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 Everyone deserves the Best! 
 Everyone deserves Respect! 

 
 



 
GLASSHOUGHTON  INFANT  ACADEMY 

 
 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP / ASSEMBLIES STATEMENT 
 

 
Collective worship takes place at Glasshoughton Infant Academy during an assembly of main school 
children everyday.  It is held from 9:00am – 9.15am on Monday and followed by PSHE learning linked to 
the assembly theme. Tuesday is class assemblies across school from 9.00am, where weekly news, SMSC 
and British values activities are explored, including prayers. On Wednesday hymn practice takes place for 
children in Key Stage One from 9.45-10.15am, including prayers. On Thursday the topics of world religions 
are taught in assembly time at 9.45-10.15. The content of the assembly provides an introduction for 
weekly RE lessons. On Friday assembly is 9:00am – 9:25am in order to celebrate the week’s achievements.   
 
Collective worship at our school is an active experience for all.  It may be centred on story, poetry, 
artefacts or natural specimens and will often involve dialogue with the children.  The school aims to give 
the children the opportunities to explore spiritual and moral issues and to reflect on them in relation to 
their own lives and experiences.  The children are encouraged to view assembly as an activity which is 
different to any other aspect of school life.  They are taught that they are expected to enter the hall quietly 
as they would if they were going to church.  They are taught that there are times in assembly which need 
to be very quiet, as well as those which are joyful and expressive such as hymn singing. There are also 
times for shared work in the form of collaborative discussion, reflecting on opinions, thoughts and feelings. 
 
Visitors are welcome to our times of worship and Lynda Maw (St Paul’s Church) is planned to lead 
celebrations such as the Harvest Festival.  In addition, we are sometimes joined by representatives from 
other Christian denominations. Other visitors are encouraged who may have contributions to the themes 
being explored, for example Equality and Diversity Service and the imam from Leeds Grand Mosque.  
 
Every class takes a turn to lead an assembly throughout the year. This is usually related to their topic work, 
wider learning such as clubs, and explores a spiritual or moral dimension of it.  Parents of the particular 
class are welcome to join us for that assembly.  Class assembly is usually on Tuesday.  Monday assembly 
explores themes linked to PSHE aspects of the curriculum and these are built upon on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday.  A multi faith assembly is conducted each Wednesday. 
 
Hymn practice is usually held on Wednesdays, when children explore the meaning of a hymn or hymns.  
This includes a time of reflection related to the hymn in focus and a prayer. 
 
Celebration assembly is held on Friday and the Nursery children are occasionally given the opportunity to 
come along.   This assembly is a time of thanks for the school week and for sharing work of excellence, 
praising effort and good behaviour and for recognising achievement both at school and outside school.  
Children are encouraged to share successes in their outside interests at this time. 
 
The school celebrates children’s birthdays on the actual or nearest possible day within the classroom.  The 
school believes that for a young child a birthday is a particularly special occasion.  Children are taught to 
respect this special occasion for others as they would wish their own to be respected and to listen to other 
children’s birthday news and to share their celebration. 
 
During the year other special assemblies are held for various occasions and parents and friends are invited 
to join us.  These occasions include Harvest, Mothers Day, Fathers Day, Leavers Assembly and the 
recognition of staff leaving or retiring.  Topic work related to specific religions, cultures and traditions are 
also celebrated in our assemblies throughout the year.  
 



Every half term there is a religious theme day explored throughout school. Each theme day begins with a 
whole school assembly to introduce the religious topic. Following on from the assembly, all learning 
throughout the day links to the religious theme in a cross curricular approach. Where possible the children 
also enjoy a themed lunch as part of the day. Theme days conclude with a celebration assembly where 
effort and excellence in learning are showcased across all year groups.  
 
 

 See Appendix for curriculum coverage over the school year. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Week 1 Tues  
Welcome back – school 
rules 
Weds 
Independence skills 
introduction 

Tues  
Hinduism – Festival of 
Diwali (story of Rama 
and Sita) 
Weds - Respect 
Passport celebration 
Thursday  
Stop, drop and roll – 
Fire safety in 
preparation for 5th Nov 

Tues – New Year, New 
Year’s Resolutions  
 
Weds – Epiphany  
 

Mon – Judaism -  what 
is Judaism? 
 
Weds – communication 

Mon – Buddhism – 
What is Buddhism? 
What do Buddhists 
believe? 
 
Weds - Investigation 

Mon – Hinduism – 
What is Hinduism? 
  
Weds - Respect 
Passport celebration 

Week 2 Mon 
Respect passport 
Weds 
Only one you 

Mon 
 What is Christianity? 
Christianity – 
introduction to 
Christianity  
Weds 
helping each other and 
helping others, saying 
thank you. 
Thursday 
Remembrance Day 

Mon – Islam – What is 
Islam? What do 
muslims believe? Who 
do they worship? 
 
Weds 
E safety 

Mon – Judaism – where 
do Jews worship? 
 
Weds - communication 

Mon – Buddhism – 
who is Buddha? What 
did he teach 
Buddhists? 
 
Weds - Investigation 

Mon – Hinduism – 
What do Hindus 
believe? 
 
Weds Relax Kids 

Week 3 Mon  
Christianity - A Faithful 
Creator  
 
Weds 
Prevent assembly 

Mon  
Anti bullying week 
Weds 
CW class assembly 
 

Mon – Islam – The five 
acts of worship  
 
Weds 
 

Mon – Judaism – The 
Torah and the Rabbi 
 
Weds HF class assembly 

Mon – Buddhism – 
The Wheel of Teaching  
 
Weds - Relax Kids 

Mon – Hinduism – 
Hindu Gods and 
Goddesses 
 
Weds – independence 

Week 4 Mon 
Christianity – Harvest 
Vegetables 
Weds 
Participating, co-
operating and resolving 
conflict 

Mon 
Christianity – where do 
Christians go to 
worship? 
Weds 
Prevent assembly 

Mon – Islam – The 
Qu’ran – the sacred 
book of Islam 
 
Weds -  KC class 
assembly 

Mon – Judaism -  
Shabbat 
 
 
Weds E safety 

Mon – Buddhism – 
The Buddhists Temple 
and worship 
 
Weds KS class 
assembly 

Mon – Hinduism – How 
do Hindus worship? 
What and who do 
Hindus worship? 
 
Weds  E safety 
 

Week 5 Mon  
Christianity - Food 
Glorious Food  
Weds 

Mon 
Christianity - Advent 
wreath – lighting of the 
candles each Sunday in 

Mon – Islam -  where 
do muslim’s worship? 
 
Weds E safety 

Mon – Holly Week  
  
Weds – CG class 
assembly 

Mon – Buddhism - The 
Buddhist scared texts – 
the three baskets and 
Prayer Flags 

Mon – Hinduism – 
Visiting a Mandir 
 
Weds - Relax Kids 



Forgetful Hat 
To explore the idea of 
working together. 

Advent ‘Christmas 
Countdown’ assembly 
 
Weds – RT class 
assembly 

  
Weds E safety - 
exploration 
 

Week 6 Mon  
Harvest Festival 
rehearsal 
Weds 
Facing your fears 
When have you been 
frightened? 
 

Mon 
Christianity – Christians 
special book 
Weds 
How can we be helpful 
at Christmas time? 

Mon – Islam – The Hajj 
– the fifth pillar 
 
Weds collaboration 
 

 Mon – Buddhism - The 
Buddhist scared texts – 
the three baskets and 
Prayer Flags 
 
Weds  - exploration 
 

Mon – Hinduism - 
Hindu festivals and 
celebrations 
 
Weds independence 

Week 7 Mon 
– Lots of apples 
assembly – how we all 
look different on the 
outside but inside each 
of us is a star – how can 
we remember the star 
within each of us. 
Weds  
E safety 

Mon  
Christianity – xmas 
week assemblies 
Tues 
Family at Christmas – 
Josie, Jake and the 
Paper Chains 
Weds 
Christianity – xmas 
week assemblies 
 
 

Mon – Islam –  
 
Weds - collaboration 
 

  Mon – Hinduism 
 
Weds – reflection of 
the year’s 
achievements 

Week 8       Leaver’s performance 
Leaver’s assembly 
Celebration assembly 
 

  
 
 
 



Monitoring and Review 
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Reviewed by A Walker May 2018 – times updated and whole school annual assembly plan added.  
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