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 Everyone deserves the Best! 

 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 

 



Glasshoughton Infant Academy 
Vulnerable Children Policy 

Purpose 
To provide direction to all school staff in the identification and support of vulnerable children in our care. 
 
Introduction 
The 2002 Education Act, Section 175, places a statutory duty upon local authorities to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of children in its charge. Education has a key role to play in dispensing that duty and all teachers must be 
aware of procedures. The procedures for dealing with suspected child protection issues are detailed in the 
Safeguarding Policy. The Designated Lead Person is Anna Walker, headteacher or in her absence, the deputy 
Designated Lead Persons - Hilary Coulthurst, family mentor, Claire Wilson, deputy head and Claire Ellis assistant 
head. 
 
Definition 
We consider a vulnerable child to be a child who has been exposed to risk factors that may jeopardise their 
emotional health, general wellbeing, behaviour or motivation to learn. In addition to child abuse, ’Working Together 
to Safeguard Children 2018’ states that ‘practitioners should, in particular, be alert to the potential need for early 
help for a child who: 

 is disabled and has specific additional needs  

 has special educational needs (whether or not they have a statutory Education, Health and Care Plan) 

 is a young carer  

 is showing signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang involvement and 
association with organised crime groups  

 is frequently missing/goes missing from care or from home  

 is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking or exploitation  

  is at risk of being radicalised or exploited  

  is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and alcohol misuse, adult mental 
health issues and domestic abuse 

 is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves  

 has returned home to their family from care   

 is a privately fostered child  
 

Child abuse is defined under four categories. These are: 
1. Physical abuse 
2. Sexual abuse 
3. Neglect 
4. Emotional abuse 

 
 
 
Aims 
The aims of this policy are to ensure that all school staff are aware of key principles and legislation. 
The Children Act 2004 states that ‘a school must safeguard the welfare of looked after children and provide for the 
welfare of all children in need.’ 
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019’ states that ‘school and college staff are particularly important as they are 
in a position to identify concerns early and provide help for children, and prevent concerns from escalating.’ 
 
‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 states that ‘providing early help is more effective in promoting the 
welfare of children than reacting later. Early help means providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any 
point in a child’s life.’ 
 
 
‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018’ also outlines what children have said that they need: 

 Vigilance: to have adults notice when things are troubling them  



 Understanding and action: to understand what is happening; to be heard and understood; and to have that 
understanding acted upon  

 Stability: to be able to develop an on-going stable relationship of trust with those helping them  

 Respect: to be treated with the expectation that they are competent rather than not  

 Information and engagement: to be informed about and involved in procedures, decisions, concerns and 
plans  

 Explanation: to be informed of the outcome of assessments and decisions and reasons when their views 
have not met with a positive response  

 Support: to be provided with support in their own right as well as a member of their family  

 Advocacy: to be provided with advocacy to assist them in putting forward their views. 

 Protection: to be protected against all forms of abuse and discrimination and the right to special protection 
and help if a refugee. 

 
Identifying Vulnerable Children 
Glasshoughton Infant Academy aims to provide support to meet the needs of all pupils and their families. As a school 
we want to support the strengths and needs of the whole family. We aim to build relationships with families by 
involving them in school life and having an ‘open door’ ethos where parents feel able to ask for support. 
Integrated practice identifies and supports vulnerable children. The family mentor, works alongside all staff to 
identify and support those children who are vulnerable. 
Attendance registers are monitored by the family mentor and meeting arranged with parents where there are 
concerns. The family mentor discusses concerns with the headteacher and records of concerns and actions are 
recorded on CPOMS. 
Our named governor representative for vulnerable pupils is Kathryn Law (safeguarding governor). 
We recognise that statistically, children with behavioural difficulties and disabilities are most vulnerable to abuse. 
Staff who work, in any capacity, with children with profound and multiple disabilities, sensory impairment and/or 
emotional and behaviour problems will need to be particularly sensitive to signs of abuse. It is recognised that 
children who are looked after or have been previously looked after, are a particularly vulnerable group and may 
need additional support. 
It must also be stressed that in a home environment where there is domestic violence, drug or alcohol misuse or 
parental mental health issues then children may also be vulnerable and in need of support or protection. Children 
may be vulnerable to radicalisation from adults and older children they have contact with outside school and staff 
need to be vigilant in recognising any indicators of concern. 
Staff need to be aware that children may be at risk of sexual exploitation and any concerns regarding a pupil or their 
family members should be acted on appropriately. 
It is recognised that girls from certain ethnic groups may also be at risk of female genital mutilation (FGM). Staff 
need to be aware which children are vulnerable to this risk, so any concerns can be acted on immediately. 
Staff have had up to date training to support them in recognising the signs or changes linked  to child abuse including 
sexual exploitation, radicalisation and FGM. 
 
It is important to note that this policy dealing with vulnerable children should be considered alongside other policies 
in school. These include Child Protection Policy, Safeguarding Policy and Procedures, Behaviour Policy, Anti Bullying 
Policy, Special Educational Needs Policy, Health and Safety Policy and Single Equality Policy. 
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