topic specific and subject specific vocabulary is explored in the same way, ensuring definitions of new words and 

phrases are given and the accurate use of these are modelled. Vocabulary from all areas of the curriculum, including 

technical vocabulary, is encouraged to be used when children are writing across any genre. For example, children 

may choose to include a Historical figure they found particularly fascinating when innovating a story. Children’s 

vocabulary bank is built upon daily, with frequent opportunities to retrieve in order to ensure new words and 

definitions become embedded into children’s long-term memory and are applied automatically.  

Writing Support for Children in School 

Children have many opportunities to write independently for extended periods of time across the curriculum. These 

sessions are highly differentiated through appropriate scaffolds so that all children are able to complete the 

challenge and apply the skills that they have been learning throughout the week, term and year. Frequent verbal 

feedback is given to ensure children’s achievements are celebrated and misconceptions are quickly addressed at the 

point of learning.  

 

We recognise that some children need a little extra support with their writing and want children to achieve their full 

potential, therefore further planned inventions are put in place following daily assessment for learning and pupil 

progress meetings to support children who need extra support to develop their writing skills. This may be in a small 

group or on a 1:1 basis with a highly skilled professional. These interventions are planned by class teachers and are 

bespoke to the individualised needs of the child to support them to reach their full potential. A progressive 

curriculum, whereby children’s existing knowledge and skills are built upon ensures no child, including pupil 

premium and disadvantaged, fall behind in their learning.  



Writing interventions are monitored through pupil progress meetings and SMART targets to ensure the impact 
of the intervention is as anticipated in a timely manner.   
 
Home Learning 
Home learning is carefully planned for weekly, including opportunities to write as an Author and in many other 
roles from across the curriculum, as well as to develop skills needed to be an effective writer. Children who are 
unable to attend school directly for a period of time receive home learning lessons, in the form of  sways, 
videos, PowerPoint presentations and photographs. These platforms are used successfully in order to ensure 
children at home do not fall behind in their education and miss important learning opportunities. Home 
learning is linked as closely as possible to learning happening in school. Furthermore, children are given 
opportunities to see their teacher or to hear their voice, allowing them to still feel  a part of their school and 
class community. Teachers provide individual feedback to children in order to support and challenge learning 
and address misconceptions. 
 
Impact: 
We carefully track writing assessments to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our 
curriculum through skills, knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of 
the year, the vast majority of children have sustained mastery of the content, knowledge and skills, they 
remember it all and are fluent in it. Some children will have reached a greater depth of understanding where 
they can apply their learning.  
Weekly home learning lessons for those who are unable to attend school ensure that no children are left 
behind in their learning and are provided with the same high-quality opportunities that children receive in 
school. When children return to school, gaps in learning are minimised as much as possible as a result. 
 
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

• Ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression: 

• Enable all pupils to fulfil their potential, including pupil premium, SEND and disadvantaged:   

• Allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures: 

• Prepare pupils to make informed choices: 

• Help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate: 

• Allow children to utilise the skills and knowledge they have learnt effectively in a range of contexts across 
the curriculum: 

• Ensure that children are able to confidently and effectively articulate their learning using accurate 
vocabulary and terminology: 

• Ensure that children are able to confidently communicate their learning from across the curriculum in the 
written form to a range of different audiences: 

• Enable all pupils to fulfil their potential:  

• Meet the needs of pupils of all abilities at the academy, ensuring no children, including pupil premium and 
disadvantaged, are left behind 

Assessment: 
On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Development Matters. Children new to 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy in reception are baselined when they join us. This information supports in setting 
aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery and reception. In Year 1 and year 2, the attainment at the 
end of reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children to strive to achieve. Regular 
opportunities to retrieve learning ensure that children embed knowledge into their long term memory. 
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress. For every 
writing activity there is a learning objective and learning checklist which children self-assess against on completion. 
Children are often involved in developing their own individual success criteria against the task and learning objective, 
ensuring they are clear about what they need to do in order to achieve. The teacher and child assess against the 
learning objective and success criteria. Every child in Key Stage One and Reception has a writing target, found in the 
front of their English book which is personal to the individual’s development. The child’s achievements and targets 
are clearly highlighted and discussed alongside the child. The targets are updated when a child achieves. Target 
tracker, highlighting children’s current writing assessment and next steps, are communicated to parents on a termly 



basis. In KS1 children are assessed as working towards the expected standard, at the expected standard or at greater 
depth in writing. Children’s writing assessment is recorded on Target Tracker at each of the four data drop points 
throughout the year. For children who are not achieving their expected level of attainment next steps are put in 
place to make sure children make progress in their learning. To ensure consistency and accuracy of assessment 
writing moderation is a regular activity where as a whole staff we moderate children’s writing, discussing the points 
they have achieved and any queries to move children on in their learning. External moderation across the MAT and 
LA also regularly takes place. As we recognise that effective communication, including speaking and listening, 
reading and writing, create the fundamental learning blocks needed for children to develop their knowledge and 
skills across all subject areas, teachers are expected to assess these skills alongside each subject area at each 
assessment data drop point. Consequently, barriers to learning are quickly identified and next steps are put in place 
to address these for individual pupils.  
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