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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 

 



Intent: 
At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we aim for all pupils to produce legible fluent handwriting in order to effectively 
produce written communication across a range of subjects. We recognise that the quality of presentation can 
reinforce a pupil’s view of him/herself as a writer. We aim for all pupils to be able to write independently and 
confidently, forming letters correctly and ensuring this is consistent across the curriculum.  
The presentation of children’s handwriting will be consistently high quality across the curriculum with pupils 
remembering and retrieving learning from taught handwriting sessions and applying this accurately in all their 
writing. Children’s learning through these handwriting lessons will be revisited, retrieved and applied to ensure it 
becomes a skill which is embedded into their long term memory. We have high aspirations for all pupils in school 
and an expectation that handwriting and presentation will be of a high quality in all their writing.  

At Glasshoughton Infant Academy we intend to meet the individual needs of all pupils, including SEND, pupil 
premium and disadvantaged pupils, by offering a personalised, differentiated curriculum which effectively supports 
and challenges all. Resilience and a growth mind set is consistently promoted through high aspirations for all pupils. 
We are inspired for all learners to exceed their potential academically, socially, emotionally and spiritually with their 
families, in their communities as a well as in the wider world ensuring that they become ambitious lifelong learners. 
 
Carefully planned and resourced home learning will ensure that children who are not able to attend school do 
not fall behind in their learning and receive the same high-quality learning opportunities which children in 
school are accessing.  
 
The handwriting curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy emphasises the importance of developing the depth 
of children’s learning. Children are challenged to apply their handwriting skills which they have learnt independently 
in a range of contexts within school and real life, across a range of subject areas, rather than merely moving them on 
to more complex skills. This ensures that they have truly mastered the skill and are able to demonstrate that they 
can retrieve and apply their learning.   

Implementation: 

Teaching Handwriting in School  
There is a coherent planned pathway of learning to support progress from on entry to end of key stage 1 and 
beyond, accelerating progress in all sequences of learning.  

▪ Learning is most effective with spaced repetition 
▪ Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long term retention.  
▪ Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage 

and retrieval strength.  
 

Pupils see a variety of print in the environment, also variations of the printed letter within books, television and other 

forms of media advertising. The style used in the early reading scheme follows a print script rather than a cursive 

script. Young pupils are therefore being made aware of the use of different styles to communicate the same meaning. 

Discussion regarding different styles is of value. In some areas of the curriculum it has an important part to play eg 

pupils evaluating commercially produced designs could discuss which style best serves the purpose. 

However, we are aware that young pupils need the initial structure of an agreed handwriting style and as such it is the 

school’s policy to teach cursive script. In Lower Foundation (Nursery), the pupils are beginning to be taught how to 

form the letters and any scribed work by an adult is done using the cursive script. Children are taught to form the 

letters in their name in cursive script and are taught to recognise their name written in cursive script. This skill is 

continued to be taught when pupils move into the Upper Foundation (Reception) in main school. When pupils move 

in to Key Stage 1 they are taught the skill of joining letters when they are ready and can correctly form all letters of 

the alphabet. These are taught through letter families which are formed in similar ways. For example, letters c, a, d, g, 

o. When children can correctly form a letter or join they are encouraged to apply this to practising writing a word 

containing it. Handwriting is taught in a progressive way, building upon prior knowledge throughout.  

General Principles of the Teaching of Handwriting 
 
EYFS: We aim to teach pupils to: 

• use a comfortable and efficient pencil grip 

• produce a controlled line which supports letter formation 



• develop language to talk about shapes and movement eg curves, round, straight 

• write lowercase and uppercase letters consistently using the correct sequence of movements 

• know which letters are tall and which go below the line 

• start each letter with it’s entry point on the line and has a ‘flick’ on the exit point 

• Write their name 
 
Within the Foundation Stage, a variety of mark making tools are available in all areas of provision, including role play 
areas and creative areas. Pupils will be taught how to form a variety of writing patterns practically and with writing 
implements. They will be given the opportunity to develop both their gross and fine motor movements/control both 
inside the classroom and in the outdoor environment. Pupils will be taught how to form letters initially before moving 
onto looking at joining patterns. In Nursery, the pupils will be encouraged and supported to write their first name. As 
the year progresses, they will be taught how to recognise and form the remaining letters of their name. Children’s 
name cards in cursive script are available to all children to support their learning to write their name. Children are also 
taught how to correctly form other lower case letters during taught phonic sessions. They take part in weekly fine and 
gross motor activities to support their arm, wrist and fingers movements and pencil grip when writing, such as squiggle 
while you wiggle, dough disco and tweezer and threading activities.  
 
Pupil’s learning in the EYFS will take the form of a variety of mainly whole class activities on a short daily basis where 
appropriate and will include activities to develop gross and fine motor movements such as formation using a finger 
movement in the air (sky writing), individuals showing their expertise on the whiteboard, as well as practice within 
books. Individual or group teaching methods will also be used as appropriate and work will be differentiated by giving 
individual support to correct inaccuracies. Staff will teach pupils how to position themselves and the paper and how 
to hold the pencil correctly. Pupils will be encouraged to transfer the skills they have learned in handwriting sessions 
to their daily written work across all curriculum areas.  
 
Pupils will be taught a variety of tracking activities to enhance pencil control skills. A range of mark making tools will 
be available for independent learning. Slim and hand hugger writing pencils will be available for pupils to use. Chunky 
writing pencils and pencil grips will be available as needed to support. Pupils will be taught how to form each lowercase 
letter within their daily phonics and handwriting session. Pupils will be taught how to trace over the teacher’s writing 
and, whenever possible, staff will use a highlighter when writing for children to trace over. A dot, green for go, will be 
used when pupils need help with the starting place of a letter. Pupils will then be taught how to copy underneath the 
teacher’s writing followed by the free writing process. The use of lined paper will increase within the Foundation Stage 
as pupils are taught the position of the letter. Lined paper is important because much about handwriting is to do with 
the letters’ orientation to the line. 
Children in Reception have two taught handwriting lessons per week, where formation, orientation, and pencil grip 
are taught. This is completed in a handwriting book in small groups, or as a whole class when children are ready. The 
adult models forming the letter on a large whiteboard for all the children to see, talking through the strokes they are 
making, as a running commentary.  
 

Key Stage One: We aim to teach pupils: 

• correct orientation, formation and proportion 

• to join their letters using the correct joining strokes 

• that presentation of writing is as important as the content 
 

In Year 1 children are taught to: 

•  sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly  

•  begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  

•  form capital letters  

•  form digits 0-9  

•  understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) 
and to practise these.  

 
In Year 2 children are taught to: 

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

•  start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined  



• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower 
case letters  

• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.  
 
Much of the teaching and learning at this stage will be a development of good practice covered in the EYFS. Pupils will 

write in handwriting books and use slim or maxi writing pencils and, if necessary, pencil grips to support. Handwriting 

is taught as a whole class or group session twice or three times a week. Children in KS1 who need extra support work 

in a small group on the areas they need to develop.  Pupils follow the Nelson handwriting scheme where letter 

formation and joins are progressive and taught in like groups, for example, c, o, and a. Discussions and practise will 

also be necessary with small groups or individuals regarding techniques to improve their specific progress. We aim 

that all pupils will use our joined style throughout school. All adults in school are expected to use cursive script when 

writing for the purpose of children’s learning, for example, when modelling writing or when writing in children’s work 

books.  

Impact: 
We carefully track to ensure pupils are on track to reach the expectations of our curriculum through skills, 
knowledge and communication. The impact of the curriculum is that by the end of the year, the vast majority 
of children have sustained mastery of the content, knowledge and skills, they remember it all and are fluent in 
it. Some children will have reached a greater depth of understanding where they can apply their learning. 
Carefully tracking children’s skills, knowledge and understanding regularly ensures that intervention can be quickly 
put in place if required and that no child, including pupil premium and disadvantaged, are left behind in their 
learning.  
 
Our curriculum at Glasshoughton Infant Academy will: 

• ensure that the sequence of learning builds on previous knowledge whilst supporting future progression.  

• enable all pupils to fulfil their potential.  

• provide children with the necessary skills needed in order to effectively communicate their learning from 
across the curriculum.  

• meet the needs of pupils of all abilities and groups at the academy.  

• allow pupils to acquire an appreciation and respect for their own and other cultures.  

• prepare pupils to make informed choices  

• help students develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question and debate. 

Assessment: 
On entry to nursery a baseline assessment is completed using the EYFS Development Matters, looking closely at ‘Fine 
Motor Skills. Children new to Glasshoughton Infant Academy in reception are baselined when they join us. This 
information supports in setting aspirational targets for all children at the end of nursery and reception. In Year 1 and 
year 2, the attainment at the end of reception is used to set aspirational and overtly challenging targets for children 
to strive to achieve. Regular opportunities for retrieval practice ensure that children embed knowledge into their 
long-term memory. 
Assessment for learning is part of our daily routine where children receive feedback on their learning where further 
support may be needed or a challenge to deepen and apply their learning in a new context. This ensures that 
misconceptions are addressed in a timely appropriate manner to support pupils to make rapid progress. Assessment 
is ongoing and will take place as staff observe the letter formation skills of individuals. Staff will also make note of 
inconsistencies in presentation whilst marking all written work. These may be acted upon immediately, become 
targets for improvement and/or form part of the teaching in the next handwriting session. We use Target Tracker as 
an assessment tool for all aspects of English, devised from the National Curriculum and Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum which highlights handwriting expectations for the end of each year group. This information is used as an 
ongoing assessment tool to identify gaps in children’s learning and plan for next steps. Furthermore, all foundation 
subjects are carefully tracked in KS1 by triangulating children’s knowledge, skills and ability to communicate. 
Children must be able to communicate their learning in an effective way.  

 
 
 



Nursery: 

• I enjoy and can make marks inside and outside using different tools e.g pencils, pens, paint, mud, shaving 
foam, sand, jelly, gloop 

• I can write my first name. 

• I can draw lines and circles using big movements. 

• I can use one handed tools e.g scissors, saw 

• I can hold a pencil between my thumb and two fingers and control it. 

• I can copy the letters in my name. 
 
Reception: 

• I can write my name in cursive script. 

• I can form phase 2 graphemes using cursive script. 

• I can hold a pencil correctly and write letters that are correctly formed. 

• I can use simple tools – scissors, tweezers, tongs, chop sticks 
 
Year 1: 

• I can write my first name and surname in cursive script. 

• I can write all of the letters of the alphabet, each letter starting on the line. 

• I can form capital letters and digits 0-9. 

• I can begin to use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters in some of my writing. 
 
Year 2: 

• I can form lower case letters of the correct size and relative to one another. 

• I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters. 

• I can use diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of my writing.  

• I can join letters understanding which letters to join and which not to, e.g. capital always stands alone. 

• I can use spaces between words that reflect the size of my handwriting. 
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