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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 

 



Intent: 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we provide a curriculum which enables children to develop a love of reading 
which will stimulate them to read for pleasure and to find information from across the curriculum. We recognise that 
reading for enjoyment contributes to emotional and mental well-being, and therefore, plan many opportunities for 
this through carefully planned shared texts and free reading time where children can select the texts they would like 
to read. We recognise that effective reading and comprehension is essential to create successful learners across the 
curriculum as children become Scientists, Geographers, Historians, Artists, Designers and Mathematicians. 
Reading opens the window to a range of vocabulary; both higher level and subject specific terminology from across 
the curriculum. Therefore, it is vital that children are exposed to texts where they are able to read, understand and 
explore the meaning of new words and phrases, which are found in both story books and non-fiction texts when 
children are reading as a Scientist, Historian, Geographer, etc.  

We recognise that all children learn the art of reading differently so plan an inclusive curriculum where a variety of 
reading strategies are taught and children are taught to comprehend what they have read. These skills and strategies 
are revisited throughout the year to ensure they become embedded in children’s long term memory. When children 
learn to read fluently they are then able to retrieve this skill to read and understand a variety of texts, including 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry across all areas of the curriculum. Coherently planned learning opportunities for 
children to draw on different strategies needed to read fluently and comprehend ensures that the skill of reading 
becomes embedded. Reading across the curriculum provides vast opportunities for children to work collaboratively 
with others, when researching a History topic for example, and independently, when they may be reading for 
pleasure or seeking out information they would like to find the answer to.   

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we intend to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND and 
disadvantaged pupils by offering a personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports and challenges 
all. Resilience and a growth mind set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. We are inspired 
for all learners to exceed their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their families, in their 
communities as well as in the wider world ensuring that they become ambitious lifelong learners. 

Carefully planned and resourced home learning will ensure that children who are not able to attend school do 
not fall behind in their learning and receive the same high-quality learning opportunities and feedback which 
children in school are accessing. 
 
The progressive reading curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy emphasises the importance of developing the 
depth of children’s learning. Children are challenged to apply their reading skills which they have learnt 
independently in a range of contexts within school and real life, across a range of subject areas, rather than merely 
moving them on to more complex skills. This ensures that they have truly mastered the skill and are able to 
demonstrate that they can retrieve and apply their learning. This results in learning being transferred from the short 
term, into the long-term memory. The curriculum design ensures that children’s prior knowledge and skills are built 
upon through clear sequences of learning. The developmental progressive curriculum adopted at Glasshoughton 
Infant Academy ensures that no children, including pupil premium and disadvantaged, fall behind, as individual’s 
current strengths and next steps are carefully considered when planning future learning.  

Implementation: 

Teaching Reading in School  
There is a coherent planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to end of key stage 1 and 
beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

 Learning is most effective with spaced repetition 
 Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention. 
 Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
 



Pupils have many opportunities to develop their reading skills by means of a variety of daily learning opportunities 

which are taught within whole class, group or individual settings. Pupils are taught that books are a source of 

pleasure and information and need to be treated with respect. School is equipped with core reading scheme books, 

fully decodable phonic books and current topic books. Pupils are encouraged to read aloud to an audience and to 

listen to others read. Parents are given guidance on hearing their child read through parent consultations and ‘help 

at home’ reading leaflets and prompts.  

Pupils are given many opportunities to read on a daily basis across all areas of the curriculum. This may be 
independently or it could be collaboratively where children are discussing what they have read with a partner or a 
small group. Kagan structures, such as timed paired share and rally robin are used consistently across school to allow 
children opportunities to share and explain their learning with their peers. A variety of texts are available for children 
to read including, fiction, non fiction, poetry, newspapers and magazines. Children are frequently exposed to a variety 
of texts from across the curriculum, which may link to current topics or interests. The importance of reading is 
promoted as an essential skill needed for all children to successfully learn across the curriculum by coherently planned 
learning opportunities for children to read as a Scientist, Geographer, Historian and Artist, allowing them to retrieve 
their reading and comprehension skills and build on these in various contexts. Glasshoughton Infant Academy’s ’12 
Steps to Outstanding’ teaching and learning philosophy promotes a reading curriculum where lessons are engaging 
and suitably differentiated so that pupils spend the large majority of time in lesson working independently at their 
level of ability.   
 
Following medium term planning, sequences of learning are carefully planned for. Cross curricular learning links are 
often made across the curriculum. The sequences include learning objectives for each lesson which are progressive 
and build on prior knowledge. ‘Sticky knowledge’ is explicitly planned for each lesson in line with the learning 
objective. This is clearly communicated to children within the lesson to ensure that they are explicitly clear about 
their learning. ‘Sticky knowledge’ is then retrieved over different periods of time, including the next lesson, the next 
week and the next term, and is applied to different contexts to ensure it becomes embedded into children’s long-
term memory. Children ‘speak like an expert’ at the beginning of each lesson in order to retrieve prior learning that 
will help them with their learning during that session. This learning is then built upon. Children are then really clear 
about where they are in their sequence of learning, how prior learning will help them and what they will know by the 
end of the unit. Planning sequences promote learning to be retained in children’s long-term memory through the 
frequent practice of skills through application.  
 
Guided Reading 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy are early adopters of the new EYFS curriculum 2020. Guided reading in EYFS is 

structured in a way in which teachers are able to work with a small group of children to develop their word reading 

and comprehension skills at their level. Each guided reading session has an objective linked to an assessment focus, 

comments about each child’s reading is recorded on a group guided reading record sheet which are kept with the 

book and reading lists in the guided reading group bag.  Guided Reading begins in nursery where children work in 

small groups looking at picture books, talking about the front cover, which way to hold a book, the characters and 

telling the story using the picture clues. Children in Reception read once a week with an adult for guided reading 

sessions. Many other opportunities for children to retrieve and apply their reading skills are offered through phonics 

sessions, adult led learning opportunities and within the areas of continuous provision. These opportunities link to all 

7 areas of learning where children are expected to read as a Geographer, Scientist, Historian and Artist, etc.  

The structure of guided reading in year 1 is similar to that of reception during the Autumn term. However, this is 

reviewed in the Spring term by the class teachers and English leader where children’s reading assessments 

determine whether children are “ready” for whole class guided reading. Children who are not ready and require 

extra support will continue to read in a small group with an adult daily.  

Whole class reading takes place daily in year 2 from the Autumn term. This involves a 25 minute taught session 

where children are taught various reading skills such as prediction, retrieval, inference and summarising. Children 

are taught to read an age appropriate text with intonation through adult modelling and are encouraged to read to a 

partner. Children are also taught how to answer a range of written questions, such as retrieval, vocabulary and 

inference questions. Fiction, non-fiction and poetry are all taught in this way. Teachers carefully select a variety of 

texts from across the curriculum for these lessons, which may link to current topics or learning in a variety of subject 

areas. In addition to whole class guided reading children will also read to the teacher over a two week cycle in a 



small group on the book band level they have been assessed to be working at. During this session children will be 

expected to retrieve and apply their learning from the whole class sessions.  

Inviting and engaging reading corners and library areas are present in all classrooms from nursery to year 2 where 

children are able to select books of their choice during planned periods of free reading. These books are regularly 

reviewed to ensure they meet the needs of the curriculum and promote both reading for pleasure and reading 

across the curriculum.  

Learning to Read 

We teach ‘Learning to Read’ sessions through the Letters and Sounds scheme and enhance the teaching and learning 

using the Jolly Phonics actions. Learning to Read is taught daily throughout school where children acquire new 

phonemes and learn to read and spell high frequency and tricky words. They are given the opportunity to apply them 

through games, reading, writing, role play and a variety of other provision areas. All lessons are differentiated to meet 

the needs of the children from Nursery to Year 2.  Using Letters and Sounds children are taught from phase 1 to phase 

5 and then Support for Spelling once they have completed phase 5. The teaching of learning to read is systematic and 

well paced where children are involved in all areas of the lesson and expected to be using and applying their new 

learning. The learning to read sessions follow the structure of revisit/review, teach, practice and apply for 20 minutes 

every day.  

To support teaching children in KS1 are given a set of 5 or 10 spellings to learn weekly that are linked to the phonemes 

and spelling structures being taught at school. These are posted on Class Dojo for parents to see and pirate spelling 

books are sent home for children to practise in. We place great importance on the skills of segmenting and blending, 

both orally and in the written form. As soon as children know the set 1 phonemes in Phase 2 they are starting to apply 

their skills of segmenting and blending to read and build words. We teach the letter names alongside the sound of the 

letter making sure that children are confident with all 44 phonemes and not 26 phonemes. Children’s phonic 

knowledge is assessed half termly to ensure the correct next steps are planned for. Children are taught to apply their 

phonic knowledge to real and pseudo words to ensure their application of grapheme phoneme correspondence is 

correct.  

Alongside using Letters and Sounds to teach reading skills we also use the new phonics scheme adapted from the 

Liverpool Improvement Programme, which is used when a child is confident at phase 2, 3 and 4 and ready to learn 

phase 5 phonemes. The scheme provides children in Key Stage 1 with a deeper understanding of spelling patterns and 

rules, as well as providing them with an understanding of alternative phonemes, as they are taught together. For 

example, or, ore, aw and au to be taught alongside one another. The scheme helps to ensure children are prepared 

for the year 1 phonics screening check and the end of Key Stage 1 tests.  

The correct language of phoneme, grapheme, consonant cluster, trigraph, split diagraph are used with the children. 

We know the importance of good phonic knowledge in all areas of Literacy and it is reinforced throughout the wider 

curriculum. Parents meetings and workshops are held in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One to support parents in 

developing their child’s phonic and reading skills. 

School Reading Books / Home Reading Books  

Our core reading scheme are organised into phonic phases. This allows children to read a variety of texts to develop 

their reading skills at their level. The school books are organised from phase 2 to phase 5 and are progressive within 

the phases. When children have completed phase 5 phonics they then move onto reading turquoise banded reading 

books where they are able to able their knowledge of phase 6 spelling and language patterns. We have an extensive 

selection of books and within each phase and book band children will read fiction, non-fiction and poetry. The books 

children read at home are organised in the same way. Every week teachers assign online two reading books to each 

child in their class through the online reading platform, Bug Club. These books are carefully matched to children’s 

ability and mirror the phase or colour band they are reading in school. Where possible, the two books assigned will be 

different genres of text. Bug Club provides children with a variety of comprehension questions to answer as they are 

reading the book, including retrieval, inference and questions linked to the author’s use of vocabulary. We are keen 

to keep all children excited and engaged in reading, regularly reviewing the books against the demands of all areas of 

the curriculum and topics planned for in each year group.  



We believe that reading at home with family is beneficial to all children, therefore parents and carers are encouraged 

to comment on their child’s reading on Class Dojo, where class teachers will respond to praise, support and challenge 

children’s learning. Home reading books are also assigned to children who are learning from home.  

Reading Support for Children in School 

We recognise that some children need a little extra support with their reading and want children to achieve their full 

potential, therefore we have developed our Red and Amber readers. Red readers read to an adult on a daily basis 

and Amber readers read twice a week. Children who are a red reader all have a reading record book that keeps a 

current evaluation of the progress children are making. Pupil Premium children are involved in the Red Reader 

Group. 

Further planned inventions are put in place following daily assessment for learning and pupil progress meetings to 

support children who need extra support to develop their reading skills. This may be in a small group or on a 1:1 

basis with a highly skilled professional. These interventions are planned by class teachers and are bespoke to the 

individualised needs of the child to support them to reach their full potential.  

Reading interventions are monitored through pupil progress meetings and SMART targets to ensure the impact 
of the intervention is as anticipated in a timely manner.   
 

Impact: 
We carefully track to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, 
knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of the year, the vast majority 
of children have sustained mastery of the content, knowledge and skills, they remember it all and are fluent in 
it. Some children will have reached a greater depth of understanding where they can apply their learning.  
Weekly home learning lessons for those who are unable to attend school ensure that no children are left 
behind in their learning and are provided with the same high-quality opportunities that children receive in 
school. When children return to school, gaps in learning are minimised as much as possible as a result.  
 
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

 ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression, 
encouraging learning to be transferred into the long-term memory 

 enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

 allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

 prepare pupils to make informed choices  

 help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

 meet the needs of pupils of all abilities at the academy, ensuring no children, including pupil premium and 
disadvantaged, are left behind 

 allow children to utilise the skills and knowledge they have learnt effectively in a range of contexts across the 
curriculum 

 ensure that children are able to confidently and effectively articulate their learning using accurate 
vocabulary and terminology from a range of texts 

Assessment: 
On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS curriculum framework. Children new to 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy in reception are baselined when they join us. This information supports in setting 
aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery and reception. In Year 1 and year 2, the attainment at the 
end of reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children to strive to achieve. Regular 
opportunities are provided for children to retrieve and apply their learning during a day, week, half term, term and 
year.  
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely, appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress.  

The current practice involves the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile at the end of Upper Foundation Stage, the year 
1 phonics screening check and the end of KS1 tests. Children in Foundation Stage are assessed at each of the 4 
assessment data drops points against the development matters ages and stages that informs future planning and 



provision area learning opportunities. Children in Key Stage One complete the Salford reading test on a termly basis 
to monitor the progress that children are making. We also monitor phonic progress at each assessment data drop 
point to check children’s phonic knowledge, the number of high frequency words they know and their reading level. 
In Key Stage 1 children are assessed as working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard or 
working at greater depth. As we recognise that effective communication, including speaking and listening, reading and 
writing, create the fundamental learning blocks needed for children to develop their knowledge and skills across all 
subject areas, teachers are expected to assess these skills alongside each subject area at each assessment data drop 
point. Consequently, barriers to learning are quickly identified and next steps are put in place to address these for 
individual pupils, including pupil premium and disadvantaged children.  
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